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Peace process 
Arafat clinches 


resumes as 
Hebron deal 


By Rebecca Trounson 
and Marjorie Miller 
LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 

EREZ CROSSING, Gaza 
Strip—After months of bitter 
wrangling. Israeli Prime Min¬ 
ister Benjamin Netanyahu and 
Palestinian leader Yasser Ara¬ 
fat met before dawn Wednes¬ 
day to conclude a long- 
awaited agreement for Israel to 
pull back its troops from most 
of Hebron and tum the occu- 
_pied West Bank city over to 
Palestinian rule 
Netanyahu and Arafat, who 
waded through deep mutual 
distrust to wrap up the US- 
brokered accord, also agreed 
to an accompanying American 
letter setting a timetable for 
further Israeli pull-backs in the 
West Bank and promising to 
resume final negotiations on 
outstanding issues. 

The Hebron agreement—the 
first concrete step in peace¬ 
making between Netanyahu's 
Likud government and the Pal¬ 
estinians—puts about 80 per¬ 
cent of Hebron under control 
of Arafat’s Palestinian Author¬ 
ity. Hebron's Jewish enclaves, 
with about 450 residents, and 
the Ibrahimi Mosque, a site 
holy to Muslims and Jews, 
will remain under control of 
the Israeli army. 

The accord, initialed by the 



Arafat and Netanyahu meet . Tuesday, hours before they wrapped up negotiations that 
lead to the Hebron deal early Wednesday 


chief negotiators for the two 
sides—Saeb Erekat for the Pal¬ 
estinians and Dan Shomron for 
the Israelis—-was being dis¬ 
cussed and expected to be ap¬ 
proved late Wednesday. Israeli 
officials predict it will be rati¬ 
fied by a narrow majority of the 


right-wing and religious minis¬ 
ters. 

Israeli officials said the 
agreement then most likely 
would be put before'a special 
session of parliament Thursday. 
Arafat and Netanyahu then 
must sign the agreement. The 


redeployment could begin as 
early as Thursday night. The Is¬ 
raeli army have said a pull¬ 
back could occur hours after an 
order is given. 

In Washington. President 
Clinton called the latest accord 
as "a step forward to a lasting 


Middle East Peace " He praised 
all who had helped negotiate it 
and said. "Once again the forc¬ 
es of peace have prevailed over 
a history of division.” Clinton 
noted the accord is not an end 
in itself. 

"This is not a time to relax." 
Clinton said. "Bringing its 
words to life will require active 
and continued cooperation.” 

US mediator Dennis Ross, 
meantime, called the Hebron 
accord “fair and balanced" and 
said the American letter provid¬ 
ed a map for the future. 

Ross said the two leaders, af¬ 
ter they finished their work, tel¬ 
ephoned to thank Clinton. 
Egyptian President Hosni Mu¬ 
barak and King Hussein for 
their mediation. 

But neither Netanyahu nor 
Arafat addressed reporters ear¬ 
ly Wednesday. The discomfort 
each feels in the other's pres¬ 
ence was visible in their un¬ 
smiling faces and perfunctory 

handshake. 

Wednesday's agreement, 
hammered out in months of 
roller-coaster negotiations, con¬ 
tains few. if any. significant 
changes from the interim peace 
accord signed by the Palestin¬ 
ians and the previous. Labor 
partv Eovemment in September 
1995 

Under the interim accord. Is- 

Continued on page 2 


Iraqi-Jordanian talks intensify 
for renewal of trade protocol 


By Ilham Sadeq 

_Star Staff Writer 

AFTER SOME delay, the joint 
Jordanian-Iraqi Higher Com¬ 
mittee is expected to meet in 
Baghdad next week. A ministe¬ 
rial economic delegation 
arrived in Baghdad on Wednes¬ 
day headed by Minister of 
Trade and Industiy Ali Abul 
Ragheb and Minister of Energy 
Dr Has hem Dabbas and other 
senior officials. 

This meeting was scheduled 
last Monday but was postponed 
due to differences, described as 
technical, concerning the 

renewal or the trade protocol 
between Jordan and Iraq for 
1997 and the volume of Iraqi 
crude oil exports to Jordan. 
While Jordan is seeking to 
increase its oil imports from 
Iraq by seven percent, Iraq is 
demanding on increase in the 
size of the trade protocol that- 
was lowered by Jordan lost 
year from $400 million to $250 
million. 

Earlier this week, uncon- 



Kabariti and Aziz: Finding common grounds 


firmed news reports said that 
Iraq has decided to sell its 
crude oil to Jordan at spot 
prices. The reports added that 
such a decision has been con¬ 
veyed during Dr Dabbas's visit 


to Iraq two weeks ago., But the 
minister denied these reports 
and said that Jordan's imports 
of oil and its by-products pres¬ 
ently stand at 12,000 tons 
daily, half of which is sold to 


Jordan at the preferential price 
of $15.25 per barrel, while the 
spot market price currently 
reaches $25 per barrel. 

Jordanian economist Dr 
Fahd AI Fanek told The Slur 
that he docs not believe Iraq 
will sell oil to Jordan at markeL 
prices but may be asking for a 
slightly higher price than the 
$15 25 one for this year. He 
expected negotiators to settle at 
around SIS per barrel, costing 
the Jordanian Treasury an addi¬ 
tional JD 6 to JD 7 million. 

On Monday Iraq’s Deputy- 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz met 
with Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Al Kabarili to discuss 
bilateral issues. He told report¬ 
ers that Iraq was slid commu¬ 
ted to supplying Jordan with 
free oil. 

Mr Aziz said that since 
I99U. Iraq had been supplying 
Jordon with 35.00b barrels of 
oil per day free of charge under 
a grant from Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein. However, in 
1993 and upon the consent of 


both sides. Iraq continued to 
supply Jordan with oil ship¬ 
ments uf which 50 percent 
were free of charge and 50 per¬ 
cent was sold al S15 per barrel, 
while the spot price was $20. 

Mr Aziz said that because of 
the effects of UN sanctions 
imposed on Iraq, it was forced 
to import commodities from 
Jordan in return for its free oil 
exports to Jordan. He said 
white Jordan considered the 
value of these commodities us 
debts. Iraq did not. But he 

Continued on page 2 



King Hussein is greeted by President Arafat in Gaza Sunday 


King’s rescue mission puts 
peace process back on track 


Special to The Star 

THE SUCCESSFUL conclusion of 
the Hebron deal early yesterday 
could not have taken place if it was 
not for the last minute diplomatic res¬ 
cue mission staged by His Majesty 
King Hussein Sunday to save dead¬ 
locked talks between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

The unexpected intervention of the 
King came as Dennis Ross, the Clin¬ 
ton administration’s special envoy, 
announced an empty-handed depar¬ 
ture from the region—and then, for 
the second time in less than three 
months, decided not to .fly home after 
all. 

Instead, Ross, the US special Mid¬ 
dle East coordinator, huddled until 
nearly midnight with the King and Is¬ 
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne¬ 
tanyahu at the Israeli Defense Minis¬ 
try in Tel Aviv. The King announced 
that "a fresh beginning” for the talks 
has been scored when he emerged 
Sunday night. 

Israelis and Palestinians have nego¬ 
tiated intensively for more than three 
months to complete their first accord 
under Netanyahu, which amounts to 
an implementation plan for Israel’s 
previous agreement to withdraw its 
army from most of the West Bank 
city of Hebron. 

The deal has been stuck for some 
weeks on Arafat’s suspicion that Ne¬ 
tanyahu will stall or renege on subse¬ 
quent Israeli withdrawals from rural 


areas of the West Bank. 

Before flying to Tel Aviv, King 
Hussein spent seven boars with Ara¬ 
fat In Gaza City. The two leaders em¬ 
braced and kissed, and the King’s 
visit to Gaza—among the first by any 
head of state—buoyed the Palestinian 
leader. 

Included in their long meeting were 
telephone conversations with Ross, 
Secretary of State Warren Christo¬ 
pher and Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. Saeb Erekat, the chief Pal¬ 
estinian negotiator, then accompa¬ 
nied King Hussein to Tel Aviv. 

Netanyahu, like Arafat, has had his 
ups and downs with the Jordanian 
leadership. The relationship with 
King Hussein was Netanyahu's 
warmest in the Arab world when he 
started bis term as prime minister, 
but it has grown frosty in recent 
months. 

But just as in Gaza City, King 
Hussein arrived warmly in Tel Aviv, 
smiling and pressing long hand¬ 
shakes with the Israeli premier. 

“His majesty has come with a num¬ 
ber of things to impart to us,” Netan¬ 
yahu said as he met the King at the 
gate of the military complex. “He has 
been a great friend of Israel and a 
great friend of peace.” 

Afterward, Netanyahu said the 
talks had made “considerable 
progress on topics which are not re¬ 
lated to Hebron.” ■ 


High Court struggles to find 
answers in Clinton vs. Jones 


By David G. Savage 

LA Tunes- Washington Post 
News Service 

WASHINGTON—The US 

Supreme Court justices ended a 
frustrating houriong argument 
Monday in the case of Bill 
Clinton vs. Paula Jones sound¬ 
ing divided and uncertain over 
whether her sexual harassment 
lawsuit should go forward 
while he remains m office. 

The case poses novel and 
difficult legal questions 

Should the president be 
entirely immune from all civil 
suits while in office or forced 
(o answer to 
all such suits, 
just like any 
other citizen? 

Or should" the 
rule be some¬ 
where ,n 

between, per* 

haps allowing 

^sitions m bul blocking ah 

ci,her ”' re " K 
total immunity or 
P^obviously Rubied the. 

yet the lawyers for 
S. side^ed Uttle help m 
faying out a reasonable middle 



►ground. 

Wednesday, the high, court 
will meet-privately to discuss 
the case, vote on the outcome 
and begin the task of writing a 
majority opinion. 

The ruling, due by the end of 
June, is especially hard to fore¬ 
cast. but the most likely out¬ 
come remains some sort of 
compromise/ 

On the one hand, a majority 
of the justices seem to indicate 
they, did not want to give a trial 
judge the power to order the 
president to-appear in a court¬ 
room or io.sit for a deposition. 

.... .On the other hand, 
they did not sec 
• why some "third- 
party witnesses.” 
such as. the Arkan¬ 
sas state troopers 
in this case, eould 
not be ordered to 
give depositions 
under oath. 

Such an approach, if adopted 
by the court, could prove poliii- 
cally.damaging for Clinton. 

Lawyers for Jones, the for¬ 
mer Arkansas, state employee 
who alleges that ihen-Gov. 
Clinton 1 ' crudely propositioned 
her. want to take testimony 


p O Ft 


from witnesses who 
were in the Little Rock 
hotel that 'day in May 
1991. 

They include state 
trooper Danny Fergu¬ 
son. who is said to have 
arrived with Clinton 
and later escorted the 
young woman to a pri¬ 
vate room on an upper 
floor. 

They also want to : 
take statements from i 
other troopers who irav- r 
cled with Clinton while 
he was governor. 

Since 1994. Jones' 
attorneys have been 
barred from taking dep¬ 
ositions. gathering 
hotel records or under¬ 
taking any other "dis¬ 
covery" in the case. 

Lawyers for Clinton, claiming 
a "temporary immunity" for 
the chief executive, have 
argued no suit against a presi¬ 
dent may proceed until he 
leaves office. 

"We're saying. ‘Let's give 
Ms Jones her day in court, just 
not now." Robert S. Bennett. 
Clinton’s private attorney, told 
the justices. "The president of 



Jones 


the United States should not he 
taken away from his constitu¬ 
tional duties" because of a law¬ 
suit. he said. 

Justice Sandra Day 
O’Connor wondered if this 
immunity applied to all 
lawsuits. 

"Suppose it was a child cus¬ 
tody case." she said. II a future 

Continued on page 2 


Political groups unite to 
combat normalization 


By Raed Al Abed 

Slur Sniff W riter 
THE OCTOBER IW Jordan- 
Israel peace treaty divided the 
country into two camps: those 
who >upp«wi the peace option 
and those who stand against it. 
Two yean. - later, the mood is 
changing again. The same treaty 
is reuniting the country, as 
peace supporters jrc realizing 
that their hopes for ihe fruits of 
prosperity and justice have not 
been lulfillej. On the contrary 
there is a growing belief that the 
treaty has only served Israeli 
interests anJ widened its hege¬ 
mony over the region. 

Peace activists are now 
rethinking their old positions. 
"... for the sake ol the future of 
I he coming generations. I voted 
yes to the peace treaty." Lower 
House deputy Dr Nazech 
Ammarin told the House’s ses¬ 
sion in October 1994. Two 
years and three months later, a 
180-degree U-turn has taken 
place. "I am sorry for the day I 
voted for the peace treaty." an 
embarrassed Ammarin told the 
JIWMt-stmng protestors of the 
Israeli trade lair in Amman last 
week. 

Peace opponents, who have 
been ineffective in the past few 
vears. have now found inspira¬ 
tion in the lack of progress on 
the peace tracks. They suc¬ 
ceeded in mobilizing .m unprec¬ 
edented mass protest against an 
Israeli trade fair last week that 
sent a strong signal that opposi¬ 
tion to normalization with Israel 
is grow ing stronger. 


The protest, which was 
the largest in ^mman 
since the 1991 Gulf War. 
succeeded in recruiting 
the country's popular and 
political organizations. It 
included pro-peace treaty 
activists and representa¬ 
tives from over 20 politi¬ 
cal panics. The demon¬ 
stration included 

legislators, trade unionists, 
professional associations, 
members of women 
organizations and a num¬ 
ber of prominent pro- 
cstahlishnicm figures. 

"The protest was a 
development in the reac¬ 
tion of the man in the 
street." said Toujan Faisal. Obiedat 
the only female legislator 
in the Lower House. "Al 

lost Jordanians realized that the 

national interest is in jeopardy 
because of the peace treaty." she 
added. However, there arc .still 
great challenges. "The issue 
now is how to consolidate what 
has been achieved." she 
continued. 

Observers believe that the 
protest part of a national pro¬ 
gram to confront Likudist plans 
and the fanaticism of orthodox 
Jewish parties. They believe that 
these parties are now redrawing 
their old designs for Lhe region. 

The old concept of "Jordan is 
Palestine” is being reactivated 
by Likud officials, they argue. 

‘The Israeli enemy is only 
implementing its Zionist theo¬ 
ries." said Ya'qoub Zayadcen. 
the general secretary of the Jor¬ 
danian Communist Party. *'Wc 



sire cooperating with the Egyp¬ 
tian opposition parties, to adopt 
their means in opposing 
normalization." 

Middle-of-the-road panics 
have also jumped on the anti- 
normalizalion band wagon, 
because they feel that therc is a 
national demand to forge u 
slrong front to readjust the gov¬ 
ernment's policy and to force 
Jordanian diplomacy to adopt a 
decisive stand like those of 
other Arab states. 

"We arc peace seekers, but to 
talk about peace with Netan¬ 
yahu is a mockery." said Anis 
Al Muasher. the general secre¬ 
tary of the Wa'd Party. "We 
should not let Netanyahu reap 
the fruits of his hostile policies. 
We call upon Arab leaders and 
people to unite to protect our 


resources and to liberate Jerusa¬ 
lem." added the pro-peace for¬ 
mer minister. 

Despite its opening, the 
Israeli trade fair failed lo 
achieve its goals in recruiting 
Jordanian commercial agents. 
Only 40 Israeli companies, out 
of 200. turned up a( the expo. 

"It was a great victory." said 
Lailh Shbcilat. a vocal opposi¬ 
tion activist, recently released 
from jail on the King's order. In 
the past. Shbcilat added. (Ire 
"authorities used lo ban such 
gatherings. Now. people move 
as a pressure group to confront 
this policy." 

The anii-normalizaiion front 
is being led by former prime 
minister and intelligence chief 
Ahmad ObicdaL 

The same man contributed to 
the growth of democracy in a 
big way. In 1990 Mr Obiedat 
headed lhe Royal Commission 
to draw up the National Charter. 
The commission had representa¬ 
tives from different political, 
economic and popular sectors. 

Today Mr Obiedat continues 
to be critical of the treaty and 
the peace negotiations. 

Early this month, he launched 
a strong attack on some official 
figures, accusing them of serv¬ 
ing as "agents for Israeli inter- 
csis in Jordan and the region,” 
and he promised to expose them 
lo the public. 

Mr Obiedat was described by 
Shbeilal as “a great gain to the 
opposition.” Shbeilal. however, 
m a public lecture in Karak, 
attacked the National Charter 

Continued on page 2 
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Carlo Muttoni 


When on bike around the world 


By Muottzer Hanzdan 

Slur Staff Writer 

IT IS noi an attempt to go around the 
world in 80 days, nor is it a publicity stunt 
but rather a tong and personal journey of a 
cosmopolitan man seeking to explore the 
ever changing layers of life. It is like 
being an American driving along the high¬ 
way and hooked to the Rock-n-Roll tunes, 
or a Mexican fighting with Zapatan rebels 
or an Indian herbalist curing illnesses. 

This is what Mr Carlo Muttoni. an Ital¬ 
ian in his mid-thirties, had in mind before 
embarking on a continental journey on his 
motorbike after finding out that his sys¬ 
tematic life in Milan is no match to his 
great expectations. 

A man with an adventurous soul like 
Muttoni is never satisfied with what he 
has achieved. In life there is always new 
things to look for. new people to meet 
with and new thoughts and beliefs to 
experience. Muttoni can be simply 
described as someone who fell in love 
with the whole world. “I'm a voracious 
reader of books relating the story of great 
poets and explorers who Jed exceptional 
lives and that was the incentive for me to 
start this journey." Muttoni told The Star. 

Having a spacious house, a brand new 
car. a good job and a beautiful girlfriend 
could not diverge Muttoni from the course 
he decided for himself. He insisted in 
spile of all these temptations to go and see 
how people live and deal with each other 
around the world. 

The journey started from America “to 
where I moved and bought a motorcycle 
in New York.” The logistics of the jour¬ 
ney were consummated by Muttoni who 
started the engine of his bike in June 
1993. Going through Canada, the motor¬ 
cyclist continued onto the frozen bnds of 
Alaska on the west coast of America. But 


Muttoni. it seems, could not stand the 
chilly weather and escaped to the south. 
This time he went through Mexico. Cen¬ 
tral America and from there to Columbia. 
Equador. Peru. Bolivia. Chile and Argen¬ 
tina in South America. 

“When I first started my trip it was out 
of curiosity and then the human dimen¬ 
sion became the most important part of 
my journey.” he said. It is evident that 
Muttoni sought more than seeing people 
working, shopping or playing. It was. as 
he said, an attempt to get closer to (hose 
people and pretend that you belong to 
them. In this respect Muttoni found in 
working in the countries he visited an 
opportunity to have more knowledge 
about people. “When you work at a cer¬ 
tain place you work shoulder to shoulder 
with people, if you stay away from that 
you are just a tourist," he added. 

However, the work provided Muttoni 
with much-needed money to enable him 
to proceed with a journey that has cost 
him so far. $60,000. “I worked in Argen¬ 
tina for about eight months. In New Zea¬ 
land t worked as a cowboy and in Sydney 
as a carpenter." 

The journey was scheduled to last two 
years but because Muttoni had to work in 
some countries to raise spending money, 
it was extended beyond that. 

Temptations for Muttoni to stay at one 
of the countries he visited grew each day. 
Loving a girl might be a problem for 
someone who has such an ambitious goal. 
T fell crazily in love with a woman in 
Buenos Aires and 1 was tom between 
slaying there and relinquishing my dream 
of seeing the world. Also in Sydney a 
woman suggested that 1 work there and 
marry her but I refused." Muttoni added 
that “because you go through dangerous 
situations you can not take a woman with 
you." 

He continued his journey, proceeding 


to Tahiti. New Zealand and - t 
Australia. After Australia ■ ' t 

he went to India and from j t 

there to Iran. Turkey. Paki- • i 

sian. Syria and finally to [• \ 

Jordan. r - • i 

From the west to the f j 

east. Muttoni has been 
introduced to completely 
different cultures even on jKSBT' 
the same continent For HSr 

example the people of 
America and Europe “who 
have access io information 
about the whole world are n 

not as curious as those ol' y / *' 
Central America," Muttoni „ 

had to experience such 
diversity in his journey. "In 
a village in Central Amer- 
ica people did noL even 
know where Italy was." he 

Muttoni believes that 
reading about different peo¬ 
ple and cultures is not 
enough. “As Edward Said 
said in his book Oriental- 
ism. the writers have two 
choices cither to tell the 

truth or tell a bunch of lies _— 

to meet the expectations of Muttoni or. 
their readers." 

A journey such us his 
entailed different types of risks and dan¬ 
gers. It can be a bike crash just like what 
happened to 'Muttoni after three weeks 
from his departure when he broke his arm 
and injured his head. “I had to move the 
bike for 200 kilometers to the nearest sta¬ 
tion where it took one month to get the 
bike repaired. I drove afterwards with a 
plaster cast on my arm." he said. But 
escaping the rage of rebels in Mexico in 
October 1993 is another story. “When the 
rebels saw the US license plate on my 
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Muttoni on his bike in Amman 


hike they called me an enemy. It was not 
until an old man. whom I considered an 
angel, helped me escape at night. In one 
of" Pakistan's villages people started 
throwing stones at me." 

Documenting or writing about exotic 
and exceptional events is part and parcel 
of any traveller's journey. These articles 
and documents arc authentic sources writ¬ 
ten by someone who had intimate rela¬ 
tions with people he visited. 

“I had my lap-top with me on the jour¬ 


ney. whenever 1 wanted to send an article 
to an Italian magazine l used to connect 
the computer with the battery of the bike 
and stan writing." Muttoni continued. 

After Jordan Muttoni has Africa on his 
agenda. No doubt more adventures await 
him in the black continent. “The more 
you travel, the more you open doors and 
different questions pop up. that is why I 
try to travel with simplicity of mind and 
listen more." ■ 


Iraqi-Jordanian talks intensify 


Continued from page 1 

added that his country was 
ready to honor its commitments 
and repay these debts and it will 
continue to sell its oil to Jordan 
at discount prices and purchase 
of Jordanian products. 

There is confusion about the 
real size of Iraqi debts to Jor¬ 
dan. Some estimates pul them 
at S400 million while others go 
us high as SI.4 billion. 

Mr Ahmed Al Nimri. an eco¬ 
nomic expert told The Star that 
''these debts do not exceed 
$800 million. There is nothing 
to worry about as long as we 
are able* to renew our protocol 
with Iraq " 

Al Nimri stressed the impor¬ 
tance to develop Jordanian- 
Iraqi economic lies, especially 
as Iraq prepares to remove 
international sanctions. 

"The Iraqi demand to 
increase the price of its oil 
exports io Jordan is legitimate." 
Al Nimri said. "Wc were buy¬ 
ing the crude at cheap prices 
while more than half is given to 
us free of charge. Iraq has the 
righi to sell ils oil al any price 
which senes ils economy." 

Some sources revealed that 
Iraqi officials arc calling for a 
higher oil price in order to 


increase the ceiling of the trade 
protocol to 5300 million. This 
protocol which was $400 mil¬ 
lion in 1995 was cut to $220 
million and Iraq is seeking to 
increase it to enable it to pay 
part of its debts. 

According to non-official 
figures Jordan's needs of crude 
oil during this year are esti¬ 
mated at 3.805.000 tons. 
100.000 tons of liquefied natu¬ 
ral gas. I 15.000 tons of diesel 
and 800.000 tons of fuel oil. 


The volume of Jordanian 
exports to Iraq has declined last 
year due to the reduction in the 
trade protocol. 

However, most Jordanian 
businessmen and exporters 
stress the need to cement eco¬ 
nomic ties with Iraq, which for 
long has been Jordan's main 
trading partner. 

“Iraq has been a major mar¬ 
ket for Jordanian exports for 
the last 15 years." Dr Tayseer 


Political groups unite 





Continued from page 1 

saying thai it was an establish¬ 
ment's tool to lame political 
panics. 

However Shbeilat refuted 
recent press suggestions that 
there are major differences 
between him and Obiedai on the 
'leadership' of the opposition. "I 
respect the man. 1 am happy 
with Obiedai's presence in the 
opposition, and I hope other 
leaders will follow his steps." 

Bui ihe independent Islamic 
figure who is at odds with the 
Muslim Brotherhood, strongly 
criticized ihe role of the Isla- 
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mists in the political battle in the 
country. He told The Slur that 
“ihe leadership of the Muslim 
Brotherhood is using its mem¬ 
bers to serve the government's 
imeresL" 

Leading Islamic figures said 
they are saddened by Shbeilar's 
comments. “1 am sorry for what 
has been said by Shbeilat." said 
Hamza Mansour. spokesman of 
the IAF Islamic bloc in the 
Lower House. “His attempts to 
harm the Islamic movement 
does not serve any cause.” 

Despite these differences, 
observers believe the opposition 
is still in a strong position. One 
hanner unites them: “No nor¬ 
malization with Israel before a 
comprehensive and just peace 
that guarantees the return of all 
Arab occupied land and rights. 

Putting on a brave face. Fai¬ 
sal said, "we work with a true 
team spirit to mobilize practical 
moves regarding the current 
challenges", adding that “there 
is no lime to debate our ideolo¬ 
gies, because we have major dif¬ 
ferences in this respect” 

Observers argue thai both 
Shbeilat and Obiedai are ptomi- 


Abdul Jaber. a former govern¬ 
ment minister, said. 

Lately, the Iraqi government 
decided io buy Jordanian phar¬ 
maceuticals at $40-50 million 
with effect from this month. 
Earlier contracts of $80 million 
were concluded between Iraqi 
officials and Jordanian compa¬ 
nies to provide Iraq with food¬ 
stuffs and vegetable oil. 

Nonetheless, analysis consid¬ 
ered such sums as very tow 
compared with transactions 
which Iraq had signed with 
Turkey and Dubai. ■ 

nent players in formulating a 
Jordanian popular strategy, 
especially when the official 
diplomacy has so far failed to 
influence changes in the Likud- 
ist-led government after three 
months of manoeuvres. 

“The government is doing 
what is right. ' said Mr Muasher. 
"It signed agreements and it has 
to honor them. But political par¬ 
ties are free to fight normaliza¬ 
tion with Israel' to confront 
Netanyahu's extremism." 

The anti-normalizaiion pro¬ 
cess will continue. Mr Shbeilat 
said. "It Is not because we wish 
that, but because the natural 
seeds are there, and because the 
peace treaty is against the inter¬ 
ests of the Ununii and against 
the path of history." 

"The opposition is strong 
enough to face any new devel¬ 
opments. either on the Jordanian 
or Arab levels, and is ready to 
reactivate the opposition forces 
against the Zionist penetra¬ 
tions." said Mr Mansour. He 
added that the executive com¬ 
mittee of “the Ami- 
Normalization Popular Confer¬ 
ence" is coordinating with the 
centrist parties to officially join 
the opposition framework." ■ 


Peace process resumes as 
Arafat clinches Hebron deal 
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ANNUAL mTICB TO ALL. 37.:~:S>: 
CITIZENS LIVING fcv JOTOA;,' 

Have you registered with the British 
Embassy? if you are a British citizen and 
live in Jordan, please contact the British 
Embassy, Consular Section, in order to 
obtain a registration form. 

If you have registered during 1996, please 
confirm your continuing presence in 
Jordan by re-registering as soon as 
possible. Please also notify the Consular 
Section about any changes of address 
and/or telephone number. Such 
! confirmation is in the interest of all British 
nationals in Jordhn. 

If names are not re-registered within three 
months the Embassy will be obliged to 
consider that those concerned have left 
the country. The names will accordingly be 
deleted from the register. 

If you are a citizen of a Commonwealth 
country which does not have an Embassy 
or Consulate in Jordan, please ask the 
British Embassy, Consular Section, about 
registration formalities. 

The British Embassy is icoaisi in 
Abdoun, near the Orthodox Club, 
Telephone 8231GC. The Post Office 
Box dumber is 37. 

The consulate Is open 'from Sunday 
to Thursday 08:30-12:00 hours. 


Continued from page 1 

rael was to have pulled out of 
Hebron last March. Bui former 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
delayed the redeployment alter 
four suicide bombings by Is¬ 
lamic extremists opposed to the 
accords left more than 60 dead 
in Israel. The redeployment 
was further delayed by Israeli 
national elections in May that 
brought Netanyahu to power 
on a'promise of moving more 
slowly in peacemaking and lat¬ 
er by an outburst of violence in 
Jerusalem. 

US negotiators said the Heb¬ 
ron agreement adds details to 
general guidelines laid out in 
the interim accord and restates 
both sides' obligations. This 
latest document effectively 
shows how the interim accord 
would be put in effect. There 
are no new elements." said a 
US official. "Each side wanted 
the other to recommit, to reaf¬ 
firm their commitment to im¬ 
plement what they already had 
agreed to." 

Still, both sides have sought 
to portray the new deal as a 
victory: extremists from each 
side were certain to reject ir as 
a dangerous compromise. 

Jewish extremists do not 
want the Palestinians to have 
any authority in a city that they 
say has belonged to Jews for 
more than 3500 years. They 
say they will be insufficiently 
protected under this agreement 
and that Arab terrorists will kill 
them, just as they killed 67 
Jewish residents of Hebron in 
riots in 1929. Palestinian radi¬ 
cals. meanwhile, want the Jew¬ 
ish settlers evicted and the Is¬ 
raeli military ousted from the 
Palestinian city that Israel cap¬ 
tured from Jordan in 1967. 

Netanyahu, who promised in 
his election campaign to pro¬ 
vide Israelis “peace with secur¬ 
ity,” has said the new accord 
will give greater protection to 
Hebron's Jewish settlers. He 
has pointed to new limits on 
Palestinian weapons and ap¬ 


proval of joint patrols on hills 
overlooking the Jewish en¬ 
claves. 

The Palestinians, who for 
weeks had refused to consider 
any changes to existing agree¬ 
ments. have sought to mini¬ 
mize the adjustments made. 
They emphasized their defeai 
of Israel's attempt to specify 
the right of its soldiers to re¬ 
enter Palestinian-controlled ter¬ 
ritory at will. 

The two sides and their US 
negotiators met al this'stark 
border crossing at 12:30 am 
Wednesday—a normal time for 
work for’ Arafat—and spent 
about two hours hammering 
out the final, stubborn details. 
Both sides had said the terms 
for the Hebron redeployment 
were wrapped up weeks ago 
and that they had been arguing 
in recent days over commit¬ 
ments beyond Hebron. 

The principle changes in the 
accord stem from the combat 
between Palestinian police and 
Israeli soldiers Iasi September 
in riots that erupted after Ne¬ 
tanyahu approved the midnight 
opening of a tunnel door in Je¬ 
rusalem's disputed Old City. 
More than 75 people died and 
hundreds were wounded in 
those clashes. Israel wanted to 
reduce the risk to Israeli sol¬ 
diers of another such firefight. 

The changes include: 

■ Buffer zones. An "adja¬ 
cent zone" of several hundred 
yards will be created between 
Jewish enclaves and Arab 
neighborhoods. Palestinian po¬ 
lice may enter only in mobile 
units with Israeli soldiers. 
There were no buffer zones in 
the interim agreement. 

■ Weapons limits. Palestin¬ 
ian police patrolling with Israe¬ 
lis may carry submachine guns, 
while the Israelis will carry 
longer-range M-16 semi¬ 
automatic rifles. No such re¬ 
strictions existed before. 

■ Bui Iding restrictions. 
There will be height limits on 
Palestinian buildings around 
Jewish settlements. fJewish 


buildings also will have height 
limits.) The previous accord 
did not include specifics.' 

■ High Ground. An Israeli- 
Pafestinian patrol wifi cover 
ground overlooking Jewish en¬ 
claves; this plateau wras under 
only Palestinian security be¬ 
fore. 

In another new arrangement, 
there will be special traffic 
rules and construction of a wall 
between Arab and Jewish areas 
on pan of Shuhada Street, the 
main road running from the 
center of the city past the Jew¬ 
ish enclaves to an Arab vegeta¬ 
ble market, Israel sought this to 
prevent sniping or car bombs 
aimed at Jewish settlers, who 
fear a repeal of the 1929 mas¬ 
sacre. The street has been 
closed to Arab traffic since 
1994. when Baruch Goldstein, 
a right-wing Jewish ex ire mist, 
massacred about 30 Muslims at 
prayer at the Cave of the Patri¬ 
archs. 

The accord is to be accom¬ 
panied by a US “note for the 
record." laying out further 
commitments by each side. It 
reportedly says Israel will 
agree to more redeployments 
and to resume final talks on the 
future of Jewish settlements, 
the return of Palestinian refu¬ 
gees. control over East Jerusa¬ 
lem. borders of the Palestinian 
rule area and Palestinian state¬ 
hood. Israel also agrees to ne¬ 
gotiate to release Palestinian 
prisoners, allow construction of 
a Gaza Strip port and operation 
of an airport and to open a free 
passage between Gaza and the 
West Bank. 

In turn, the Palestinians 
commit to rewrite parts of the 
Palestine Liberation Organiza¬ 
tion charter omitting any refer¬ 
ence to the destruction of Is¬ 
rael. They agree to cease any 
operations outside of ’Signal¬ 
ed self-rule areas. They will 
abide with security measures, 
dismantling groups associated 
with terrorism and disarming 
those with illegal weapons. ■ 
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Social survey 


I 


• The University of Bologna 
in Italy is looking for every for¬ 
eign students (non-Italian) who 
graduated in Bologna from 
1945. An important social 
research has been started and a 
questionnaire will be sent to 
the graduates contacted. Ail 
foreign graduates arc kindly 
asked to write their current 
address to: (Friends or relatives 
who know useful information 
are asked to write to: Osservat- 
orio Stalisiico. Dipartimento di 
Scienze Statisliche ”P. Fortu- 
nati". Universita di Bologna, 
via Belle Arti 41. 40126 
Bologna BO. ITALIA 

Books 

9 Antiquarian books and old 
prints by David Roberts and W. 
H. Bartlett for sale. Views of 
Jerusalem. The Holy Land and 
Petra. Please call 664805. 


New telecommunication 
equipment to boost 
telephone lines 

AMMAN (Star)—'The JTC telecommunications college is act¬ 
ing as a showcase for a new innovation in technology between 
14-16 January. Digital Designs (partners of the London-based 
Jordanian Desert Telecom Co.,) have been working closely with 
engineers, El Shrai’ah Jafar and Nldal Joudeh, from The JTC 
telecommunications college to install a new equipment, devel¬ 
oped by PairGain Inc, that enables two normal telephone lines 
to be turned into 32 separate fibre quality phone liras. 

This is achieved without installing any new lines under¬ 
ground by placing one piece or HDSL equipment at the 
exchange and a second at the local telephone pole or cabinet. 
The installation of this equipment is therefore very fast and 
means that the telephone company could install many new 
phone lines in hours. This could increase the demand for new 
lines for businesses and people's houses to be met far more 
quickly as well as being cost effective. 

The HDSL technology is being demonstrated at the JTC Tel¬ 
ecommunications College which has been working closely with 
Desert TelectVDigital Designs. Abu Qayyas Abdel Fattab, the 
dean of the Telecommunications College said “We actively 
encourage international companies to use our college as a 
research center for new technologies as this helps Jordan's 
engineers to he prepared for developments in the next century. 
‘The demonstration will be to a variety of guests including 
many JTC and government departments as well as representa¬ 
tives from telephone companies in the region. ■ 


president and; ^> 6 dsd-'; 
had separated, couldz^ 
child be told io* 
four years before! a. court- 
could decide whichtpmV;}. 
eni would have v;a\^ 
custody? ■ 1 " 

•■Qr supposeTtiiSrpitst- 
dent owns a great parcel^ 1 , 
of land It is buboJmg 
with pofson and -.tne’.v 
neighbors are upset?^) 
she continued, Cati lfegii 
chief executive say tejs? 
immune to smsWenh^l^ 
environmental - -J: •/ 
complaint?. ^ 

Bennett conredcdltak:; 
in an ”exceptional ; j^'^ 
cumstance." the jJ. 

deni could be fotOEd ta ^ 
respond. He. struggled,;!. 
however, to define: 
those cases were exexsjh^ 
tional and this one Aws^ 
noL . v;\V^ 

"The public inieresr^- - 
in haying .the prewdCTt^- 
unirnpaired to perionti: ' 
his duties." contended^ 
US Solicitor. Gen. Wab. A 
ter Dellinger, joirting'ifi^v 
argument on Cfintqn'sf^ 
behalf. "Wc beUeye^^r; 
dvil litigation involving 
the president should 
postponed." . V ' Xi’ j J 
T must say 1 drift'd^ 
find that very pereua^ 
sive," replied Jus^ce/f 
Antonin .Scalta. “We.seti 
the president riding on 
horses, chopping -fire££ 
wood, playing golf. 

The notion ihnt l^ 
doesn't have w minure^i:: 
spare is not credible." jy^-v 
Even if the presideftl v- 
is too busy to. appear for^ 
a deposition or a trial, '" 
why should the deposi¬ 
tions of witnesses 
delayed, asked Justice-;* 
Stephen Breyer. "Hoi#.* 
would that affect : ihfcv 
operation of the presi^ 
dency." he asked. v 
There is a problem of'-* 
"fading memories!', i f ihe;> 
lawsuit is delayed /fttrlT"- 
too long. Chief Justice .! 
William H. Rehnquist 
noted-.... ' 

! After ClinKwTff two 
lawyers were questioned /; 
for 30 minutes, lawyer .. 
Gilbert K. Davis stepped : 
to the lectern to present 
Jones' arguments and z 
also was peppered by !; 
questions. ' Nj 

Suppose the president _ 
is told to appear in court i*. 
but is scheduled to go to ^ 
a North Atlantic Tre^y;,, 
Organization meeting 
Europe the same day.^ 
Scaliaasked. v -i^ 
Davis conceded that 
the president should be-\-- 
excused ir he says the^ ■ 
court hearing would :’,v 
cause “an actual or<> 
imminent interference ;' 1 
with his presidential 't 
duties." • VT: 

Who is to decide ^ 
when there is such aft-;.! 
interference: the " trial’ h;. 
judge or the president^' : 
Scalia continued. s 
The president must 
“make the assertion" he 2 
is too busy, he replied. -?■ 
Breyer wondered 
whether the sarte^ 
applied to depositions^ 
by others. Suppose dor- j 
ens of depositions are 4 ‘ 
taken, and the state- 
ments raise questions; 
about the president!^: 
behavior and veracity.-. v 
“Every statement is m-- 
ihe newspaper. And he., 
says, ‘I don't have-tiifte j ■ 
to respond (to median- 
questions) to all this. It 
is interfering with rqy-T 
duties’." Breyer contin-' ^ 
ued. In that instance; 
could the president's 
lawyer stop the proceed¬ 
ings? he asked. 

Yes. Davis replied, sp; ^ 
long as the president "j 
made a “good faith!;) 
assertion" that even defKf .3 
ositions submitted by 
others created situations,^! 
that occupied too much- 
of his time. 

Several justices- 

looked perplexed by that 
answer. 

Jones filed her lawsuit! 
in May 1994. but it has >'j 
been frozen from pro ! 
ceeding by Clinton's. 
immunity claim. A 7 * 
judge in Little Rock and.." 
the US appeals court io.- 
Sl Louis have ruled; 
against the immunity 
claim, but Clinton's.law¬ 
yers exercised their right 
to appeal to the Supreme . 
Court. \ 

The Supreme Court '- 
cannot look to the US 
Constitution or federal ' 
law to answer the ques 1 . 
tion of whether the pres? - 
idem is immune from " 
civil suits. ■ 
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A/i unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan AlAsmar 


It s a cool Ramadan-short days, 
many feasts and tens of satellite 
chan nek! 



A peasant party in Jordan 

M This isi not a unique idea. For peasant panics have been 
S • 1 over l ^ e worId at one hmc or another, in fact 
Jordan is a late corner. But yes. a peasant party will be reg¬ 
istered during Ramadan. WhaL is interesting is that it will 
include quite a number of Lower House deputies such as 
Fawzi Tueimeh. the present chairman of the Lower 
House s Arab and International Affairs Committee. Abdal¬ 
lah Akhu Rusheida. Rateb AI Soud and Khalid Abd Al 
Nabbi. With such names, you would think that it is an 
establishment party, but you would be wrong, one of its 
founders stresses. Shhadeh Abu Baqar says that it is a 
social and peasant party that concentrates on agriculture, 
the rural countryside and the Badia. those parts of the King¬ 
dom which are less well off. 

The Israeli trade fair 

■ Some may say one good thing about the Israeli trade fair, 
that it united them from far across the political divide. 
About 3000 people gathered at last Friday’s sermon at a 
mosque one kilometer away from where the trade was 
being held in Maij Al Hamam. Naturally, the road was 
closed to cater for the people who assembled to listen to the 
sermon. It included Lower House deputies, trade unionists 
and members of political parties. The three-hour sermon 
was designed to deliver a forceful message that the fair was 
not welcomed in the country. As for the Israeli trade exhibi¬ 
tion. it ended peacefully last Tuesday. Although many are 
branding it as a flop since no more than 30 Israeli compa¬ 
nies turned up. the organizers feel that in the end they got 
what they want and staged the four-day expo. But not'so 
fast. Others argue that while they may let the show go on, it 
was a cry in the wilderness, since it was poorly attended 
and many of those invited failed to turn up. 

Ministry of Labor gets tough 

■ It seems that we don’t have accurate figures regarding 
the number of foreign workers in the country. This would 
he the implication of thp comments made by the Mioistry. 
of Labor. Dr Abdel Hafiz Al 

Sbakhanbeh recently.' He 
told the Planning Council in 
the ministry that it is impera¬ 
tive to be stringent with for¬ 
eign workers in the King¬ 
dom and to make sure that 
they are not employed in 
jobs which can be done by 
Jordanians. He added that 
this is in line with law. A 
fair enough view you may 
argue and one that is prac¬ 
ticed by other countries. But 
the council went a step fur¬ 
ther than that. It is now 
forming a working group 



AlShakhanbeh 


from all the Labor Directorates in the Kingdom to provide a 
complete study of the state of foreign workers, statistics, 
type of work and their status situation. Another good idea, 
one may think, but why didn't the ministry take this initia¬ 
tive right from the start. 

What a budget 

■ The Greater Amman Municipality must be one of the 
biggest public corporations in the country. Its total reve¬ 
nues for 1996 reached a massive JD 59.9 million. However, 
this is slightly below 1995 figure which totaled about JD 61 
million. The municipality has been very active in die last 
year. This year it win rename quite a lot of the neighbor¬ 
hoods. gardens and streets in Amman. Meanwhile the anti- 
corruption directorate is taking eight GAM employees to 
court for embezzlement. The employees who work in the 
Works and Machinery Dep’t., in the municipality are said 
to have embezzled up to JD 4 million. 

... And Al Abbadi for Parliament 

■ The Mayor of the Greater 
Amman Municipality. Dr Mam- 
douh Al Abbadi. could be 
standing for Parliament in thp 
next election. If he does, then it 
is almost certain that h~ will 
quit his present job as a mayor. 

Furthermore, political punters 
am sayine that Dr Abbadi will 
likely fight for one of the Zarqa 
seats, since he is very popular 
with many people in that part of 
the world. Mr Abbadi has done 
a lot to the Amman governo- 
nite If he does co then he will Al Abbadi 
he remembered "for making the 

capital city more greener. 

Quake but no problem 

■ Last week another quake was registered in the north west 
of the country and Israel. But not to worry we ore told. This 
earthquake, which registered 5.8 on the richrer scale, was 
the aftereffects of.the quake that hit Cyprus last November. 
It is true however, the last quake was no-more than a 
twinge since it occurred in Ihe Meditemnean However, 
people as far as Al Sara, west of Amman did fee! the 

quake. 

Military service to end unemployment 

■ Military conscription was on our doorstep, so we 
" hl rhen il wasn't, then it was. This story has been cir- 
Sng in the news at least for the last two months. Now 
STare told from a top level source from the Prime Mirus- 
. r- c Office that military service is well on the way. The 
aorv was splashed by the weekly Al Urduh. Quoting the 

rce the newspaper said that military conscription was a 
^T: end unemployment in the country and is being 
nMiveW considered by the Prime Minister, Abdel Karim A! 
JrLriJi This is part of a national strategy to get people 
orttnc again. The idea would be for the military con- 
rinrs to join the national economy through development 
^industrial projects that would be set up. According to 
2 ? 5nurcc the conscripts would be paid unreasonable price 
Tor such work. He said this will fight against poverty and 

unemployment. 



Prince opens conference on 
Jordan Rift Valley 


HIS ROYAL Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan opened the meetings 
of the Jordan Rift Valley Develop¬ 
ment Committee (JRVDC) which 
started al the Dead Sea. Tuesday. 
The Prince praised the meeting 
which comes at a stage of “relative 
optimism" in the region. The meet¬ 
ing comes under the umbrella of the 
trilateral economic committee which 
was established in 1993 in Washing¬ 
ton between Jordan. Israel and the 
US. The Prince said it was a good 
omen to hold the JRVDC in an at¬ 
mosphere of relative political move¬ 
ment with high hopes for a break¬ 
through in Palestinian-Isracli talks. 
He said it is essential to develop the 
Jordan Rift Valley as one that will 
lead lo progress and prosperity. The 
Prince added that he is optimistic 
about the future of the region and 
said that there is a commitment on 
all parties, including the Palestinians, 
to develop this area of the world. ■ 



Deputies express anger 
at New Year celebrations 


AMMAN tStar)—The New 
Year celebrations created 
quite a stir among Lower 
House deputies. Islamic depu¬ 
ties were particularly angry 
with Jordan Television for 
transmitting live the New 
Year celebrations from differ¬ 
ent Arab capitals and from dif¬ 
ferent hotels in Amman. JTV 
quite simply showed how peo¬ 
ple were enjoying themselves. 

However. Islamic Action 
Front (1AF) deputies reacted 
sharply, devoting all Lhc Low¬ 
er House session that was held 
last Sunday, to attack JTV for 
their transmission of the cele¬ 
brations and the government 
for allowing the airing of such 
celebrations arguing that it 
goes against religion, tradition 
and the morals of the Jordani¬ 
an society. 

With the attendance of 
Prime Minister Abdel Karim 
Al Kabariti. and the rest of the 
government, they listened pa¬ 
tiently to attacks by the Isla¬ 
mists. 

Ahmad AI Kofahi. IAF dep¬ 
uty. said that Jordan Televi¬ 
sion was guilty of “debauch¬ 
ery which we should fight." 
He pointed out that il is cer¬ 
tainly not entertainment. 

Next came Abdel Muncm 
Abu Zunt who was equally 
scathing. He said that “the 
print and television media 
have waged a devastating war 
on morals and values during 
the Christmas and New Year 
celebrations." He added that 
this was done in a “cheap way 
that Jesus Christ and every 
Muslim and Christian would 
exonerate himself from." 


Kabariti 


But he didn't stop 
there. Abu Zunt then 
reminded the govern¬ 
ment that it promised 
to respect lhc Consti¬ 
tution which points 
out (hat the religion 
of (he slate is Islam. 

He called on the gov¬ 
ernment to “punish" 
those who participat¬ 
ed in the fight against 
morality. 

Abd Al Aziz Jabr 
said Lhat JTV insult¬ 
ed the government 
when it broadcast 
live, and on its two 
channels, the New 
Year celebrations. 

He said that this 
shows that the gov¬ 
ernment does not 
abide by its official media pol¬ 
icy, the Constitution and the 
law. 

He pointed out the Jordan 
Television “was a mere imita¬ 
tor" which diverted from the 
“originality and belonging to 
the nation" and docs not abide 
to the Islamic calendar. 

He said that the media is a 
mirror image which reflects 
the reality of the nation. 

He added lhat JTV insulted 
the morals of Jordanians as 
Muslims and Arabs portraying 
them as "dancing lustful peo¬ 
ple" who spent the New Year 
Eve in hotels and night clubs. 

Similarly Hamam said was 
vociferous in his comments. 
He said JTV had no right in 
airing the New Year celebra¬ 
tions since it is a public corpo¬ 
ration and not a private one. 
However, he said this did not 
slop them from showing the 



Al Kilani 


"depravity” and “vice" of the 
New Year celebration, "some¬ 
thing that goes 3gainst [Islam¬ 
ic] jurisprudence and religion.” 

This was really strong stuff 
from the Islamic deputies, 
something that-was not too sur¬ 
prising. What is strange how¬ 
ever. is lhat their opinions 
were also broadcast at length 
by Jordan Television on Sun¬ 
day night. 

Cynical analysts would 
argue that JTV took il upon it¬ 
self to transmit the views of 
the Lower House deputies even 
though .they were criticizing 
the public corporation. 

This was done, some say. to 
dampen the criticism that JTV 
has been receiving for the Iasi 
couple of months from opposi¬ 
tion deputies. Opposition depu¬ 
ties have been arguing that Jor¬ 
dan Television has not been 
giving them the proper time on 
air. Consequently their point of 


views were muffled. 

But this was certainly not 
the case al Iasi Sunday's ses¬ 
sion and others may argue that 
il disproves their claim. 

Al the end of the session. 
Prime'Minister Kabariti was 
given- the floor in reply. He 
wouldn't be put off by the 
criticism and on that particu¬ 
lar issue. 

He said that that "the gov¬ 
ernment regards entertainment 
as a right of every citizen." He 
said that the “government's 
commitments to the ethics and 
values exists and is based 
upon standards which it 
creates and not anybody 
else's." 

Kabariti's statement an¬ 
gered Islamic deputy Dr Ibra¬ 
him Zeid Al Kilani who 
shouted that Kabariti's state¬ 
ment encourages “debauch¬ 
ery."® 


Jordanian-Italian cultural 
agreement concluded recently 


AMMAN (Star)—In ihcir 
attempt to boost cultural 
exchange. Italy and Jordan con¬ 
cluded last week the Executive 
Programme of the Cultural 
Agreement for 1997. 1998 and 
1999. The agreement was 
signed at the Ministry nf Plan¬ 
ning between the the Ambassa¬ 
dor of Italy Di Fransccsco 
Cerulli. and Mr Nabil Amman, 
the general secretary of the 
Ministry of Planning. 

The agreement stressed 
cooperation in the different cul¬ 
tural, educational and scientific 
fields. As to the educational 
pan of the agreement, the two 
countries will encourage con¬ 
tacts and direct cooperation 
between their universities and 
other institutions of higher edu¬ 
cation and science. This will 
include exchanging professors 
and researchers. Also encourag¬ 
ing the leaching of the Italian 


language and literature in Jor¬ 
danian universities and schools 
is a major constituent of the 
agreement. 

The Italian side shall jward 
scholarships to undergraduate 
and graduate Jordanian stu¬ 
dents in the academic year 
1990-1097 in the fields uf sci¬ 
ence. technology, language, 
archaeology and the humani¬ 
ties. Also. Jordan will grant 
scholarships lor Italian students 
in the academic year 1996- 
1997 for language teaching, 
humanities and archaeology. 
More coordination will he 
focused on exchanging experi¬ 
ences on school education and 
social development. 

As to the cultural side, lhc 
two countries are encouraging 
performances by professional 
or amateur artists in music, the¬ 
ater or the other forms of the 


performing arts. 

JorJunian is currently orga¬ 
nizing an archaeological exhi¬ 
bition in Rome to he held in 
the fall of 1997. This is part of 
an effort lo promote the cultu¬ 
ral heritage of Jordan. There 
will also be cooperation 
between experts from 
Museums, .lrctmcs and librar¬ 
ies in the two countries. 

The two parties expressed 
their satislaction with the exist¬ 
ing cooperation in the field of 
archaeology and restoration 
and their willingness to con¬ 
tinue the support given to Ital¬ 
ian archaeological missions 
alrcjJy working in Jordan. 
Restoration works will con¬ 
tinue at sites like Makawar. 
Jcrasli. Petra, wadi Rum and 
Aqaba. 

Regarding scientific cooper¬ 
ation there will he a continuous 
coordination between the sci¬ 


entific research centers of the 
universities of Lhe two coun¬ 
tries. As to youth and sport 
concerns, the two parties con¬ 
sider the promotion of 
exchange of sport publications, 
texts, and audio-visuals on var¬ 
ious sport disciplines. Also, the 
Olympic Committees of the 
two countries arc to exchange 
technical and teaching publica¬ 
tions and audio visual material. 

Other aspects of the agree¬ 
ment included the exchange of 
information and on different 
cultural, political, economic 
and social aspects. In the field 
of health, scientific research 
centers will be exchanging 
information and probably 
experts. 

The agreement cited finan¬ 
cial and general provisions 
related to the implementation 
of the previous points. ■ 
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Friday's sermon close to the Israeli fair attract 
many from all walks of life 

Opposition’s moment of glory 

■ The mass protests against the holding of an Israeli trade 
fair in Amman Iasi week have brought together anti-peace 
camp from all political shades in a rare moment of unity. 
The question now is whether this united front will go on and 
whether il will influence lhc political stage in the future. 
Looking back at lasL week’s events one can come up with 
some conclusions. Demonstrators numbered between 3000 

to 6000 but not more. 

Docs this reflect the true size of the opposition? There 
were some emotional moments, especially when anti-riot 
police had to intervene to prevent public disorder. But over¬ 
all the event was peaceful and organized. The opposition 
camp had made its point and was able tu send a strong mes¬ 
sage. But would this change realities on the ground”? It is 
highly unlikely. ” ■ 

Government reaction to the protests was careful and cal¬ 
culated. The protesters even received some airtime on the 
state-run TV. Playing along has helped release public anger 
with as little cost as possible. And with Jordanian-lsraeli 
relations not at iheir best—who knows? The protests may 
have actually helped rather than embarrassed the govern¬ 
ment which is trying to influence the Netanyahu cabinet 
into considering its position from the on-going negotiations. 

The protests” have also highlighted the rise *of former 
Prime Minister Ahmad Obiedafs political fortunes. He is 
now considered by many as the leader of the opposition 
camp overtaking other symbols such as Lailh Shbcilat and 
some Islamist figures. ObcidaL who is non-partisan, repre¬ 
sents the common denominator in a politically confused 
environment rife with Islamists, leftists. pan-Arabists and 
right-wing nationalists. But his rise to the helm could prove 
to be a temporary one. 

The Israeli fair gave him a chance to rally support from 
political parties and public associations. But the fair has 
ended and with it the cause for unity. Without a fixed or 
clear agenda, the opposition camp may soon disintegrate or 
face internal problems. Naturally the government's invisible 
hand will be felt moving here and there within the opposi¬ 
tion camp itself. It has done so in the past with considerable 
success. 

The strength of the opposition will be resting on pros¬ 
pects of an improving economy and living conditions of Jor¬ 
danians. Many v iewed 19% as a year of dashed hopes and 
mounting frustrations. This year docs not look any belter. In 
fact, if peace and its dividends remain elusive there is every 
chance that the opposition will thrive on increasing public 
despair. Our trade ties with Iraq, relations with the Palestin¬ 
ians. implementation of our peace treaty with Israel with 
regards to water, trade and others will determine when and 
if our economic performance will get any better. 

Iraq’s vendetta: Oil-for-Kabariti? 

■ Not much surfaced from the brief visit of Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz to Jordan this week and his 
meeting with Prime Minister Abdel Karim Kabariti. Mr 
Aziz, whose meeting with Mr Kabariti was said to have 
been scheduled at Jordan's request assured Jordanians that 
Iraq will continue to supply Jordan with iLs needs of Iraqi 
oil the same way it had been doing since 1990. 

Jordan imports all of its oil from Iraq, about 4.5 million 
tons of crude annually. About half of lhat oil is given to Jor¬ 
dan free of charge and the rest is sold at preferential rotes, 
about SI5 a barrel. In addition lo this agreement the two 
countries have a $250 million commercial protocol under 
which Iraq imports Jordanian goods and services. Jordan 
and Iraq have been negotiating in recent weeks to renew the 
agreements, but it is not clear to date whether Iraq will be 
renewing the oil agreement under the present conditions. 

A recent visit by ministers of finance and energy failed to 
get an Iraqi stamp of approval. Instead. Baghdad told lhc 
Jordanian officials that they should be ready for a new terms 
after a three month transitional period. There arc specula¬ 
tions that the Iraqis will be willing to sell some of their oil 
at international prices or at least at higher rates. If this is 
confirmed it could spell disaster for Jordan's 1997 hudgel 
with about $350 million needed to pay for that oil. 

But the Iraqis arc keeping us guessing. A second visit to 
Baghdad by ministers of trade and transport was postponed 
until after Aziz's visit to Amman. Minister of Transport 
Nasser Lawzi was unable to confirm the details of the new 
agreement. Mr Aziz made it dear that Iraq is committed to 
settling its debts to Jordan, currently standing al $1.4 bil¬ 
lion. But he also hinted that Iraq was obtaining goods and 
services from Jordan in exchange for the "free" oil it was 
giving to Jordan. 

The tabloid press is already talking of an “Iraqi vendetta" 
the price of which could be Kabariti's job. It i.s no secret 
that this government has not been sympathetic to the Iraqi 
regime and that political relations between Baghdad and 
Amman are not at their best. The new formula of "oil-for- 
Kabnriti" may be in the offing if not now. then al a later 
stage especially as Jordan finds itself in need uf lhc Iraqi 
market and its expanding prospects. 

So Tar the Iraqi position has been business-like and not 
confrontational. This is exactly why Jordan, which has been 
getting economic preferential treatment from Iraq, should be 
worried. Without cheap Iraqi oil. Jordan will have no option 
but to buy its oil needs from the international market al in¬ 
ternational prices. The Saudis have been willing to reopen 
the Tapline to supply Jordan with iLs oil needs provided that 
Jordan pays in advance and at market rates. 
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The Activities of the National Music Conservatory during Ramadan 


The Royal Cultural Centre - Main Theatre 


■ Sat., Jan. 18 Russian Duo: Constantine Orbelian (piano) 
and Maria Safariants (violin) JD 7 

Wed., Jan. 22 Russian Duo and the Orchestra of the National Music 
Conservatory (Mohammad Othman Sidiq, conductor) 

Tchaikovsky: Piano Concerto No. I and Beethoven: Violin Concerto JD 7 

Under the Patronage of H.E. the French Ambassador Mr. Bernard Bajolet 
SaL, jan. 25 Philippe Giusiano in a Chopin Recital JD 6 


Tickets available at: 

- Alahlia Abela Superstore, tel. 688481 

- Alissar Flowers, cel. 827695 

- Babiche, tel. 661322 

- Caffe Moki tel. 856235 

- Hotel Intercontinental, Jordan, tel. 641361 

- The French Cultural Center, ter. 6370C9 

- Safeway, to!. 6853! I 

- The Royal Cultural Center, tel, 669026 

- The National Music Conservatory, tei. 637620 


Hotel Intercontinental - Jordan 


Under the Patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor Al Hussein. 

Tues., Feb. 4 Lutfi Boushnaq and his Ensemble in an evening of traditional 
and authentic Arab music JD 75, 50 and 25 
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Our Say 


Peace process is back on track 

WITH THE initialing on Wednesday of the Hebron protocol and other agreements 
pertaining to Israel's redeployment from the West Bank after tenuous and exhaust¬ 
ing negotiations, the Middle East peace process appears to be back on track. 

Only few days ago, the fate of this process was in the balance. Much credit goes 
to the bold initiative of His Majesty King Hussein in the final hour when it ap¬ 
peared that the gulf separating the Palestinians and the Israelis was widening. By 
throwing his weight and credibility behind the beleaguered process, the King was 
able to bring pragmatism and hope back into a process that had gone astray. 

What is important about the recent developments is not the fact that a deal has 
been reached on Hebron, but that Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has commit¬ 
ted himself and his government to the Oslo accords. This, in a nutshell, is an histor¬ 
ic breakthrough. The peace option is no longer an exclusive commitment of the La¬ 
bor party and its allies, within Israel. By accepting the principles of the past 
agreements, Mr Netanyahu has made one of the most crucial decisions of his ca¬ 
reer—a decision that will redress the state of confusion and doubt that had accom¬ 
panied his election last May. 

We are aware, as do the Palestinians, that the Hebron deal is just the beginning 
and much work needs to be done. Mr Netanyahu must follow his signature with 
deeds. He must show goodwill in the coming round of negotiations: he must show 
that the important turnaround that was made this week was not a tactical move on 
his part. 

Mr Netanyahu is aware of the needs of the majority of Israelis, who support the 
Oslo deal and the principle of exchanging land for peace. He and those who support 
him in his cabinet and the Israeli Knesset must put the long-term interest of their 
people ahead of the impossible and mad designs of a shrinking minority of extre¬ 
mists. 

For the Palestinians, the deal and Israel’s commitment means a return of hope. 
They must now earn on the ground what they have achieved on paper, namely a 
swift Israeli withdrawal from Hebron, the opening of Gaza airport and seaport, the 
release of Palestinian prisoners and a phased out Israeli troop pullback from the rest 
of West Bank towns. These are issues that Israel is now committed to fulfilling. The 
United States is also committed to steering the negotiations towards these ends. 

For the Arabs, the recent events mean that concerted diplomatic efforts can bear 
fruit. The role of Jordan and Egypt in the past few weeks has been indispensable. 
This is an important achievement of the peace agreements that we must not over¬ 
look. 

But the Arabs must realize by now that a unified internal stand is vital to keeping 
the peace process on course. A just and comprehensive peace is an Arab goal. As 
we approach the final status negotiations, the Hebron marathon will appear more 
like a simple dress rehearsal. A strong Arab stand is an essential ingredient to a suc¬ 
cessful conclusion. ■ 


VS envoy Dennis Ross (left) with Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erakat (also PNA Minister 
of Municipal Affairs) on Monday, two days before the Hebron deal was clinched. (See 
front page story) 
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US-Israeli relations 


The case for re-evaluation 


By Pat M. Holt 

IT IS time for a showdown 
with Israel. With the policy of 
subsidizing Jewish settlements 
on the West Bank, the Israeli 
government of prime minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu is threat¬ 
ening not only the Israeli- 
Palestinian peace process but 
also the progress that has been 
made toward peace between 
Israel and its Arab neigh¬ 
bors—Egypt. Jordan and even 
Syria. 

The United States has too 
much invested in Israel and in 
the area, going back almost SO 
years to the creation of the 
state of Israel, to allow this to 
happen without the most stren¬ 
uous diplomatic efforts. This 
is separate from . but related to, 
withdrawal from Hebron. 

The West Bank is home to 
hundreds of thousands of Pal¬ 
estinian Arabs and hundreds of 
Israeli Jews. It was seized by 
Israel during the six-day war 
in 1967. The occupation con¬ 
tinues in defiance of a 1967 
United Nations security Coun¬ 
cil resolution urging withdraw¬ 
al. 

At least since the Nixon ad¬ 
ministration. the United States 
has advocated a policy of land 
for peace, whereby Israel 
would withdraw from parts of 
the West Bank in return for 
solid political agreements. 
This was the foundation of the 
Oslo plan, which was accepted 
as the basis for negotiation by 
the previous Israeli govern¬ 
ment headed by the late Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. Bui 
this is precisely what Mr Ne¬ 
tanyahu's Likud party has so 
much trouble accepting. 

A part of the Likud's con¬ 
cern—a part shared by all Is¬ 
raelis—has to do with security. 


That concern is met by land 
for peace plu> the record of 
the United States in ensuring 
that Israel has the best military 
equipment. Al limes, it has 
seemed that the United States 
was the only friend Israel had. 
In the United Nations, the US 
used its veto in the Security 
Council and its influence in 
other bodies to ward off the 
more critical anti-Israel reso¬ 
lutions. 

In ail of this, the United 
States paid a large price—in 
dollars for foreign aid and in 


from the United States. This is 
more than any other country. 

A more troubling Likud 
concern about the West Bank 
than security stems from the 
Orthodox Jewish belief that 
Jews have a divine pnd inali¬ 
enable right to “judea and Sa¬ 
maria,” the biblical terms for 
the area. A group of rabbis has 
even called on Israeli soldiers 
to disobey orders to withdraw. 

Netanyahu's record sug¬ 
gests that what he really wants 
is to satisfy the concerns about 
both security and divine right 


At least since the Nixon 
administration, the United 
States has advocated a policy 
of land for peace, whereby 
Israel would withdraw from 
parts of the West Bank in 
return for solid political 
agreements 


political standing in the Mus¬ 
lim world. 

The US got something in re¬ 
turn—a strong and reliable 
ally in a volatile area. Israel 
showed notable restraint dur¬ 
ing the Gulf War. and it has 
steadfastly supported unpopu¬ 
lar US positions in the UN. 
sometimes at the cost of being 
in a lonely minority. 

Israel has grown up now. It 
has its own armaments indus¬ 
try. It has a standard of living 
in a class with Ireland and 
Spain. It is still getting about 
$3 billion a year in foreign aid 


by incorporating the West 
Bank into Israel and to dis¬ 
guise this by giving lip service 
to peace. He accuses the Pal¬ 
estinians of plotting violence 
while he himself is doing 
things to provoke violence. 
When this self-fulfilling 
prophecy comes true, Netan¬ 
yahu witl claim vindication 
even as he surveys the rains 
that his policy produced. 

So accustomed have the Is¬ 
raelis become to their close re¬ 
lationship with the United 
Slates that they find it hard to 
take American criticism seri¬ 


ously. When president Clinton 
criticized the subsidies re west 
Bank settlers, an Israeli offi¬ 
cial suggested it was the result 
of a had briefing by Mr Clin¬ 
ton’s subordinates. _ 

One reason for this Israeli 
attitude is that Israel has usual¬ 
ly been able to rely on its 
friends in the American Jewish 
com muni ty re use their legen¬ 
dary political clout to reverse 
any tendencies Washington 
might have to question Israeli 
policies. Already the chairmen 
of the senate foreign relations 
and house international rela¬ 
tions committees have 
weighed in with a letter to Ne¬ 
tanyahu assuring him of their 
support 

But as demonstrated by 
fund-raising in the recent flec¬ 
tion, Clinton also has friends 
in the American Jewish com¬ 
munity. They are not without 
influence in Israel, as well as 
in Washington. And they have 
perhaps the greatest invest¬ 
ment. both emotional and fi¬ 
nancial, in Israel’s success. 
They could now render a great 
service to Israel, to the United 
States, and above all to the 
cause of peace by urging a 
change of policy on Israel. 

Political accommodation be¬ 
tween Israel and its neighbors 
will bring trade and social in¬ 
tercourse. These will create 
vested interests in peace. That 
is the path to real security. 

Something else needs to be 
made clear. The United States 
cannot allow its foreign policy 
to be hostage to doctrinaire re¬ 
ligious extremism, whether 
from conservative orthodox 
Jews, Islamic fundamentalists, 
or evangelical Christians. ■ 

Christian Science Monitor 


A visit to the Israeli Trade Fair 



By Dr A. Clare Brandnbur 

ON FRIDAY morning. 10 Jan¬ 
uary. I went out to the site just 
off the Airport Road south of 
Amman in the Maij Al- 
Hammam area, to express my 
disapproval of ihe Israeli 
Trade Fair. When I arrived by 
naxi around 10:00 am. there 
•were many security personnel 
:at a checkpoint blocking off 
/the road a few hundred yards 
from the blue shed-like struc¬ 
ture in which 1 was told the 
fair was taking place. 

I asked permission to enter 
and was directed politely to 
the officer in charge who in¬ 
formed me it was Momnuah 
for me to enter without an in¬ 
vitation from the Israeli em¬ 
bassy. I told him. I wanted to 
tell the Israelis that in my view 
as an American living in J.or- 
dan the Israelis had nothing to 
sell that had not either been 
stolen from the Palestinians or 
extorted from the A merican 
taxpayer. He suggested that 1 
go around to the checkpoint on 
the other side of the venue and 
to ask for a permit to enter 
there. 

As I walked away from that 
checkpoint I could see troops 
ranged all the way down the 
road past the traffic sign read¬ 
ing “Naur” above and "Inter¬ 
national Fair” below, toward 
the blue building, and a scat¬ 
tering of civilians gathering 
across the street. At the other 
checkpoint, 1 had the same ex¬ 
perience: politely but firmly I 
was told it was forbidden to 
enter, but when the soldiers 
brought an English-speaking 
officer to speak to me -and I 
told him why 1 wanted to enter 
the Trade Fair, I felt there was 
a good deal of amused sympa¬ 
thy with my views. I suppose 
there were not many other 
middle aged American women 
wearing Nike’s and a black 
and white kufiyeh. so 1 made a 
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Demonstrators express outrage at Israeli products show. Picture taken on day of the 
opening of the exhibition last Wednesday 


somewhat odd fashion state¬ 
ment. 

By good luck, a local resi¬ 
dent overheard my remarks to 
the officers and look me in 
tow. I was served coffee, al¬ 
lowed to take photos from a 
good vantage point, and then 
escorted down to the original 
checkpoint where by now a 
very impressive crowd had 
gathered. It was Friday and Ihe 
first day of Ramadan 1 would 
estimate at least 2000 people 
were praying in the street fac¬ 
ing the security forces, and my 
guide kindly translated for me; 
they were praying for rain, for 
peace, and 1 could hear chorus¬ 
es from a group a bit higher up 
on the hill above the street 
chanting slogans vehemently 
but peacefully. I thought of the 


wise tactics of the pro- 
democracy forces in Belgrade 
marching and singing, driving 
their cars, making candle-light 
vigils at the Cathedral. Here, 
there seemed to be a tacit 
agreement between the dem¬ 
onstrators and the security 
forces—no violent confronta¬ 
tions. How smart, I thought 
This is a great strong peaceful 
expression of collective opin¬ 
ion. Will the world listen even 
though no one is being beaten 
or tear-gassed? I hope so. 

Seeing a cameraman film¬ 
ing the gathering, 1 asked per¬ 
mission to say a few words 
and I was asked to introduce 
myself. I spoke as an Ameri¬ 
can convinced that, as long as 
there are more illegal settlers, 
more massacres, more chil¬ 


dren being bludgeoned, more 
human rights activists de¬ 
tained by the Mossad, more 
foot-dragging in the “peace" 
process, closures which mean 
more hardship for the Palestin¬ 
ians in the Camps everywhere, 
how can we even consider 
having a trade fair with the Is¬ 
raelis. They are illegally occu¬ 
pying Palestinian. Syrian, and 
Lebanese land, causing eco¬ 
nomic hardship, impeding ed¬ 
ucation, displacing thousands 
of innocent people, and keep¬ 
ing thousands of Palestinians 
in prison. 1 would say the 
trade fair is at best premature, 
and 1 am glad i live in a coun¬ 
try where I am able to say so. 
Thank you, Jordan! ■ 


A university for peace 


To the Editor 

New ideas linking regional 
socio-economic development 
to the peace process in the 
Middle East and its implica¬ 
tion on the long-term security 
of Europe and the OECD 
countries appear to be taking 
shape. One such proposal 
calls for the establishment of 

a university, surrounded by a 
science park—similar to So¬ 
phia Antipolis on the French 
Riviera—following the with¬ 
drawal of Syrian and Israeli 
troops from Lebanon. 

This major project—to be 
located in South Lebanon—in 
the so-called "Security Zone,” 
now occupied by Israel, is ex¬ 
pected to become a focal 
point of relations among Leb¬ 
anon, Syria, Israel, and die 
Palestinians. Advocates of the 
plan feel that the establish¬ 
ment of such a cultural com¬ 
plex alongside agricultural 


villages will transform South 
Lebanon, Galilee, and areas 
between the Golan Heights 
into societies that will en¬ 
hance peace and cultural de¬ 
velopment throughout the re¬ 
gion. The university which 
will be linked on-hoe with da¬ 
tabanks world-wide as well as 
with research centers in Is¬ 
rael, Syria, Lebanon and Pal¬ 
estine will focus on energy 
and solar power, water re¬ 
sources and irrigation, agri¬ 
cultural sciences, environ¬ 
mental sciences, arts, and 
humanities. A special pro¬ 
gramme on the region's cul¬ 
tural history will also be of¬ 
fered. Emphasis will be 
placed on the contribution of 
Judeo-Christian-lslamic civil¬ 
izations on the development 
of Western culture. 

Because the archaeological 
riches of the area need to be 
preserved and studied, part 
of the university would com¬ 


prise an archaeological center 
where young archaeologists 
could be-trained, with a mu¬ 
seum to display and restore 
their finds- Also attached to 
the university wiU be a Cen¬ 
tre for Peace and the Preven¬ 
tion of Future Conflict which 
will include a trans- 
disdpfinary programme for 
the rehabilitation of fanatics 
and their sponsors. 

Although the Arab- Israeli 
conflict has dominated much 
of the discussions about the 
area over the past 50 years, 
insufficient attention has 
been devoted to other impor¬ 
tant issues that may not have 
been as eye-catching or news¬ 
worthy. Such questions in¬ 
dude a variety of topics such 
8S quarrels over God's identi¬ 
ty, border disputes, diver¬ 
gence in petroleum policies, 
and whether water is more 
precious than oil— Providing 
answers to snch questions will 


go a long way in ensuring se¬ 
curity and establishing' a 
peace culture among the peo¬ 
ples of the region. 

Fu n di n g for the project 
wiU come from the states 
sponsoring the International 
Peace Conference including 
Japan, Canada, the EU, the 
US and Russia. Additional 
funding wffl be generated by 
the private sector including 
international banks and mul¬ 
tinational corporations which 
win also be able to set up 
their own corporate research 
and development (R & D) 
centers. Proponents of the 
plan have stressed that scien¬ 
tific research be limited to de¬ 
velopment projects and have 
excluded classified research 
and all types of military and 
midear-related activities. ■ 

Christian Doumit 
Amman 



Peace and ■ 
security 

JORDANIAN : 

CAL initiatives on mmB? 
gional and international 
arenas, have always -beta* 
cleat cuu they never wa¬ 
vered from the nrtuliHenL. 
of Arab objectives-and-aSr; 

pirations. * , - 

The direction, of Jordan f; 
foreign policy relies on Jfie^. 
interconnectedness of .re- 1 
gional and imeman'oriaT 

considerations wjtboift; 
compromising the/ codfs 
slants of Jordanian realism.' 
His Majesty King Hus»S ; 
in's initiative in pushing; 
forward regional peace.'Is;: 
an important part of ourV ! 
quiet diplomacy, and firiii-'- 
ly linked to the parts-thati 
hold the comprehensive^ 
and just peace together. ... . '?* 

It is vita! that Joidan.in-7- 
tensifies its diplomatic 
forts and formulates.its for- , 
eign policy on clear • 
principles, and inte motion-i 
al variables. We have wttr 
nessed various proposals,-; 
from foreign policy makers? 
in Israel, EU, and the USA 1 ; 
regarding the future of ourij 
region, its peace and serii&v 
ity. But unfortunately, thei 
vision for the future dots ', 
not encompass the necesr ' 
sary package undo- such- 
terms. neither for security,* 
nor for comprehensive 
peace. 

When the West takesthe 
question of its security tp-v 
wards east Asia, and skips 
the whole of west Asi& thO » 
imbalance created tends to j 
leave the most important-; 
conflict zone in a slate oF' 
turmoil and without pnyj. 
hope for stability. Most im¬ 
portantly. the checkered ap*C 
proach to security in west-.; 
em Asia tends to be linked,'; 
mainly to the oil question^ 
and to a lesser extent the is¬ 
sue of accessible markets.:; 
The human dimension isu • 
totally neglected without 
urgency, and without reafi- - 
! zation that the concerns of | 

I development and economic . 
prosperity are tbe linchpins' 
of political stability!. 

From this perspective. 

I the efforts of HRH Crown 
Prince Hassau. which com- 
plimenr King Hussein’s ef¬ 
forts to find a viable solu- 
lion to the intricate and 
complex problems of our 
region, are concentrated oa- 
th£ human factor in any fu-“ 
ture formula that aims to 
guarantee the peaceful de-- 
velopment of relations iiL 
our area. .-L 

The Israelis have tfadr^ 
own vision of security for* 
the region, a vision wiriefr^ 
resulted, largely, by the ex-> 
perience of the second Gulf- 
War, and in which Israel i 
proposes to link its security' 
to that of the Gulf. Under- 
such a formula, one cannot 
help but feel, that- JordanT; 
W5IJ nor be in a positiorito • 
view its security in a total 
manner but rather leaves it, ■*. 
to find its own security ar- ; 
rangemems in a situation of. 
the laws of the jungle, rath- ' 
er than the civilized.part-.?: 
nership that transcends mfl- 
itary issue and armaments.^-/ 

The region is a whole; 
geographical complement/ 
tarity, and peace cannot be ’ 
a divisible entity, for the-; 
concerns of our area are , 
one and the same, and pros- 
perity as well as stability', 
cannot be achieved on a.se*:.; 
lective basis. 

For any security arrange- ^ 
menu Jordan does not look, 
only towards the Mediter-j: 
ranean. but also to the Red' ; 
Sea, and to its own Arab, 
depth in a geographically ’ 
inclusive regional arrange¬ 
ment, interdependent ml', 
built on the strong basis of ^ 
human, and economic de- . 
velopment as well as politi¬ 
cal stability. 

Jordan must bring tb£. 
Mediterranean to the- Red;* 
Sea region in any future se--; 
curity package, and the hin- : 
terland countries must not^ 
be ignored in this process. - 
We are yet to define; the^ 
term “our region,” and de- ‘ 
fine precisely our security - 
concents, for the clustering 
of the regions on the inter-; 
national arena, is leaving 
our world without its own- 
arrangements. And if- We; 
do not move forward c«t = 
our vision, we shall remain - 
governed by individual; 
concerns, rather than oorri-. 
prehensive ones. The star:’ 
bility of Jordan stems from' 
the stability of the whole* • 
region, and the same case-: 
goes for every other coua-: z 
try in the area, in that r 
sense, instead of leavings ~ 
each other to our own re-\ ; 
sources, we must re-.' - 
arrange our house accord- 
ing to the reality of interna- ; 
lional affairs. ■ • 



























6 JAKu AR v 


Jr*dle 

ta *tB P 


Khaj,.^ 


eace 

Se CUl 




l" ‘ 1 


'■ ' *' . fj n ihe* 1 ' 

* re. 

• , .? v,-a. 


■:'■ ■ ■ WSt 

- -^ncmai 

^iuiou, 

’ :<u % 

" “'^8 

^ .■■'■* «nnr 

• ^ At f lrnv i 

- . . "71' -**•&. 

.. . 

• • : - - • ,I n 

-• . . \ . " • M|[. 

• - • " . =p? ?OSsli. 





-r,r •: r V.--" 




16 JANUARY 1997 


® "Th® Jordan Interna¬ 
tional Industrial Co., is 
now established at a cap¬ 
ital of JD 2 million. Its 
shareholders include the 
Jordan International Insu¬ 
rance Co., the Industrial 
Development Bank, the 
Social Security Corp., 
and some Jordanian and 
Arab businessmen. The 
company plans to carry 
out various projects 
including an organic fer¬ 
tilizer industrial project, 
tity green and concen¬ 
trate animal fodders and 
a processing glass sand. 
About 200 new job 
opportunities would be 
created immediately. Its 
fertilizer production 
plants will be in Zarqa 
and in the south of the 
Kingdom. 

■ Arab Potash has gen¬ 
erated net profits of JD 
140 million lasL year. The 
company’s export reve¬ 
nues totalled SI70 mil¬ 
lion in 1996. It plans to 
expand productivity to 
2.25 million tons over the 
next three years to gener¬ 
ate export earnings to 
$220 million before the 
end of the century. Total 
costs of the expansion 
scheme is SI00 million. 
The company’s sales in 
1995 rose by 16.3% com¬ 
pared with 1994. 

Arab Potash exports its 
production to many mar¬ 
kets such as India, China. 
Europe, Canada, Latin 
America and Lhe US. 

■ Total production of 
the Jordan Cement Facto¬ 
ries Co., recorded on 
increase of 3%. in 1996 
to reach 3.512.190. 512 
tons compared with 
3,414,812 tons in 1995. 
The company’s exports 
also rose by 35% in 1996 
to reach 951,215 tons 
against 707.850 tons. 
This is due to its conclu¬ 
sive marketing strategy 
to attract more clients to 
buy cement and the high 
quality of its cement 
However, domestic sales 
of cement went down last 
year by 3.6% to reach 
2,582,478 tons compared 
with 2,680,581 in 1995. 

■ Madaba is witnessing 
an economic boom in its 
commercial and indus¬ 
trial fields. This is thanks 
to its Chamber of Com¬ 
merce and Industry. The 
chamber serves as a liai¬ 
son between the mer¬ 
chants and the Federation 
of the Chambers of Com¬ 
merce and financial insti¬ 
tutions in Amman. There 
are also 26 national facto¬ 
ries that have greatly con¬ 
tributed to putting an end 
to unemployment in the 
governorale. The Madaba 
chamber has 2200 
members. 


Inter-Arab trade below 
expectations, argues expert 


r- ■ •?. 


THE STAR 5 


•••-. £ '■ ;V<> J . • • 




>. r.-u "---.t 




AMMAN (Star)—In his work¬ 
ing paper given to the first 
Conference for Arab Busi¬ 
nessmen, Dr Jassim A! Man- 
nae, the executive chairman of 
the Arab Monetaiy Fund 
(AMF) said that inter-Arab 
trade is far below 
expectations. 

For many years, inter-Arab 
trade has suffered from a 
series of defects arising from 


the tendency of some Arab 
countries to adopt the slogans 
of self-sufficiency and the ben¬ 
efits from international 
markets. 

’There were many attempts 
to encourage pan-Arab trade, 
as the focus was on organizing 
the legal aspect of concluding 
bilateral agreements to remove 
obstacles facing the movement 
of commodities among Arab 


Seven Arab countries owe 
Iraq $1.4 billion 

SOURCES AT the lraqi Ministry of Finance revealed that 
seven Arab countries owe Iraq debts estimated at SL4 bil¬ 
lion. This sum includes loons provided by Iraq, ofl exports, 
bank deposits and profits of joint Arab projects. 

These states an Saudi Arabia, Syria, Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Somalia, United Arab Emirates ondEgypt. 

Iraq disclosed last October that ils frozen assets in these 
countries'since 1990 (the Gulf war) total $13 billion. But 
the Increase in their debts resulted from the accumulated 
Interest ratio ou these.debts. 

Also, Iraqi deposits In the European and American 
banks were frozen since. 1990. Baghdad had hopelessly, 
and many .times, caned for the release of Its deposits to buy 
humanitarian foodstuffs to reduce the sufferings of its peo¬ 
ple because otlhe UN sanctions. ■ 


stales." Al Mannae said. 

However, he continued, 
despite these efforts the level 
of unde exchange between 
Arab states is too low com¬ 
pared with the size of Arab 
external trade. 

Al Mannae attributed this to 
the weakness of the productive 
and export base. "The produc¬ 
tion criteria in the Arab states 
lack variety, if we exclude oil 
and other raw materials, other 
products prove to be weak." he 
added. 

In the light of the gradual 
movement from controlled and 
directed economies in the Arab 
world, to more liberalized 
economies, Dr Al Mannae 
expects inter-Arab trade to 
nourish and move on the right 
track. 

Many Arab countries, partic¬ 
ularly Jordan and Egypt, have 
moved successfully in their 
economic reform programs and 
have gone far in giving the pri¬ 
vate sector a greater role in the 
process of development 

In addition, economic strate¬ 
gics in some, if not most Arab 
countries, are tending to move 
towards becoming affiliates to 
international organizations 


such as lhe European partner¬ 
ship and the World Trade 
Organization i WTO). 

This, according to Dr Al 
Mannae, revises lhe need for 
the emergence of regional 
Arab blocs to face global 
challenges. 

Joining WTO and other 
organizations will certainly be 
a motivation towards openness 
and the liberalization of exter¬ 
nal trade, leading also to 
increasing the volume of inter- 
Arab trade exchange and 
establishing free zones in the 
region. 

What is also promising for 
pan-Arab trade-exchange is 
the increasing concern in Arab 
countries to enhance the infra¬ 
structure which is essential for 
trade sectors covering educa¬ 
tion. health, banking, hotels, 
industry, insurance, financial 
services. freight and 
marketing. 

However. Arab countries 
are willing to facilitate proce¬ 
dures to encourage free trade. 
These are two-fold, on the 
administrative level and/or 
customs legislations. Dr AI 
Mannae pointed out. 

These measures will also 
enhance import and expon 


Jordanian touristic sector provides 
promising incentives for investors 


AMMAN (Star)—Since the 
peace treaty was concluded 
between Jordan and Israel three 
years ago, the touristic sector 
witnessed ups and downs. This 
is particularly so in the promo¬ 
tion of touristic sites in Jordan. 
Yet any further achievements 
in this regard were blocked by 
the hardline policy adopted by 
the Israeli prime minister Ben¬ 
jamin Netanyahu. However, 
official sources estimate the 
volume of touristic investments 
in Jordan over the last 1995- 
1996 at $500 million. 

Most of these are Arab and 
foreign investments. There are 
45 hotels with 500 rooms under 
construction. 

JOrdan is exerting great 
effort to develop the touristic 
sector through organizing its 
administration and setting rea¬ 
listic touristic strategies on the 
basis of developing touristic 
legislations. 

In addition to the obstacles 
arising from the setbacks in the 
peace process, the touristc sec¬ 
tor suffers from other difficul¬ 
ties related to financing and 
high interest rates on loans 
together with restrictions to 
guarantee the requirements to 


obtain banking 
facilities. 

in addition, 
there is Che 
shortage of 
cadres and fully « ra9BasaaB ,| 

trained technical 
manpower that IV : 

is qualified to T‘j %g Y~].A 

work, in the Vj 

hotels and cater- 

there are approx- 
imately 5800 
archaeological 
sites in Jordan. iL 
is difficult to 
make land avail- 
able because of 
its highly histor¬ 
ical nature, par¬ 
ticularly those in 
the northern 

heights, the--— 

Dead Sea and 
the Jordan Valley. 

Besides Petra and Aqaba, 

these areas have fascinating 
touristic and archaeological 
sites. 

Experts state that the number 
of tourists arriving in Jordan 
will reach two million within 
the next two years. This also 
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implies that the number of 
touristic projects, especially 
hotels will see a noticeable 
progress. 

The rooms of lhe five-star 
hotels will rise from 1036 to 
2000 by 1999. Investors call on 
the government to provide 
Arab and foreign tourists with 


First Islamic Investment Bank 
established in Bahrain at $150 million 
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AMMAN (Star)—The first Islamic Invest¬ 
ment Bank has just been established in 
Bahrain. It has a paid-up capital of $150 
million. The bank Is a subsidiary of the 
Arab Banking Corporation (ABC). 

The new bank seeks to become inte¬ 
grated into the mainstream banking opera¬ 
tions in Bahrain. However, being Islamic 
in character;, the bank aims to Introduce 
new fiscal and investment tools that are 
aligned with its principles. 

Sheikh Ahmed Abdul Latif, the corpora¬ 
tions executive director, together with a 
fall team, has taken the initiative to put 
together a detailed strategy to the corpora¬ 
tion's 1997 agenda. 

The-corporation is seeking to maintain 
its position in global banking by moderniz¬ 
ing its organizational structure to cope 
with requirements of the world markets, 
besides focusing on traditional banking 
services. 

In this respect, the new strategy is tar¬ 


geted at establishing the first banking fund 
' for investing in stocks of public sharehold¬ 
ing companies which are listed on Gulf 
stock exchanges. 

The fund's capital is about $25 million. 
Economic observers point out that over the 
last two years the ABC succeeded in over¬ 
coming external challenges and difficulties. 
It is considered by the American Treasury 
as the most successful bank in the Arab 
world. 

Shareholders rights in the corporation 
exceeded $13 billion and it has managed to 
face such challenges by establishing sound 
centres in the Arab countries. 

The ABC has 30 branches Corporation 
distributed all over the world. In addition 
to its subsidiaries, among them is the Span¬ 
ish Atlantic Bank, the International Bank 
of the Arab Banking Corporation (ABC) in 
Britain, the ABC-bank iu Jordan, and 
International Bank of Asia in Hong Kong. 


more facilities in getting visas 
to visit Jordan. 

Among the huge touristic 
projects is Haya[/Amman five- 
star hotel, which is being exe¬ 
cuted by the Zara Investment 
(Holding) Co., at a total cost of 
$50 million. 

There are also two hotels. 
Sheraton and Al Shmeisani 
(three-stars) that are being built 
by the International Hotels and 
Commercial Markets Co., 
which was established at a JD 
25 million capital. Other hotels 
are also under construction. 
These include the Hilton. Four 
Seasons and the Holiday Inn. 

The labor force in the touris¬ 
tic sector in Jordan is estimated 
at 9000. and official sources 
anticipate that the revenues 
from this sector Iasi year to 
have reached $750 million. 

Investors in tourism arc catl¬ 
ing on the government to 
embark on measurements to 
activate investments in this sec¬ 
tor. through increasing tax and 
customs exemptions and estab¬ 
lish a specialized bank to 
finance touristic investment (as 
is the case with the Export and 
Finance Bank). Also others call 
to establish academic and pro¬ 
fessional specialized institu¬ 
tions in hotel training and tour¬ 
istic services. 

Reviving the course of the 
touristic sector requires (he 
development of a tourism 
infrastructure. ■ 
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activities. 

Inter-Arab trade increased 
by eight percent, but this is 
very low compared to the 
growth of international trade 
estimated at 19 percent by the 
end of 1995. 

The growth average of inter- 
Arab exports recorded a stable 
ratio at 10 percent of the total 
Arab external trade. 

However. Dr Al Mannae 
added that inter-Arab trade 
increased in 1995 to record 34 
percent, in Tunisia 30 percent 
and in Yemen 12 percent. 

Agricultural products /vege¬ 
table. fruit and meat) come 
first of inter-Arab exports at 
54 percent-74 percent. Then 
comes the exports of fuels, 
metals, iron and steel products, 
and petrochemical products 
ranging from 20 percent to 60 
percent. 

The obstacles facing inter- 
Arab trade vary from little 
obstacles to difficulties related 
to customs procedures, trans¬ 
port and crossing measures, 
lack of data, and the insuffi¬ 
cient growth of infra-structure 
services. Dr Al Mannae said. 

But. in the light of the ten¬ 
dency towards better trade 
exchange levels among Arab 
countries, some of these coun¬ 
tries encourage the emergence 
of establishments to guarantee 
exports as it is the case in 
Egypt. Morocco, Tunisia, 
Algeria and Oman. In addi¬ 
tion. some specialized banks 
are taking the initiative to 
finance exports as it is the case 
in Egypt and Jordan (The 
Export and Finance Bank). 

The establishment of the 
programme to finance Arab 
trade is set up within the con¬ 
text targetted at securing the 
infrastructure services that are 
essential for boosting inter- 
Arab trade. Dr Al Mannae con¬ 
tinued. ■ 


Draft law on monopoly raises much 
debate 

THE DRAFT law to encourage competition and ban monop¬ 
oly is seen by the Jordanian Exporters’ Association (JEA) as 
another bureaucratic means to supervise, follow up. control, 
inspect and impose penalties. However, sources at the JEA do 
not deny that such a draft can be acceptable being regarded as 
admirable to liberalize the market, prohibit monopoly and pro¬ 
mote competition. 

But the JEA pointed out that there is a possibility to moni¬ 
tor the new bureaucratic aspects from the start. 

In a statement released, the JEA said that the draft law 
allows public corporations that arc transferred to the private 
sector to monopolize the market because there is no time limit 
specified. 

Association officials added that such a monopoly may last 
for ever. 

Moreover, there is ambiguity in some articles stipulated in 
the draft law. while other articles seek to prevent suppliers 
from fixing the resale price of commodities by retailers. 

This is despite the fact that the price of certain commodities 
has to be equal, such as fuel or with a fixed price for special 
trademarks. 

The draft law also prohibits the offering of the commodity 
at a lower price. This is unacceptable to merchants. 

JEA stressed that although the draft law was formulated 
after extensive foreign consultation, it is the government 
which must have the credit, h is a means to secure stability in 
dealings and enable investors to plan on the long-term projects 
after being fully acquainted with details of the draft law that is 
expected to be approved soon. 

According to the JEA. the government has taken up such a 
law io minimize the role of the Ministry of Supply to monopo¬ 
lize trading in certain commodities and stop imposing a com¬ 
pulsory pricing system. 

Such a step also implies that the government is satisfied 
with the role of the Jordanian national (private) sector. The 
government’s role should later become limited to organization 
and legislation rather than being involved in the productive 
process. 

On the other hand, the Chamber of Industry regards the 
draft law os inadequate for the present economic situation. 

After discussing the draft law with manufacturers and busi¬ 
nessmen, ihe Chamber rejected it claiming that 85 percent of 
the 21,000 productive and service institutions are of small 
concerns. 

The Chamber stressed that competition does exist among 
manufacturers, who usually announce big sale, selling in 
installments and attract buyers by giving rewards and dis¬ 
counted prices. 

But our national products are exposed to strong competition 
from similar imported'eommodities particularly from China 
and south Asia. This forces our local companies to adhere to 
competition in promoting their products on the domestic and 
foreign markets. 

As for monopoly, the chamber stated that it doesn’t exist in 
Jordan, unless if it is practiced as a sort of abuse under certain 
conditions, which is rejected by Jordanians. ■ 


Jordanian-European partnership 
agreement faces difficulties 


AMMAN (Star)—Despite the 
fact that Jordan and the Euro¬ 
pean Union (EU) have 
achieved progress in their 
negotiations to conclude Jor- 
danian-EU partnership agree¬ 
ment that was to be signed by 
the end of last year, sources at 
Lhe Ministry of Planning said 
that the signing was 
postponed. 

According to the agreement, 
partnership has to be signed 
soon between the EU and the 
Middle East countries, among 
them Jordan, to establish a 
free trade zone by the year 
2010. Hence, Jordanian indus¬ 
trial and agricultural products 
will be allowed to enter Euro¬ 
pean countries free from cus¬ 
toms tariffs. 

However, there are still 
sticking issues making it diffi¬ 
cult to sign the agreement this 
month. These would have to 
be settled first. 

The EU for instance calls 
on Jordan to shoulder the 
responsibility for Arab refu¬ 
gees who pass through the 
Kingdom on their way to 
Europe, by giving them Jorda¬ 
nian passports. This demand is 
rejected by Jordanian officials 
regarding it as a violation of 
Jordan’s sovereignty. 

The other thorny issue is the 
list of Jordan's agricultural 
commodities that are allowed 
to enter Europe. While Jordan 
requests the EU to expand the 
number of items to benefit its 
agricultural sector. EU mem¬ 
bers reject this request, 
arguing that it would threaten 
their agricultural interests in 


the region. 

The EU also calls on Jordan 
to sign the Treaty of Intellec¬ 
tual Property Rights within 
five years of signing the part¬ 
nership agreement (as stipu¬ 
lated in the World Trade 
Organization agreement). 
Observers believe that such a 
period is insufficient because 
Jordanian industrial products 
need more time to cope with 
the new situation. 

Sources at the Ministry of 
Planning expect the two sides 
to meet shortly to discuss 
these pending issues and find 
out an outlet for the dispute. 

However, Mr Khaled Al- 


Madadha, state minister for 
foreign affairs later denied 
there is any delay in signing 
the partnership agreement, 
between Jordan and the EU. 

On the contrary, he added 
that the two sides are moving 
on successfully, pointing out 
that Dr Rima Khalaf. minister 
of planning had earlier 
stressed that the signing would 
be in mid-1997. 

Similarly, the head of the 
European Delegation in 
Amman. Yves Gazzo stressed 
that the agreement is in ils 
final stages and will be signed 
within few months. ■ 


Unemployment increases 
among civil engineers 

A STUDY conducted by the Royal Scientific Society on the 
needs of the labor market for engineering graduates revealed 
that since the mid-1980s the average rate of unemployment rose 
to eight percent among civil engineers. This is attributed to the 
sharp increase in graduates, it rose by 12 percent, from 6497- 
engineers in 1980 to 35068 in 1995. 

Students were interested in civil engineering rather than other 
branches from 1980 to 1985. However, this interest declined 
between 1985-1995 when students preferred to study electrical., 
mechanical, architectural and chemical engineering. 

Such a phenomenon resulted from the increasing demand on: 
these specializations in the labor market while this demand was; 
too low in civil engineering. 

Working engineers were 23.000 in 1995. while the unem¬ 
ployed were 2000. This is in addition to the 10,000 engineersr 
outside Jordan. 

By the year 2005, the study expected a surplus in engineers 
reaching to 52759. In die first rank will come ihe-architecturat 
engineers who will account for the highest growth ratios folr 
lowed by electrical, mechanical, chemical and civil engineers. 
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Output in PNA areas plummets 

■ The Palestinian Monetary Authority revealed that 
Palestinian domestic output declined sharply from 
S2.I6I billion in 1995 to $1,633 billion in 1996. This is 
due to the Israeli blockade of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. The 118 days of blockade have cost the Palestin¬ 
ian economy a loss of more than $1.2 billion. A lot of 
workers were unable to get to their jobs. Per capita 
annual income in the West Bank and. Gaza was esti¬ 
mated at $652. which is very close to the official pov¬ 
erty level, that is $650 per capita. The deficit in the bud¬ 
get of the Palestine National Authority rose from $75 
million in 1995 to $195 million last year. The situation 
is likely to continue to worsen unless something drastic 
happens. What is needed is not only for Israel to allow 
Palestinians in its markets, but massive doses of outside 
financial injections which the PNA has already been 
promised. 


First Arab satellite against 
normalization 


■ A group of experts are presently conducting feasibil¬ 
ity studies and technical preparations to establish the 
first Arab satellite station to fight the process of normal¬ 
ization with Israel. It is argued that Israel has slowly 
been creeping into the Arab world. 

Informed sources expect this station to become opera¬ 
tional either this year or next year. Any Arab anywhere 
from the Gulf to Morocco can receive directly the sta¬ 
tion's programs without any obligation to pay any con¬ 
tributions to the station. 

This step came as a recommendation from the general 
conference to combat normalization with Israel, which 
has concluded its sessions earlier in Yemen. 

Full plans are already underway to establish a loca¬ 
tion for the station together with its permanent technical 
staff, according to the Assistant Secretary General of 
the Arab Lawyers Union. Abdul Azeem AI Maghribi. 
who is also the rapporteur of the conference to combat 
normalization with Israel. 

AI Maghribi added that according to the recommen¬ 
dations of Sana 't Yemen) conference, the next meeting 
will be convened in Cairo next 8 March. In addition to 
establishing the station, participants will discuss issuing 
an Arab periodical magazine that calls for resisting all 
attempts to normalize ties with Israel. Furthermore, they 
will tackle the possibility of establishing a data center 
according to the latest technological developments. The 
center will specialize in collecting data and preparing 
studies that can acquaint the Arab popular movement 
with "Israeli colonial plans and means to resist them ” 

If set up. the satellite station will be the first of its 
kind to light normalization with Israel on a global level. 


Enormous Israeli immigration to 
US 


■ More and more people are leaving Israel to settle in 
the United States according to latest reports. The Israeli 
daily. Ytdioi Ahronot staled that there are 5000 people 
leaving Israel each year to settle in New York. How¬ 
ever. there are much more Israelis who are settling in 
that city illegally.. This movement has become worri¬ 
some and a topic of much discussion by Israel's deci¬ 
sion-makers. From 1990 to 1994, 20.709 Israelis have 
immigrated from Israel to the US. In contrast, the num¬ 
ber of Israeli immigrants to the US during the 1980s. 
did not exceed 85.000. Sources at the American Immi¬ 
gration Dept., say that between 1980-1994 about 
50.00O-Israelis have arrived in the USA and resided 
there illegally. 


PNA denies Tel Aviv bombing 

■ Palestinian President Yassir Arafat brushed off 
claims that a Palestinian group was responsible for the 
Tel Aviv hombings last week. However, a Popular Lib¬ 
eration Front spokesman said the bombings were a 
response fur the recent attacks on Palestinians in Heb¬ 
ron. However, he denied that his group was responsible 
for the bombines. 
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By Rebecca Trounson 

LA Times- Washington Post 

News Sendee 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM—It 
is known simply as ,L the video¬ 
tape.” And in this small, selt- 
critical and image-conscious 
nation, it has become an infa¬ 
mous and instantly familiar 
symbol of injustice and 
oppression. 

The 45-minute tape. Filmed 
by a Palestinian in a nearby 
apartment, shows two Israeli 
border guards beating and 
' humiliating six Palestinian 
laborers caught trying to enter 
Israel without work permits. 
When Israeli television aired the 
tape in November. Israelis and 
Palestinians alike reacted with 
shock and anger as they 
watched guards force (he men to 
do pushups, kicked one in the 
head and sat. bouncing, on the 
head of another. 

The beating, in a remarkable 
parallel to the Rodney King 
case, was aired here repeatedly 
and broadcast worldwide, creat¬ 
ing an immediate uproar. Yet it 
is only the latest in a series of 
incidents that have raised con¬ 
cerns about the training, educa¬ 
tion and racial attitudes of those 
assigned to protect Israel from 
intrusion at a time of rising ten¬ 
sions with the Palestinians and 
the Arab world. 

That border police violence 
against Palestinians is growing 
without question. The reasons. 


though, are in dispute. 

The Guard is a 9,000-strong 
paramilitary force that controls 
the checkpoints separating Israel 
from areas under the rule of Pal¬ 
estinian National Authority, and 
backs up the Israeli army and 
regular police in disputed areas. 

According to figures released 
by the guard's commanding 
officers, incidents involving 
undue force against Palestinians 
jumped 21 percent in 1996. 
Recent cases have also tended to 
be more severe and referred for 
criminal prosecution more often 
than in the past, said a Justice 
Ministry official charged with 
investigating the incidents. 

For "years. Palestinians, and 
some Israelis, have asserted that 
members of the Border Guard 
routinely assault and degrade 
Arabs. Privately and in testi¬ 
mony to human rights groups. 
Palestinians have' recounted 
numerous instances of verbal 
and physical abuse. 

Palestinian officials see the 
current escalation os an indirect 
result of the election Iasi May 
that brought to power Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
and a rightist-religious coalition 
government that has slowed the 
peace process with the 
Palestinians. 

"We are not saying that Bibi 
Netanyahu told them to be 
tough with Arabs and beat 
them.” said Ah mad Tibi, a sen¬ 
ior adviser to Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat. "But we believe 


that the policeman on the 
ground is seeing a green light 
from this government for a 
harder line against Arabs, and 
interpreting that in this way.” 

Israeli • government officials 
and Border Guard commanders 
dismiss such statements os base¬ 
less. and say the reasons for the 
recent increases are more com¬ 
plex than that and rooted, in 
pan. in the guards' evolving 
mission. 

Although most of the thou¬ 
sands of daily contacts between 
guards and Palestinian civilians 
end peacefully. ’the exceptions 
occur loo often, and in numbers 
that should bother us in 3 demo¬ 
cratic society." said Eran Schen- 
dar. who heads the Justice Min¬ 
istry's department of 
investigations of police officers. 

After a review prompted by 
the televised beating. Israeli 
Attorney General Michael Ben- 
Yair told defense and internal 
security ministers that he is con¬ 
vinced that guard violence 
against Arabs is a "widespread 
phenomenon." Further, the data 
involving such incidents paints a 
"grim picture of a deep-rooted 
tradition of violence by the bor¬ 
der police against Arabs, simply 
because they are Arabs." Ben- 
Yair said in a letter. ’There are 
those w-ho hold that the same 
phenomenon exists, albeit in 
lesser dimensions, within the 
framework of other <Israeli) 
security forces." 

The attorney general also said 
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Israeli violence against Palestinians continue 


those convicted of abuse should 
be punished more harshly than 
in the past. 

Of 304 cases opened in 1996 
for unlawful use of force. 73 
were closed because the peti¬ 
tioners did not cooperate with 
the investigation. 47 were 
closed for lack of evidence and 
26 were dismissed as unjusti¬ 
fied. In 33 cases, guards were 
prosecuted. In 14 others, they 
were referred for disciplinary 
action and the rest remain under 



• Chairman of the Palestinian Airlines Brig. Fayez Zaydan (Center), Shaikh Youssef of the Palestinian authorities (sec¬ 
ondfrom left) and the pilots of the airline. The plane was on its maiden flight to Saudi Arabia carrying Palestinian pil¬ 
grims. It was due to fly from the Gaza strip last Friday , but technical delays by Israel meant that it had to fly Jropt Egypt 


investigation. 

Schendar and others said the 
numbers would undoubtedly be 
higher if many Palestinians were 
not too fearful to complain to' 
Israeli authorities. “The system 
doesn't work welL” Schendar 
said. “If they had a bad experi¬ 
ence, it could be they wish not 
to speak to us. But we are really 
eager to raft to them and find 
out the facts." 

Guard commanders and Jus¬ 
tice Ministry officials inter¬ 
viewed recently condemned the 
violence and said they are try¬ 
ing, through increased training 
and educational seminars, to 
combat the trend. Border Guard 
trainees, who already received 
specialized police and anti- 
tenorism classes along with six 
months of basic training, will 
now be given expanded instruc¬ 
tion in such areas as when to use 
force, officials said. 

Nevertheless, they cited sev¬ 
eral reasons for the escalation, 
including the changing mission 
of the Guard because of the 
peace process, a declining ratio 
of career officers to conscripts 
and fingering anger over Sep- 
■ (ember gun battles between Pal¬ 
estinians and Israelis, including 
marry border police. 

More than 75 people died and 
about 1.000 were wounded in 
chat violence, which flared 
across the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip after Israel's opening of a 
tunnel entrance in Jerusalem's 
Old City. 

“One reason for these events 
is the frustration that develops in 
the field, the hostility (the bor¬ 
der police) feel" from the Pales¬ 
tinian population, said Brig. 
Gen. Nir Tsafrir. who com¬ 
mands the Jerusalem region's 
1.250 guards. 

In a September report, the 
Israeli human rights group 
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eminent officials, inefts®^^^ 
Netanyahu, denounced 
guards shown in the tape.-.aa dg^^ j 
declared that such abuse Ts 
typical of the behavior of 
security forces toward Pafesua^ 
ian civilians.” ' "jz.K&i 

The guards. David Ben 
20. and Tzafti Shma’ya. 
awaiting trial on charges 
aggravated assault and abuse-joit^^ 
power. They are being , 
under house arrest 7 
Four other, guards 
charged the same day in con^^ 
nection with the beating in JunSpy 
of another Palestinian. caught-H?^ 
Israel without a permit 
there. The man was taken , 

wooded area and. auxrrdin&fe&g 
the charges, beaten onitte. beMdr 
with a baton until the. baa® ^ 
broke and fe iasLas? 
consciousness. * 

Human rights activists, 
Palestinian officials dispose#?# 
assertions by Netanyahu _ 
others that that the treatment#^-' 
Palestinians exhibited m «Jher ?^ 
incident is unusual, and.; ha&^W 
said they feel vjndicatedTv.i^r^' 
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Pragmatism wins the day in Hebron 

Netanyahu’s slow political evolution takes 
him from extreme right to center right 
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By Barton GeUman 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 
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OCCUPIEDJERUSA- 
LEM—Prime Minis¬ 
ter Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu Wednesday 
renounced the dream 
that defined and di¬ 
vided Israeli politics 
for a generation. 

The dream was his 
own, and that of his 
Likud Party, which 
has governed Israel 
according to its de¬ 
mands for 16 of the 
last 20 years. It 
saw an Israel un¬ 
challenged in 
sovereignty from 
the Jordan River 
to the Mediterrane 
Sea. with all of the 
West Bank in its hands. 
That vision animated Ne¬ 
tanyahu's whole political 
life, and he ascended to Likud 
Patty leadership as its foremost 
public voice. 

Wednesday, perceiving no 
choice, he set it aside. Having led 
his political movement to power, 
Netanyahu gave it two shocks 
that already have begun to tear 
it in half. 

First, he consented to with¬ 
draw from most of Hebron, the 
city at the center 
of Israel's biblical 
claim to the West 
Bonk. Second, 
and'more fateful¬ 
ly. Netanyahu agreed to transfer 
large if unspecified rural stretch- 
of the occupied territory to 
Palestinian control by late next 
year. 

Netanyahu’s core supporters 


BENJAMIN, NETANYAHU 
Prime Minister at Israel 


might have forgiven him for shaking 
Yasser Arafat's hand in September, de¬ 
priving him of the long-time argument 
that there was no one to talk to about 
compromise. But many said they cannot 
forgive—or even quite believe—that 
their standard-bearer is handing real as¬ 
sets to what he so often called the emerg¬ 
ing "PLO terrorist state.” 

“That's about the end of what we call 
the Land of Israel movement” said YIs¬ 
rael Harel, founder and former chairman 
of the Yesfta Council, the umbrella move¬ 
ment of Jewish settlers in the West Bank. 
"It means that all our efforts in the last 
30 years are in vain. ... It is better to 
bring down this government than allow 
this government to bring down our be¬ 
liefs." 

In fact, the governing coalition is on 
the brink of self-destruction over 
Wednesday's accord. Many of Netanya¬ 
hu’s 66 legislators in the 120 -seat parlia¬ 
ment are expected to desert him when the 
pact comes to a vote, though support 
from the Labor Party and other lefi-of- 
center factions will ensure he survives a 
vote of confidence. 1710(6 also remained 
a possibility that Netanyahu's cabinet— 
divided eight to seven so far. with three 
still wavering—would reject the new 
pact. That would likely force Netanyahu 
to enter painful talks with the opposition 
to form a new government 

Tt doesn't mean that a national unity 
government is inevitable, but it does 
mean that Netanyahu has positioned him¬ 
self smack in the middle of the Israeli po¬ 
litical spectrum.'' Dore Gold, his chief 
foreign-policy adviser, said in an inter¬ 
view. "He will require the backing of the 
center-left in order 10 advance his center- 
right agenda." 

What brought Netanyahu so far. so 
Tast, remains a matter of Intense debate in 
Israel. 

Gold, argued that Netanyahu has 
proved "that when he says he's commit¬ 
ted to agreements that his predecessors 


Gold said. Netanyahu's rightist 
credentials enabled him "to deliver 
something"—the Hebron with¬ 
drawal—"which his predecessors, 
factually, didn't deliver.” 

Ehud Barak, the favorite to suc¬ 
ceed Shimon Peres as leader of the 
opposition Labor Party, said he 
doubted Netanyahu is “crossing 
the Rubicon" to sincere commit¬ 
ment to the peace talks pioneered 
by Peres and the late Prime Minis¬ 
ter Yitzhak Rabin. 

He said il galls him. even so, to 
see Netanyahu “adopting one by 
one the same steps he described as 
crimes when they were taken by 
Rabin.’* Barak's campaign against 
Netanyahu's re-election, he said, 
will describe the Likud leader as 
“a usurper," adding. “You stole 
power, and we don't have trust in 
your character." 

Netanyahu has made clear in 
public and private remarks that his 
bedrock beliefs have not changed. 

He reiterated to Israel Bond rabbis 
this month, for example, that the 
Oslo accord on which Wednes¬ 
day’s pact was based was “a bad agree¬ 
ment’' that his predecessors should not 
have signed. 

Yitzhak Shamir, the last Likud prime 
minister, said in an interview from retire¬ 
ment that Netanyahu has showed himself 
to be weak—abandoning “all the ideas Of 
his movement" in order ”10 please the 
United States.” 

"In my opinion every agreement with 
Arafat and every concession to the Arabs 
can only weaken Israel, and not strength¬ 
en it," he said. 

"1 don’t know who invented the princi¬ 
ple that the decisions of the previous gov¬ 
ernment have to be fulfilled." he added in 
another interview. "That is inane and ma¬ 
licious.” Asked whether Israel should re¬ 
conquer Nablus and Jericho, whose trans¬ 
fer to Arafat .a year ago he called a “great 
mistake,” Shamir replied, “No signed, he 
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comment." 

Seven months of go-slow talks, three 
of which passed before Netanyahu con¬ 
sented to meet Arafat, have led to the pre¬ 
mier's grudging acknowledgement that 
there is only one available peace partner 
among the Palestinians and one basic 
frame of reference for their talks. 

TTie costs of renouncing the talks alto¬ 
gether. first and foremost in broad Israeli 
public support, are higher than Netanyahu 
is prepared to pay. Polls have consistently 
shown that a large majority of Israelis 
support the Oslo accord and want the 
peace process to continue. 

~The public understands,” the mass cir¬ 
culation Maariv newspaper editorialized, 
■That the alternative to the peace process 
is intifada (Palestinian uprising), terror, 
Israel's isolation in the international com¬ 
munity. economic collapse, and in the 
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war against the Arab world." 

Ron Pun dak. the Tel Aviv historian 
with fellow academic Yair Hindi- 
launched Israel's secret diplomacy . 
wjth the PLO in 1993, rooted strongly for / '-V 
Peres to defeat Netanyahu last spring: la, 
retrospect, he said, “it may be that histo- ;V 
rians a hundred years from now will dfc 
cide that this period is a very good period '.•.s 
for the peace process, and I emphasize ... 
the word process rather than peace. The * ^ 
prime minister, whether he likes it or not, :• 
has given the partner qn the other side, v 
and the process itself. legitimacy." 

Asked why Netanyahu would do stich "V 
a thirife, Pundak replied with the universal -• *.-?? 
imperative of democratic politics. * 

“He would like to be elected again," 
Plmdak said. “I believe his drive for sue- • 
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believe his drive for suc¬ 
cess is stronger chan his ideology." ■ 
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Trade wave leaves Africa behind 


By Stephea Buckley 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News AServis 


ACCRA, Ghana—For years 
customers could not call Kwab-’ 
ena Afan, a pineapple exporter 
directly in Aburi. his home, 
town 65 miles north of here. 

His clients First had to call 
this city, Ghana's capital. Then 
someone here would call ihe 
Aburi post office. Then a post 
office messenger would go to 
Afari's home. If anything went 
wrong, and it frequently did. 
Afari might not receive the 
message for days. 

"Customers were complain- 
tug,’ said Afari. 46. who 
recently bought a cellular tele¬ 
phone. "My guy in Turin got 
fed up. He said. ■] can’t work 
with you anymore. It’s too hard 
to communicate.'" 

Afari’s struggles are a grim 
example of what ails sub- 
Saharan Africa and its roughly 
600 million people. As a great 
wave of trade and foreign 
investment transforms the glo¬ 
bal economy, drawing hun¬ 
dreds of millions out of pov¬ 
erty in developing countries 
and creating new industries and 
jobs. sub-Saharan Africa has 
been left behind. 

Afflicted by political insta¬ 
bility, wrongheaded economic 
policies, lack of infrastructure 
and a dearth of investment in 
education and health care, the 
world’s poorest people have 
grown poorer over the past 
decade. The great engines of 
growth in the post-Cold War 
world—trade and foreign 
investment—essentially never 
started turning in African coun¬ 
tries. despite the efforts of a 
number of nations to implant 
the developing world's new 
free-market model. 

“It's not that we have been 
left behind" in the global econ¬ 
omy. said Lucia Quachey. who 
heads the Ghanaian Associa¬ 
tion of Women Entrepreneurs. 
“It's that we haven't even 
started.” 

An estimated 40 percent of 
Africa’s people live on less an 
SI a day. Between 1989 and 
1992. nearly half of the conti¬ 
nent's countries suffered nega¬ 


tive economic growth rates. 
Only in the Iasi two years have 
there been signs of an upturn as 
countries including Ghana. 
Uganda, Tanzania and Mozam¬ 
bique pursue free-market poli¬ 
cies: this year regional growth 
may reach Five percent, accord¬ 
ing to the International Mone¬ 
tary Fund. Still, over the past 
20 years, pcr-capita income has 
crawled upward by roughly 
$70 in Africa, compared to a 
5900jump in East Asia. 

Africa receives roughly 
three percent of the foreign 
direct investment flowing into 
developing countries. And that 
share could fail further: The 
United Nations reports that 
foreign investment in the con¬ 
tinent plunged by 27 percent 
last year, to $ 2.1 billion—less 
than China received in two 
months. Only South Africa, 
with its new democratic gov¬ 
ernment. trained work force 
and rich resources, is drawing 
substantial investments from 
multinational companies. 

Western and Asian business 
leaders say Africa lucks the 
infrastructure and stability to 
sustain investments in the 
low-wuge manufacturing 
plants that are the basic build¬ 
ing block of foreign invest¬ 
ment. And they say most Afri¬ 
can countries do not have the 
consumer buying power that 
would justify local production 
of televisions and microwave 
ovens. “With Africa." says 
John Koo, president and chief 
executive officer of the 
Korean giant LG Electronics, 
"we have a problem making 
investment decisions and we 
don't have a solution at the 
moment.” 

The continent's lack of pre¬ 
paredness for the new model 
of global economic growth is 
linked to a history pocked 
with wars, coups and counter¬ 
coups. Since the late 1950s, 25 
African countries have under¬ 
gone at least one violent gov¬ 
ernment change, with some 
nations entrenching coups as 
political ritual. Nigeria, the 
region's most populous nation 
and potentially most economi¬ 
cally powerful, still is stum¬ 
bling through the conse¬ 



quences of repealed coups 
since independence in 1963. 
Meanwhile, many longtime 
dictators and strongmen have 
held their economies hostage, 
maintaining unprofitable state- 
owned enterprises, keeping 
high tariffs and price controls 
and explicitly supporting 
corruption. 

And even those few coun¬ 
tries. like Ghana, that have 
avoided war and political 
chaos and tried to open their 
economies to the new flows of 
world capital have been crip¬ 
pled by a lack of domestic 
investment, inconsistent poli¬ 
cies and corruption. 

Africa's economies will be 
crippled “as long as you have 
these mafia governments, 
these predatory states." said 
George Ayitteh. a Ghanaian 
who teaches economics at 
American University. “In 
Nigeria, in Zaire, all over the 
continent, the people in gov¬ 
ernment are just looters.” 

Ghana offers a case study of 
how the region has floundered. 
At independence in 1957, it 
boasted of one of sub-Saharan 
Africa’s most promising econ¬ 


omics. leading the world in 
cocoa production and holding 
an extraordinary range of natu¬ 
ral resources, including gold, 
diamonds, oil. aluminum, tim¬ 
ber, bauxite, rubber and cot¬ 
ton. By the 1960s. its per- 
capita income matched that of 
Malaysia and South Korea. 

But the Black Star, as 
Ghana was nicknamed, plum¬ 
meted as five coups rocked the 
country between 1966 and 
1981. By the early 1980s. 
more than I million Ghanaians 
had fled to neighboring West 
African states. Shops were vir¬ 
tually empty. Infrastructure 
deteriorated. Inflation zoomed 
to 123 percent. 

After the I9S1 coup, new 
leader .. Jerry Rawlings 
embraced World Bank and 
IMF recommendations that 
helped resurrect the economy. 
By the early 1990s. 5 percent 
economic growth rates had 
become a constant. Inflation 
dropped to 10 percent. 

Ghana, with 17.5 minion 
people, also launched an ambi¬ 
tious effort to draw foreign 
investors, loosening a once 
onerous investment code and 


offering generous incentives 
to outside entrepreneurs. It 
established export processing 
zones. It got a site on ihe 
World Wide Web. Having 
embraced the formula that has 
brought wealth to countries 
from the Philippines to Chile. 
Ghanaians waited for their 
own economic takeoff: the 
country was touted as one of 
the best prepared in Africa for 
foreign investment. 

Yet the campaign for for¬ 
eign capital has foundered, 
except in the mining sector. 
Critical areas such as agricul¬ 
ture and manufacturing, both 
with the potential to produce 
large numbers of jobs, have 
attracted relatively little 
investment. Overall, foreign 
investment makes up only four 
percent of Ghana's Gross 
Domestic Product. • 

A government campaign 
encouraging the export of non- 
traditional products—such as 
pineapples—also has largely 
failed. Export of Ghana's 
pineapples, among the sweet¬ 
est in the world. lags behind 
that of Latin American com¬ 
petitors: In 1994. Costa Rica 


exported S45 million worth of 
that fruit, compared to $5 mil¬ 
lion for Ghana. 

Potential agricultural inves¬ 
tors. like foreign investors 
generally, often are dissuaded 
by the country’s unreliable 
infrastructure, especially in 
rural areas, which often do not 
have telephones, electricity or 
water and roads often are 
impassable. The rocky din 
roads to Afari’s pineapple farm 
are riddled with fool-deep 
holes, divots, dips, mounds 
and widening puddles. Bad 
roads can mean damaged fruit, 
delayed orders and astronomi¬ 
cal repair costs for Afari's 
aging tractor. 

There are 3.5 phones for 
every 1.000 Ghanaians. Sub- 
Saharan Africa averages 4 
phones per 1.000 people, com¬ 
pared to 4 per 100 in Asia and 
6 per 100 in Latin America. 
The entire region has fewer 
phones than does New York 
City. Domestic long-distance 
telephone calls often do not 
connect, and international calls 
can be nearly impossible. Elec¬ 
tricity is sporadic, even in 
parts of the capital. Some sec¬ 
tions of Accra are without 
water most of each week. 

Outside investment has thus 
barely helped to dent this 
nation's overwhelming pov¬ 
erty. Bare-chested fishermen 
toss their nets into coastline 
waters, hoping that day's catch 
will feed their children. Tiny 
factories—with names like 
Hallelujah Construction 
Bricks—-dominate its towns. 
Subsistence farmers hawk 
fruits and vegetables on rick¬ 
ety tables along the rural 
roadside. 

Ghana's people make about 
S430 a year, approximately the 
same as 30 years ago. Unem¬ 
ployment exceeds 25 percent 
in urban areas. The govern¬ 
ment repeatedly has said it 
would like Ghana to become a 
middle-income nation by the 
year 2020. The World Bank 
estimates that, at this rate, 
Ghana wit! noL reach its target 
unlit 2045. ■ 


Former empire provides ‘cheap labor’ 


By Fred Barfoash 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


SUNDERLAND. England— 
Ask a middle-aged working 
man in the North of England 
what he and his friends con¬ 
templated doing when they left 
school 20 years ago and you 
gel only two answers: They 
would work in the shipyards or 
the coal pits, for companies 


with names like Swan Hunter. 
British Shipbuilders. Cammell 
Laird, and British Coal. 

Ask a secondary school grad¬ 
uate now where he or she is 
likely to wind up working and 
you will hear very different- 
sounding names: companies 
called Samsung. Daewoo. LG 
Electronics, Chunghwa Picture 
Tubes, Woo One. Tatung or 
maybe Poong Jeon- or Sung 
Kwang. 
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It is a sign of one of the most 
dramatic changes in modem 
industrial history: the growing 
dependence of Britain, a rich 
country that once ruled a great 
empire, on South Korea and 
Taiwan, once poor, developing 
countries, to solve the chronic 
problems of unemployment left 
behind when the coal mines 
and the shipyards closed. 

Those British industries were 
vanquished by foreign competi¬ 
tion beginning in the 
1960s and their 
decline continued as 
Britain is the 1980s 
began deregulating 
and privatizing its 
economy and inte¬ 
grating with world 
markets. The new 
jobs, in turn, were 
created by another 
phenomenon of glo¬ 
balization: the rapid 
growth of develop¬ 
ing countries in Asia 
into industrial pow¬ 
ers that not only can 
put factories in the 
developed world out 
of business, but also 
are rich enough to 
make their own for¬ 


eign investments. 

Since the tate 
1980s. Korean and 
Taiwanese compa¬ 


nies have sought depressed 
regions of Britain where they 
could do what multinational 
companies are doing in devel¬ 
oping countries around the 
world. They built factories to 
assemble consumer products 
for the local market and for 
export, tapping an ample sup¬ 
ply of educated, unemployed 
workers. Their multibillion dol¬ 
lar investment now stretches 
west 10 Wales, north to Scot¬ 
land and 10 the region around 
Newcastle in northeast 
England. 

While the jobs do not com¬ 
pare—in pay or benefits or 
security—with the ones work¬ 
ers had in the shipyards and 
mines, they are grateful none¬ 
theless. because for most of 
them the alternative is worse. 

Consider, for example. Ken¬ 
neth Chapman, who used to 
work at a coal pit, closed dur¬ 
ing the Thatcher era. hauling 
huge steel girders to shore up 
the mine's walls. Now he 
works on the assembly line at 
an ultra-modern microwave- 
oven factory near here owned 
by LG Electronics, better 
known by its brand name. 
Lucky Goldstar. 

At 38. Chapman earns less 
now than he did almost 20 
years ago in the mine—$240 


’ per week now versus $300 per 
week then—and there are no 
extras, no system of bonuses 
that gave him a liltie more 
money fora linle more coal. 

"The methods are strange." 
Chapman said. The British 
method is more easygoing. The 
Koreans. Japanese, they put a 
time limit” on every step in the 
process. 

But not all the workers at LG 
see their jobs as a step down. 
For Mandy Liltie. -25. it was a 
step up. 

Her memory of coal mining 
starts where Chapman’s ends, 
when the mining company laid 
off her lather. As a girl, she 
watched the area deteriorate. 
When she left school at 16. she 
and most of the other girls her 
age in Seaham. near here, went 
to work in a garment factory 
where they made clothes for a 
huge British department store 
chain. Marks and Spencer, it 
was piecework, and the pay 
was unsteady, ranging from 
about $200 to about S230 a 
week, insufficiently predictable 
for her 10 rent her own place 
and move out of her parents* 
home. 

The new job carries a regular 
weekly check of about $240. 
When combined.with the nights 
she works at The Lazy Pig pub. 


her earnings have fallowed' her 
to rent a house with a friend. 
She's got a new car. a subcom¬ 
pact Seat Ibiza, and she's 
spending money redecorating 
her house. 

Those whose job it is to 
attract investment say the issue 
of national pride is an old one. 
It no longer matters which 
nation makes what, says 
Andrew Fraser, executive 
director of the Invest in Britain 
Bureau, a government agency. 
“As they say. Toyota is made 
in Toyota,"’ he says. The era of 
"national champions" is over. 

Some of the workers, on the 
other hand, wonder why Brit¬ 
ain has become so dependent 
on the Toyotas. the Samsungs, 
the Daewoos and the LGs of 
the world. They think some¬ 
thing went wrong here. ”J've 
heard one or two comments.” 
Chapman said. “Why can’t the 
British be as successful? Why 
does the government have to 
hand out grants” to foreign 
companies? 

Chapman has some advice 
lor the younger generation. 
"Nobody knows how long 
these Firms are going to be 
here.” he said. ”1 thought the 
mines would never shut Don’t 
take anything for granted any¬ 
more." ■ 


Self-interest, not 
altruism, drives 
international 
investment 


By Anne Swardson and Sandra Sugawara 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


improving workers’ living conditions is not what motivates compa¬ 
nies to invest in poor countries. If that happens—and critics say it 
sometimes does not—it is a byproduct of the search for profits. 

Minoru Harada. a member of the board of directors of Honda 
Motor Co., put it simply: "We decide where to invest by looking for 
areas with economic growth. We are not motivated by die fact that 
we will drastically change the employment situation of a country.” 

For example, computer maker Hewlett-Packard Co. owned 200 
housing units in Beijing and sold them to its Chinese employees on 
very favorable terms, enabling them to become first-time homeown¬ 
ers—but not because of a desire to promote the American ideal of 
property' ownership. Rather, the California-based company wanted 
to get out of the business of being a landlord, a role it found itself in 
because of a government requirement that it provide housing for its 
employees. 

For all the stories in which workers somehow benefit, of course, 
there have been many cases in which foreign factories have abused 
workers. Extensive media coverage in the last several years has 
reported how Nike workers in Indonesia were fired for seeking bet¬ 
ter working conditions: how Korean shoe factory managers were 
found beating employees in Vietnam: and how children worked 14- 
hour days making soccer balls in Jfakistan. 

Labor unions and social critics in the United States recently sin¬ 
gled out Nikc's factories in Indonesia, where 120,000 workers pro¬ 
duce Nike shoes for a typical salary of $2.28 a day. Activists such as 
Jeff Ballinger, whose Press for Change group has issued critical 
reports on the Indonesian factories, acknowledge that the invest¬ 
ments may help alleviate poverty in the long run; but. they ask, as 
Ballinger put it: "Why does the process have to be so brutal? Why 
should people making expensive shoes for Nike remain in poverty in 
Indonesia?” 

To executives of multinational companies, these charges are not 
so much groundless as irrelevant Despite the poor working condi¬ 
tions, countries all over the world are desperately seeking foreign 
investors, and people are eager to wort:. With applicants lining up 
outside plant gates and prime ministers and presidents routinely vis¬ 
iting American corporate headquarters for tea and a sales pitch, com¬ 
panies that operate in developing countries deal with complaints 
about labor standards as a public-relations problem, sometimes 
defensively and sometimes openly, depending on the company. 

Executives say that, for pragmatic business reasons, much more 
goes into investment decisions than whether workers can be 
employed for rock-bottom wages. At the beginning, executives ask: 
Are there roads? Is there electricity? What’s" the bureaucracy hassle 
factor? Can anyone supply the materials and parts we need? If we 
need to import them, what about tariffs? 

Beyond wages, the most influential factor affecting the accidental 
ambassadors' investment decisions is the potential buying power of 
citizens in the host country. Gone are the days when foreign inves¬ 
tors were looking only for cheaper ways to make products for sale in 
American Wal-Mans. Now they are trying 10 second-guess which 
countries will boom and 10 be there to reap the benefits. 

Honda's next two big investment are in Vietnam and India, which 
has a prosperous, educated and growing middle class. Honda’s new 


Indian car factory will open next year, employing 1.000 workers: its 
Vietnam motorcycle factory, which also will open next year, will 


provide 2.000 jobs. Honda expects to invest $100 million in its Viet¬ 
nam venture over the next nine years. 

Similarly, when General Motors chose recently to locale a new 
auto plant in Thailand, it turned its back on such blandishments from 
the Philippines as'taxVrent and duty exemptions, as well as waivers 
of domestic-content requirements. GM said that the strength of the 
domestic market in Thailand was an important factor in its invest¬ 
ment decision. ■ 



'So— bow modi more do you expect us to trim down?" 


Rise of market economy dents Chinese ‘iron rice bowl’ 


By Edward Cody 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 
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ere in the 1970s. has lost between 200.000 
and 300.000 jobs in the last four years 
alone, according to an estimate from Vice 
Mayor Zhao Qi Zeng. More are being laid 
off every month. 

With the jobs has been lost a chapter in 
the history of the Chinese revolution 
rivaling Mao Zedong’s epic Long March 
of the 1930s. It is a chapter that Chinese 
schoolchildren still learn, but which 
seems to have little to do with their 
present lives under the “market social¬ 
ism” instituted by paramount leader Deng 
Xiaoping. . 

“There is nothing we can do about it, 
shrugged Tian Yun Fei. 44. who lost her 
job at a satin garment factory in late 
1995. “We have a market-oriented econ¬ 
omy now. We just have to get on the 

lrS Many of the jobs tost by Shanghai tex¬ 
tile workers have gone to eager replace¬ 
ments from rural areas in rhe surrounding 
Anhui Province, who work for less with 
fewer benefits and less job security. In a 
cruel irony, they have found work largely 
because they prove willing to pm up with 
the same kinds of working conditions that 
sparked Shanghai’s 1920s uprisings in the 

first place. e 

Factory owners—some private tram 
abroad, others various organs of the Chi¬ 
nese government in joint ventures—have 
set up manufacturing plants in ouriying, 
mra) areas around Anhui and ocher 
nearhy provinces where workers draw 
between $38 and $76 a month, compared 


to the average Shanghai wage 
of more than $1 Oil 

Adding to the irony, many 
of the new plants have been 
started up by overseas Chinese 
from Hong Kong and else- 
where-scions of wealthy fami¬ 
lies that fled Shanghai when 
the textile workers and their 
revolution triumphed along 
with Mao. 

In addition, the Chinese 
government h'as initiated a "go 
West” program seeking to 
move textile manufacturing 
west from its historical center 
in Shanghai to places where 
raw materials such as cotton, 
wool and silk arc produced. 

This reduces transport and 
thus cuts production costs, 
making China’s textiles more 
competitive, Wu Wenying. 
president of the China 
National Textile Council, 
explained to a conference in 
Beijing recently. 

The Shanghai Hcqing 
Embroidery and Garment Fac¬ 
tory was among the first to 
catch the new wave. It was 
founded in 1979 by the peas¬ 
ants of Heqing Township. 



the social benefits such as job security 
and health care that were the main attrac¬ 
tion of Shanghai’s creaky suite-owned 
factories. 

“The workers there had nothing to 
worry about,” he remarked dismissiveiy. 
“They had health care, social security and 
other benefits. But here the workers are 
from the surrounding provinces, and they 
have no such security. If the factory loses, 
they lose, too. ... So workers here work 
enthusiastically. But not in the big. state- 
owned industries. They are just there for 
the iron rice bowl.” 

Zhang and his fellow managers have 
guided the Heqing enterprise to sales of 
$12.5 million a year, speaking the lan¬ 
guage of “realignment" and “flexibility." 
They recently opened a sales office in San 
Francisco. In addition they have branched 
out to ownership of a taxi service, a hotel, 
a paper bag plant and a food processing 
factory that makes chips from imported 
American com. 

And when the Heqing workers get res- 
live about their low wages, he said, the 
factory plans to move farther out in the 
country. A lease already has been signed 
for a potential factory site in a distant 
province where the wages are even lower. 


about an hour’s drive east of central 
Shanghai and well beyond the new 
municipal industrial area of Pu Dong. 
After starling with a handful, the factory 


now employs 2.800 workers. 

Zhang Hui Ming, 42. an assistant man¬ 
ager. said the work force comes almost 
exclusively from towns and rural areas 


even farther from Shanghai than Heqing. 
Mostly young men. die workers sign 
three-year contracts that provide for sala¬ 
ries below the Shanghai level and few of 


"Oiir system is getting closer to the 
capitalist .system,” Zhang explained. ’The 
boss qp choose the worker, and the boss 
can fire tfw-«roiker. The worker can also 
fire the boss-by just leaving," ■ 
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• A picture 
shoving princess 
Diana, ex-wife of 
Prince Charles of 
Wales 

accompanied by 
her two sons 
princes William 
and Harry on their 
recent skiing trip. 



Muhammad Shaker 


An artist with eye on roots 


By Munther Ham dan 

Star Staff Writer 


W hen J returned home from Rome, I 
saw Iraqi women washing pots and 
clothes in the Euphrates, the scene 
was inspiring .’’ said Iraqi artist Mu¬ 
hammad Ali Shaker, who is displaying his 
graphics and oil paintings at the Orient House 
Gallery in AI Shmeisani. With these words in 
mind, one would say that the themes and motifs 
of Shaker's exhibition which opened yesterday, 
is extracted from the pulse of Iraqi everyday 
life. 

Live pictures from tradition constitute the es¬ 
sential pan of Shaker's creativity. He impres¬ 
sionistically features different aspects of Iraqi's 
daily affairs and dealings. The surrounding na¬ 
ture seems to have captured his senses, and ap¬ 
pearing in most of his paintings. Going back to 
nature signifies the artist yearning for belonging. 
He can no more assimilate the brutality of mod¬ 
em life and thus he responds innately to nature. 
Shaker said “nature is an amalgam of indivisible 
purity and beauty." 

Dubbed by Iraqi critics as the 'colorist'. Shak¬ 
er is fully aware of the relation between the dif¬ 
ferent colors in his painting. Color congruity and 
yet interrelation produce a tight structure. In 
these representations the artist builds up his 
compositions using exact proportions. This 
might lead some to view his works as passive 
and lacking dynamism, yet a thorough look will 
prove otherwise. 

The color structure celebrates rather than 
hints at certain moments experienced by the av¬ 
erage Iraqi. Every part of the painting's structure 
is highlighted in a way or another. Even sadness 
is celebrated as a major element of Iraqi culture. 
In this respect, it is becoming evident that Shak¬ 
er employed the traditional aspects at its best. 
“Despite the fact that I travelled abroad for 
years, I think what affects my way of paint 



he 


ing the most is the tradition of my country, 
stressed. 

As to the graphic paintings of Shaker, he 
makes use of the lithographic techniques he 
masters. Here appears a tendency towards inten¬ 
sifying the elements of the painting thus giving 
the possibility of different interpretations. Being 
a caliigraphisL Shaker insetts the Arabic letter in 
his graphics but "without repetition." What I 
did, he added, is that I took the Arabic letter out 


from its passivity while retaining the basic rules 
of this art." 

Unlike other artists who become infatuated 
with modem abstract techniques. Shaker 
remains faithful to representation. 

He said that every artist has his own beliefs 
and visions that distinguish him from other art¬ 
ists. Simplicity is the word with which we can 
best describe his works, however, his realistic 
creations are not at all complex. 


From a different perspective, his 
works can be seen as a sort of historical 
documents. They bring about detailed 
visualization of settings that are typical 
of Iraqi life. Above all there is concen¬ 
tration on the Iraqi woman as a mother 
and a sister referring indirectly to fam¬ 
ily bonds. 

With a rich memory and uncon¬ 
sciously implanted association with the 
homeland. Shaker creates true pictures 
of birthplace. He dings to the land 
where he was bom and has introduced 
images that continue to be with him till 
this moment. This divides his painting 
into two pans, one that is created by 
the educated Shaker with a deep per¬ 
ception of art and its various elements; 
the other by his spontaneous response 
to the power of nature. 

Shaker says that no matter where 
one travels, the first images he sees 
remain memorable. 

Shaker criticizes abstract an saying 
that it is “deceptive." He added that 
abstract artists lack knowledge about 
basic artistic rules such as perspective 
and composition. Moreover, “they are 
not oriented enough about the history 
of an and that what makes the abstract 
an easy type of painting for them." 

An Iraqi painter and an critic 
Shaker Hassan AJ Saed described 


Shaker's works as “a metaphysical contempla¬ 
tion in evaluation of existence." 

Shaker was bom in Hilla 1934 and graduated 
from the Institute of Fine Art in Baghdad in 
(95?. After teaching art for four years he won a 
scholarship to study an in Italy. Spending four 
years in Rome, he received three degrees in 
painting, etching and lithography. He held a 
number of exhibitions in Baghdad and Rome 
and won several prizes. ■ 


Ramadan activities kick 
off at the RCC 


AMMAN t Star.)—Without any doubt the 
holy month of Ramadan offers more than 
just purity of mind and heart All over the 
Arab and Islamic world, this month has a 
set of rituals which Muslims celebrate each 
in their own way. 

Amman however has its fair share this 
year. Jordan Television has just prepared 
special cultural and entertainment pro¬ 
grams. The Amman coffeeshops, which 
are on the increase these days, open almost 
all night for those who like to have a hub- 
ble bubble or hot drinks. The cultural cen¬ 
ters on their part have teamed up to present 
their Ramadan activities including poetry 
evenings, music concerts, folklore danc¬ 
ing, book fairs, etc. 

The Royal Cultural Center fRCC) has 
released lately its Ramadan Program. The 
activities will take place in conjunction 
with other cultural directorates in the dif¬ 
ferent govemorates of the Kingdom. Also 
the Egyptian Embassy will be presenting a 


in addition to other local plays. 
Director of the Center Mr Mah¬ 
moud Faded AI Tal said that a painting 
exhibition by Jordanian painters from the 
govemorates will be held between 12 till 
30 January. 

The Hanouneh folklore group presented 
already their dances and songs last Mon¬ 
day while the Iraqi renowned oud player 
Munir Bashir performed yesterday at the 
main theater. A poetry evening was held 
yesterday and an embroidery exhibition 
was presented. 

Today. Thursday, the Karak govemorate 
group will hold a ceremony at the main 
theater. The Russian pianist Constantine 
OrbeHan is expected to give a perfor¬ 
mance this Saturday. The Madaba folklore 
group presents its concert Sunday 19 Janu¬ 
ary. It will also hold an exhibition of 
Mosaic and handicrafts. 

A play entitled Ka Anak Ya Abu Zeid 
will take place between 18 till 23 January 


at the circular theater. 

The Irbid folklore group will give a per¬ 
formance on 20 January followed by the 
Ajloun group the following day. Maan 
group will be performing on 23 January 
while the French pianist Phlllipe Giusiano 
is to perform on 25 Januaiy. Al Mafraq 
govemorate will have its performance held 
on 26 January at the main theater followed 
by Al Tafileh group the day after. 

Al Hannouneh will have more two per¬ 
formances between 28 and 29 January at 
the main theater. On 30 January an eve¬ 
ning will be held by Al Aqaba group. The 
Zarqa folklore group will perform on I 
February at the main theater. 

Laila Faniazia (Phantasy -Nighty is the 
title of the play to be presented by the 
Egyptian Embassy between 1 and 6 Feb¬ 
ruary at the circular theater. Also the 
embassy will hold an art exhibition during 
the same period. ■ 


Jordan Year in Paris promises 
to be an event to remember 


AMMAN (Star)—The 1977 Jordanian 
Year in Paris 5s to start from March to 
Otnober. It seeks to introduce Jordanian art 
and handicrafts to the French public. A 
number of cultural activities are featured 
including traditional handicrafts and a con¬ 
temporary art exhibition at the famous 
Grande Magazine Le Printemps as. 

The "Archaeology and Science" exhibi¬ 
tion, organized by Electicite de'France 
(EOF), will be held at the Arab World 
Institute in Paris. This includes reconstruc¬ 
tions of excavations at major archaeologi- 
ral sites in Jordan, a reproduction of the 
Babylonian stele near Tafilah, a presenta- 
tion on the Hellenistic site oflraq Al Amir. 
It will also give a 3-D computer simulation 
ot tile temple of Zeus in Jerash. the 
Madaba mosaics and the restoration of 
Umayyad frescoes of Qasir Amra. 

A contemporary an exhibition titled 
Voyage on Jordanie will be held at the St 
Jean Hall at City Hall (Hotel de Ville). It 
snows art works by modem artists, in addi¬ 
tion to archaeological pieces, costumes, 
handicrafts. One room is used to 
exhibit the photos of Petra. It will be 
opened by Her Majesty Queen Noor and 
Mrs Chirac on 11 March 1977 and will 
run until 11 May 1997. 

An exhibition and sale of Jordanian 
products will take place at the Printempts 
department store. On display will be handi¬ 
crafts. pottery, glass, and jewelry. These 
Hems were bought by the Printemps and 
will be sold to the public with the excep¬ 
tion of a collection of traditional Jordanian 
costumes by Wldad Kawar, which were 
lent to Pnntemps. The Jordan Tourism 
Board and Royal Joidanian will also set up 


an office at the Printemps. 
Performances and films 
on Jordan’s tourism, his¬ 
tory and lifestyle will be 
displayed. This is in coop¬ 
eration with the Design 
and Trade Center of the 
Noor Al Hussein Founda¬ 
tion, including Bant 
Hamids and Jordan River 
Designs. It wil] be opened 
by Queen Noor and Mrs 
Chirac on' 12 March and 
run until April 1977. 

An Archaeology exhi¬ 
bition will be held at the 
Arab World Institute 
between June till October 
1997. The exhibition will 
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focus on different periods in Jordanian his¬ 
tory and the emerging technologies which 
have contributed to mankind. The exhib¬ 
ited sites include statues from Fin Ghazal. 
Bronze and Iron Ages: the Moabite. Edom¬ 
ite and Ammonite Kingdoms, the stele of 
Tafilah, Hellenistic and Nabataean sites: 
Iraq Al Amir and Petra, Qumran scrolls. 
Jerash, Mount Nebo, a Byzantine site. 
Qasir Amra and Urn Al Walid. Umayyad 
sites. 

A scientific three-day colloquium will 
be held at the Center for Contemporary 
Middle East Studies in June 1997. These 
wiU be held ai the Arab World Institute. 

The House of the World's of Cultures 
will host a performance of traditional Jor¬ 
danian music. The performance will be in 
three parts to illustrate the richness and 
diversity of Jordanian music. The first pan 
will have songs from Aqaba, the second 


music from the desert and the third music 
from the north. 

A meeting of French and Jordanian busi¬ 
nessmen organized jointly by the French 
Ministry of Finance (Poste d’Expansion 
Economique in Amman) and Jordan's 
Ministry of Trade and Industry will prob¬ 
ably take place in the Printemps. It will 
allow French companies to discover Jor¬ 
dan's possibilities as a regional economic 
crossroad. Minister of Trade and Industry. 
Ali Abu Ragheb, will give a presentation 
during the meeting. 

The private sector could help to finance 
the promotional campaign in France (pub¬ 
licity in the meiro. posters on buses). It 
will sponsor raffle prizes, which include a 
stay of one week in Jordan for four cou¬ 
ples. U will partly finance the stay of a 
team of 12 French journalists and chief 
editors who will be visiting Jordan. ■ 


Cycling the globe 
for children, 
fighting AIDS 


AMMAN (Star)— 
Mr Betnind Bou¬ 
dreau. a Canadian 
citizen, has arrived 
in Jordan this 
week, cycling his 
way around the 
world trying to 
inform. educate, 
and encourage pro¬ 
tection to stop the 
progress of AIDS 
and generate com¬ 
passion for HIV/ 
AIDS infected indi¬ 
viduals. According 
to Mr Boudreau, it 
is the birth of his 
daughter, the great¬ 
est gift of bis life, 
which made him 
decide, a few years 
later, to embark on 
the “Save our Chil¬ 
dren from AIDS 
Cycling Tour.” See¬ 
ing parents and- 


Boudreau on his bicycle 


children suffering because of AIDS/HJV. he decided something 
had to be done. 

Mr Boudreau started his tour on l August. 1994. and relies on 
personal donations from the people he meets along the way to sup¬ 
port the lour. He also encourages local population to give dona¬ 
tions to local organizations involved in HfV/AlDS prevention pro¬ 
gram or in research. So far, Mr Boudreau has travelled 45,000 
kilometers on his bicycle, through North and Central America, 
Europe. Africa and the Middle East and hopes to and his tour in 
Canada in summer 199S. 

In Jordan. Mr Boudreau has received sponsorship from Dar Al 
Dawa which will enable him to reach Dubai, his next destination. 

Anyone who would like to help spread the message of educa¬ 
tion and protection against HIV/AIDS can send contributions to 
the Jordanian Society for Family Planning and Protection, (Tel: 
678,0E3. 660-482, P.O. Box 8066). ■ 



AGENDA 


Exhibitions 

■ Contemporary Arab Art¬ 
ists Exhibition, The New 
Collection at the Da rat AI 
Fomin, continues till 27 
February. 

■ Works by Muhammad Ali 
Shaker at The Orient 
House, Shmeisani. continues 
till 30 January. 

■ Mini Bazaar and open 
house at Urn El Kundum. 
Lithographs, old postcards 
and photographs on Jerusa¬ 
lem. Chinese paintings, arts 
and crafts, fresh farm pro¬ 
duce. off the Airport high¬ 
way on the way to the Ara¬ 
bian Horse Club, First left at 
the (op of the hill. Friday 17 
January from 11:00 am till 
5:00 pm. Tel: 664805. 



■ L‘Institute du Monde 
A robe at The French Cul¬ 
tural Center, runs from 20 
January till 6 February. 


Films 

■ La vie et rien d'auire at 
the French Cultural Cen¬ 
ter, 20 Januaiy. at 8:30 pm. 
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By Bilal Htfjaw* _ . 

Immi gration coffins 


BEFORE I tad a 

Amman’s international airport, my arriving ! i 

return to Amman- Evidently, he did not. j ;j 

One hundred days had passed™ 
packed and flew back to Amman, a nughty 
™ - i tried to live on the fringes of Ameoca s. 


VOU aSk me. 1 mCO W U** «»• ‘ ."T Ti.r mr^wnrV of "1 

bustle and tunta-ltePL*?. “"Slg-d 



whirl, and its uuau« «■»« ,. ----». _ v 

home alive and shunned Americas I 

form the rest of the world and, ironically, its lure ipa i- _ | 
tried hard not to give any serious thoughts to - 

designs; thus keeping the mind and heart of a business 

tourist alive: It wasn't an easy struggle. . . 

Like many in Jordan, I studied mfoe US and badhverf . 
there for some time after graduation, 
expect, and expected little. Years earlier, 1 had urctneya- - 
biy siphoned oat the idea of immigrating altogeuier. I ve.._ 
turned my psychological dials to an Arabist setting, : 
deciding after graduation in 1990, that I didn i need the. 
West to aspire. . .... "I 

Today, I search for reasons to believe thai my _OKJ ; 
choice is s till valid, fo » t home is still the tight choice; 
that hard work, and focus will bring about a good future -. 
But deep inside, I know something has changed to the- 
worst in me. My faith of home is much weaker. Why am 
[ saying all this? . 

It’s my friends, if you care to hear. They ardently 
impose their.views on my say-no-ib-imnrigration per¬ 
sonal preference. Like my business associate, my friends 
asked me why I’d decided to come beck? 

To them, Fm guilty of coming back home. In earlier 
normal times, the question, which really says ditch' home - 
and serve a system built on the ruins of ours, would have . 
been anathema to me. But with time, one begins to see 
the emotion that permeates their question. 

Our times, you know, have moved into warped and A 
negative times. Spiritual numbness' has taken over.' - 
belonging and pride are nothing more than words, tire* - 
lessty used and abused in a media with a mind of its own., 

So yon tend to understand the agonies of my friends arid 
excuse their stand. 

You’re probably asking what type of people I have for r * 
friends? # ; . ' /; 

For starters, they're riot the children of a lessor society. A 
They have a plan. They own cars; their families are Jor¬ 
dan’s capable middle class; they possess energy and 
work hard; they keep good jobs and some even have giti- 
friends. Most of them travel often. They also could be 
our hope for the future. You’d expea them to pass the ", 
torch, not to put it off. 

Nevertheless, I apologized for my seeming homecom- f 
ing madness. And here Vm bade in Amman in souL 
shoes and anew bent sense of reality. Tbe decision to toil 
with my genetic destiny has stricken many as plain, 
dumb and weird. 

Only one good friend supported my orphan conviction 
about home! Admittedly, he told me “Vll keep banging 
my head against Amman’s thick wall until one of them - 
cracks open." ..... . 

After 12 years ofhis bloody sport, be has survived and 
is somewhat happier today. His peace was born from a 
saga of lengthy anxiety bouts, coupled with an emotional' 
taflspin that almost crashed him. He himself may have 
excavated some answers, but for most other here the . 
answers remain in die crypt. ' 

Indeed, my one friend is a minority here. The others 
are the greener land party, which includes an alarming . 
number of Jordanians. They dream of and chart escape 
routes to elsewhere. Their profile transcends income, 
religious, political, ethnic, sex and age class. They weigh 
heavy on our nation's intellectual and spiritual scales. 
They live on a countdown status: zero-hour is immigra¬ 
tion. 1 don’t need a survey in my armpit to prove my 
point. 

I saw them once as the cookies in the jar. They once 
believed, had faith and a great outlook on life. The fact 
that they’ve become dust in the jar. is perhaps your 
mistake. 

When they condemned my return home they spoke 
volumes to me, if you care to listen. The very question of 
my coming back, reflects their lost identity. H reflects 
their fragmented soul. It reflects their total growing dis- 
trust of the system, and its future. 

Their question says we live a situation of total iriSecur- 
ity and low national esteem. It says the ears of the mas-, 
ters of our destiny are sealed with dollars and cents. . It 
says their mouths are stuffed with unread legal 
manuscripts. ■ ■ 

Their question implores the keepers of our gate not to. 
lie, nor to deceive or manipulate. It speaks of their intel¬ 
lectual despair. Their question begs for mercy from gods 
they did not appoint It begs for a workable transparent 
system for all. It says our spirit is sickened by our vanish¬ 
ing dreams and dwindling expectations. They say just let 
us be, and put us at the helm of our ship. 

I myself, have stayed the course, advising my friends 
“life is what you make of it” I also said, but we are the 
system. I said ‘our good lives will only be achieved . 
through local imagination.’ That the fruits of George 
Washington belong to those wbo watered foe tree. 

I said we wiU need to say no to generic complaining, 
and look for effective remedies. That foe oral betrayal of 
home and self is wrong. That we need to dust foe book of 
home and add new chapters to it That it is never too late 
to change. 

My friends stopped asking me why I’ve come back 
home? But have made it clear they’re least interested In 
my optimistic views. A few told me to stay in hell? The 
rest are too busy preparing their immigration coffins. ■ 


THE FAR SIDE 


By GARY LARSON 
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Programs on JTV 
from 18-24 January 






Amman cinemas 


& 


»Philadelphia I (Tel: 634149): 

Daylight 

► Philadelphia II (Tel; 634149): 

First Knight 

> Plaza (Tel: 699238): 

Al Huroub Ha Alqaimma {Arabic) 
Ransom 

1 Concord I (Tel: 677420): 

Bad Boys 
Concord II (Tel: 677420): 

Custom Made Citizen 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 

IKK)—Holy Koran 
1:05—Min Alfaadi AJ 
Mohammad! 

1:35—Cartoon 
2s00—French Programs 
2:30—Chris Cross 
3:00—Feature Film: Cry 
Wilderness, starring Eric Foster 
and Maurine, Grand Maison 
4:50— link with Channel 1 
for sunset prayer and Iftar 
5:05—Documentary 
5:30—The MuppetShow 
6KJ0—-French Programs 
730—News Hea dline s 

7 J5 —Hanging with Mr 

Cooper (Comedy) 

8:02—Oriental Rugs (Doc) 
830—Prism 
9:10—Lois & Clark 
Superman 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Journey Into Islam 
11:00—Magyver 
11:50—Feature Film: Pat 
Garrett & Billy the Kid, Star¬ 
ring: Bob Dylan and Kris 
KristofFerson 
01 KB— Ramadan Talks 

SUNDAY 

1:00—Holy Koran 
1:05—Min Albadi Al 
Mo hamma d! 

1:30—Jonny Quest (Cartoon) 
2:00—French Programs 
2:30—The Famous Five 
3:00—Feature Film: Disaster 
on the Potomac (Flight 90) 

4:50— link with Channel X 
for sunset prayer and Iftar 
5:30—You Bet Your Life 
6:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Fresh Prince of Be! Air 
8:02—Oriental Rugs (Doc) 
8:30— Babylon 5 (Science 
Fiction) 

9:10—Tycoons (Doc) 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Islam in a Changing 


World 

11:00—HotShots 
11 JO—Switched at 
Birth (Mini Series) 

01:05—Ramadan Talks 

MONDAY 

1:00—Holy Koran 
1:05—Min Alhadi Al 
Mohanunadi 
1:30—Cartoon 
2:00—French 
Programs 
230—Deepwater 
Haven 

3:00—Feature Film: 
Transylvania, sinning 
Jeff Gioldblum and Carol 
Kane 

4:50— link with Chan¬ 
nel 1 for sunset prayer 
and Iftar 
5:30—I love Lucy 
6:00—French . 

Programs •*° l 

7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Rosanne 
8KM—Doc umentar y 
8:30—Babylon 5 (Science 
Fiction) 

9:10—Extreme Pilot (Adven¬ 
ture Drama) 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Journey Into Islam 
11:00—Under Suspicion 
11:50—Switched At Birth 
part 2 (Mini Series) 

01:15—Ramadan Talks 


TUESDAY 

1:00—Holy Koran 
1:05—Min Alhadi Al 

Mnhammadi 

130—Captain Planet 
2:00—French Programs 
230—Cydone Tracy 
3KK)—Feature FSm: inspector 
General, starring: Danny Kaye 
and Walter Slezak 
4:50— link with Channel 1 for 
sunset prayer and Iftar 
5:30—You Bet Your life 
6:00—French Programs 
730—News Headlines 



Journey Into Islam, Daily at J0:2S pm 


7:35—Murphy Brown 
8:00—Oriental Rugs (Doc) 
8:30—Encounter 
9:10—The Lost Civilizations 
(Doc) 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Islam in a Changing 
World 

11:00—Snowy River 
11-J0—Rage of Angel (Mini 
Series) 

01:05—Ramadan T alks 

WEDNESDAY 

1:00—Holy Koran 

1:05—Min Alhadi Al 

Mohanunadi 

1:30—Cartoon 

2:00—French Programs 

2:30—Escape from Jupiter 

(Science Fiction) 

3:00—Feature FIkn:Wft£rr 
Water Rebels, starring: Cathe¬ 
rine Bach and James Brolin 
4:50— link with Channel 1 
for sunset prayer and Iftar 
5 JO—-The Muppet Show 
6:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 


7:35—Baker'sfield P.D 
(Comedy) 

8:00—Oriental Rugs 

(Doc) 

8:30—Challenges 
9:10—NBA: Basketball 
Games 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Journey Into 
Islam 

11:00—Cobra 
11:50—Rage of Angel 
■mink j part 2 <Mini Series} 
r7?!; 01:05—Ramadan 
Talks 

THURSDAY 

1:00—Holy Koran 
1:05—Min Alhadi Al 
Mohanunadi 
1:30—Cartoon 
2:00—French 
Programs 
2 JO—They Came 
m from Outer Space 

3:00— Feature Film: 
Seer Dragon, starring: Craham 
Mograth and Pal Roach 
4:50— link with Channel 1 for 
sunset prayer and Iftar 
5:30— French Programs 
7:30—Parenthood 
8:00—Islam in the West 
8:30—Babylon 5 (Science 
Fiction) 

9:10—Kung Fu 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Islam in a Changing 
World 

II.00—Feature Film: 77ie 
Wrong Guys, starring: Louie 
Anderson and Richard Lewis 
11:50—False Arrest part 1 
(Mini Series) 

01:05—Ramadan Talks 

FRIDAY 

1:00—Holy Koran 
1:05—Min Alhadi AJ 
Mohanunadi 
1:30—Flin (stones & 

Playabout 

2:00—French Programs 
2:30—Crystal Maze 


3:00—Feature Film: Disorga¬ 
nized Crime, starring:Hoyt 
Axion and Corbin Benson 
4:50— link with Channel 1 
for sunset prayer and Iftar 
5:30—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Down to Earth 
8:00—Oriental Rugs (DocI 
8:30— Babylon 5 (Science 
Fiction i 
9:10—Hunter 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film zDark 
Horse, starring: Mi mi Rogers 
and Ted Begley 
11:50—Fake Arrest part 2 
(Mini Series) 

01:05—Ramadan T alks 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANCAIS 

SAM EDI 

3:00—Dessins animes 
3 JO—Emission jeunesse 
Fete des hdbes 
6:00—Serie polidere 
Jack 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ziva 

D1MANCHE 

3:00—D essins animes 
3:30—Documentai re 

La France aux 1000 

villages 

/sere 

6:00—Magazine 

Faut pas rever 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Magazine sud 

LUNDI 

3:00—Dessins animes 
3J0—Magazine 
Montagnc 
Femmes Je guide 
6:00—Documental re 

Les touaregs du Niger 
7:00—Le journal 


• Blown Away: Jeff Bridges and Academy 
award-winner Tommy Lee Jones (1993 Best 
Supporting Actor 

—The Fugitive) light a fuse under this 
action-packed ,l tension-JUUd-edge-of-the-seat 
thriller which wifl hold you hostage for 120 
electrifying minutes ’’ (Luis B. Hobson, The 
Calgary Sun). 

When an explosion jobs the city of Boston, 
bomb squad expert Jimmy Dove (Jeff Bridges) 
is pulled out of an early retirement and into the 
most harrowing work of his career. Evidence 
points to a bomber more dangerous and skilled 
than any he’s ever faced—except one. The 
possibility that the terrorist is his former mentor 
(Tommy Lee Jones) increases die stakes—and 
as his friends and family are unsuspectingly 
drawn into the action, Jimmy is forced to face 
not only his bitter enemy but also his haunting 
past. 

Fueled with dynamic support by Lloyd Bridges 
(The Hot Shots movies). Forest Whitaker (The 
Crying Game) and Su%y Antis (Rich in Love), 
Blown Away “is the action film you don’t want 
to miss ” (Mirk McEwen, “CBS This Morning:). 
Don 7 Let time run out! 

Courtesy: "The Pleasure Dome" 
Tel ■ 676S5S - Fax: 5538087 


MW 



7:15—Magazine 

Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

3:00—Dessins animes 
3:30—Jeux 

Pvramide 
6:00—Serie 

La dame de Nlonsoreau 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Extra large 

MERCREDK 

3:00—Dessins animus 
3JO—Jeux 

Pyramide 
6:00—Magazine 
Ushuaia 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Magazine sud 

JEUDI 

5:30—Serie poKrifere 
Navaro 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

A tomes crochus 
Minuit—Tara lata 

VENDREDI 

5:30—Magazine 

Envoye special 
7:00—Le journal 
7:30—Magazine 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


ORIGINAL Video Releases 

■ FRIDAY: A very clever comedy based on the 
events of one Friday in a black neighborhood. The 
dialogue is original with some wisdom every now 
and then. P.S. check the father and thank your 
lucky stars you don't have one like that!! 

■ LEAVING LAS VEGAS: It won Nicholas Cago 
“Best actor” Oscar and a nomination for Susan 
Shoe. This brilliant film has one clear message: No 
matter how desperate one is, there is always room 
for love. 

■ THE CROW: The film that was a technological 
breakthrough in the history of cinema. Brandon 
Lee (Son of the legendary Bruce Lee) died daring 
the shooting of this- film bat computer wizards 
made sure he finished bis job. 

■ WHILE YOU WERE SLEEPING: If you like San¬ 
dra Bullock, you will love her in this light-hearted 
feature about a station attendant (Sandra) who 
falls in love with the brother of her dream man— 
whom she saves from certain death. 

Also available are musical videos from Louis Arm¬ 
strong to Beaties to Pink Floyd, Santana, Metalli- 
ca, R.E.M. up to Hoolie & The Blowfish. 

Courtesy: "The Pleasure Dome" 
Tel: 676558-Fax: 5538087 
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ACROSS 
1 Bloke 
5 Florida 
county 

9 — Sfet Marie 

14 Tempo 

15 Send out 

16 Radi mates 

17 Industrial 


18 Certain law 


19 RaSonafty 
30 Foreaksn 

23 Possessive 

24 Spartan 
queen 

25 Antfceadel 

27 Portray 
29 ‘—the _ 


32 Great 


39 pftchar 
Harshteer ■ 

40 As— 
(usuaSy) 

41 D.C.VIP 

42 Practice 
boring 

43 L*e an old 
woman 

44 Large part of 
the world 

46 On the— 


1 Med. 
procedure 

2 Transport 

3 Liniment 


47 improbable 

54 — 
(certxxvaic 

bmp) 

55 Ham»onfoe 

56 aaemWf* 
58 Actress 


4 Make holey 

5 Actor Robert 

6 To —(with 
no 

exception) 

7 race type 

8 Engrave 

9 K-humored 

10 So as tabs 
heard 

11 Not 

appreciative 

12 Secular 

13 KM of 
school: abbr. 

21 Musical 
dbedfon 


occu pa nt 

30 Rberpian! 

31 Eye 
problem: var. 

32 Meadow 
mamas 

33 Tat Mated 
site 

34 Outer fimits 

36 Prickty pear 

37 HawaSan 
veranda 

42 Airihoror 
Invertor 


43 —the Great 

46 Mffitary 
encfedsmsnl 

47 Enid’s state: 
abbr. 

48 — Bstar 

49 Weakens 


33 Assistant w fu? 

34 Annoying 

Kang 03 

35 Odets play 

38 Gen. ROW. DOWN 
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—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 

By Linda Black 

Weekly Up: The sun’s gone into 
Aquarius, the sign of the scholar. 
These arc the people who gave us the 
Industrial Revolution. 

. Aries (March 21-April 19). This 
is a good time for writing projects. 
Get all your housework done too. 
Hustle so you’ll be prepared. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Pay 
the bills whether you want to or not 
If you don't have enough money, 
said as much as you can afford. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). You're 
amazingly imaginative and witty. 
Get as much as possible down on 
paper. Drive farther than usual to get 
a good deal. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). You')) 
start feeling up to par. You'll be 
strong. That’s good, because you 
may have financial hassles. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Meet with 
friends now; you won't have time 
later. The push is on. If you have a 
partner to help it'll-be mote fiin. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). 
Authority figures will be hard to 
catch, but if you can, you might get a 
favor. Chib meetings and impromptu 
gatherings with friends dominate. 

libra (Sept. 23-OcL 23). Get out 
for a breath of air with a dear friend. 
You’ll stay busy keeping an older 
person happy. Don’t complain — it's 
good for you. 

Scorpio (OcL 24-Nov. 21). Find 
the money you need lo fix up your 
place. Complete a big assignment 
and make lots of points. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Let your partner make the play. If 
you need money, you may be able 
to find it. An older person wants 
more of your attention. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 10). 
Work hard and get your correspon¬ 
dence out Resolve your differences 
with your mate. Pay debts and find a 
way to bring in more money. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). 
Romance looks good but you’ll be 
almost too busy to flirt. These days 
could be a hassle — save your major 
decisions for later. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Watch 
out for a SpiU at home. Your life gets 
easier. You’re looking good and it 
shows. Things don’t go the way you 
planned. 

If You’re Having a Birthday 
IMs Week: Love leads to work this 
year, but that's OK. Set a big goal 
you can achieve together. 

O BW.Tfflme Mate Smnas 


Bridge 

Play Or Defend? 

By Omar Sharif and Tannah Hirsch 

North-South vulnerable. South deals, fpcond-round ccmtrpl in any;side suit. 


NORTH 
A Q 95 
J10 6 4 2 
063 
*Q J4 

WEST EAST 

A 743 42 

(383 <397! 

OKJ85 0107 

4> K 10 7 5 *A9 

SOUTH 
A A K J 10 8 6 
UAKQ 
OAQ94 
♦ Void 


The bidding: 
South Wes 
2+ Pas 
2 4 Pas 
6 4 Pas 


EAST 

42 

<3975 
O 107 2 
*A98632 


West 

North 

East 

Pass 

20 

Pass 

Pass 

4a 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


Op ening lead: Three of 4 

Study the four hands in the dia¬ 
gram above. Would you rather 
declare or defend six spades after the 
lead of a low trump? 

Note North's jump to four spades 
after the artificial and strong two-club 
opening and the two-diamond denial. 
It showed good trump support while 
at the same time denying a first- or 


Jumble 


South elected to bid the slam anyway. 
Since the bidding guaranteed a trump 
entry to the table, the contract rated to 
be no worse than on a finesse. 

Declarer won the opening lead in 
dummy with the nine, and finessed 
the queen of diamonds. losing to the 
king. Back came another trump, East 
signaling with the nine of clubs. 
Since the hearts could proride two 
discards with a trump as an entry, 
declarer tried to clear the three high 
hearts from the closed hand. 
Unfortunately West ruffed — down 
one. 

That does not mean that you 
should elect to defend. Given the 
trump lead, there was a better line 
available that, once trumps were no 
worse than 3-1, depended on little 
more than a 3-2 heart split. Win the 
opening lead in dummy and lead the 
queen of clubs, discarding a high 
heart from hand no matter what East 
plays. Best defense is for East to rise 
with the ace of clubs and shift to a 
diamond. However, declarer can foil 
that by winning with the ace and 
cashing the two remaining high 
hearts. After playing off a high trump 
in hand, declarer crosses to the table 
with the queen of tramps to discard 
three diamonds on the good hearts. 
This makes six-odd. 


DnxnmUc (hear four fronts, one 
letter lo cock square, to form four] 
ordUuny words. 


SCOTI 


f Wa nood mom fire wood and 
tfioM boas noed to como down 


Words of 
‘Wisdom 
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WHAT HUBpy GOT 
ON HIS CW f OFF. 


No w >ri ■ iifc i the didtd inters to fom To wait and lo hope are the 

'£££*”'"”****'** ultimate acts of faith. 


The first and last miwra 1 «» 
in any relationship is to By to 
change the qualities to which 
you were drawn in the first 
place. 

• • * 

What's wrong with chang¬ 
ing one's mind? It would be 
a sorry world if opinion nev¬ 
er evolved. 

• • • 

Opportunity favors the 
prepared. 


uDNlcMOHD* V —J )0 Aup snj no joS Xqqnq jcqAY chmsov 
DNO 190 UDdfl HDOdH DIOJS -■msmsitv 
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The infrequent pleasures 
are the sweetest. 

• ■ • 

No one has the right to do 
as he pleases unless be pleas¬ 
es to do right 

O mi. Tribune Mafia Senica 


[TRUE! 


By Daryl Cagle 


Stanefrrf. 
CarabbotH 
CelptelMenfty 
Stab Vocal in the 
LATiw»SAM95 


Smiting and te l l ing a lie is convincing among 
children until age 7; above that age, smiling 
is associated with lying: 


3 1997. Tribune Media Soviets 


Subscribe to 
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Un danger croissant de guerre 

•Se,on lc director A. Centre IM* 
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N 1 ay ant rien a 

fain: de leurs interminable* 
soirees, de nombreux Jorda¬ 
niens guettent avec atten- 
ilon rheure de la diffusion 
des feuilletons arabes a 
I’eau de rose que noire tti£- 
vision nationalc <§met avec 
g£n£rosite depuis 29 ans. 

Lc sujet est toujours le 
meme et toumc autour 
d'histoires d'amour, dc la 
passion. du romamisme is 
I’oriental et du mariage 
idfial. 

Si Ton ironside re a la 
fa<;on de Balzac I'amour 
comme un art ei non 
com me un simple senti¬ 
ment. et si 1'on admei la de¬ 
finition dc Saint~Exup6ry 
pour qui I'amour ne signifie 
pas se rcgarder Tun 1'autrc 
mais dans la mcmc direc¬ 
tion. on en conclut que pour 
une majority de Jordaniens. 
I'amour ressemble a un 
famdme dont tout lc monde 
parlc mais que personne ne 
voit. 

Certcs. ii exisie parmi les 
Jordaniens des personnes 
sensibJes ressentant les 
mcmes sentiments que les 
autres etres humains envers 
le sexe oppose. Unc altitude 
qui debouchc sur unc verita¬ 
ble complicity dont lc resul- 
tat logique doit etre lc ma¬ 
nage. ii moins que la cbm- 
pfexite ct les traditions de 
noire socidii n'avortent ce 

re vc. 

II faut bien sur prendre 
en consideration le type 
memo de noire societe'. 5 
tracers ses mceurs el ses ob¬ 
ligations. qui ne permei pas 
d'avoir des relations entre 
hommes et femmes. Les 
jeuncs trainent leur ennui, 
se fabriquent des sentiments 
dans leurs vies silcncieuses 
et solitaires et vivent avec 
des creatures issues de leur 
imagination. Its sont obliges 
de se diriger vers un ma¬ 
riage plus ou moins forc6, 
sans connaissances preala- 
bles. fortdfi uniquement sur 
le besom et le hasard. 

Ces diFfdrentes categories 
represeniem une certaine 
proportion de la population 
jonJanienne. mais malheu- 
re use merit pas la majority. 

Mais que signifie rfielle- 
ment I'amour dans une soci- 
oil 30% des manages se 
font entre cousins? Com- 
bien de diis «inteUectueis* 
se marienl avec unc femme 
que ses parents ont choisie 
et dom ils ignoraient 
l'cxistence? Combien de 
filies 3 peine sorties de 
1 'enfance sont offertes 
comme bonnes k tout faire it 
des semi-grabataires dont 
scul le compte cn bonque se 
porte encore h merveille? 

De quel amour parle-t-on 
lorsque la plus belle histoire 
d'amour se trouve entravde 
par le simple conlre-avis 
d'une tame £loign£e? 
Combien de femmes ins- 
truites ont dil ranger, au 
nom de cet amour particu¬ 
lar. leurs diplomes avec les 
chiffons dans un tiroir de 
l'amere-cuisinc pour vivre 
en parfaite harmonic avec 
un aoard£ qui ne manque 
pas un gpisode de ces 
feuilletons l£Ievis6s? El 
combien d'aulres femmes 
intelligentes ont succomb£ 
dans la solitude pour refuser 
une vie conjugate prfihisto- 
rique? 

On parte peut-etre de 
I'amour entre couples dom 
la femme est enfermee dans 
la cuisine, ne pouvant 
m&me pas regarder ces pa¬ 
rodies romanliques a 
I'ficran, ct qui n’en sort que 
pour engrosser son man. 

Si la ttid vision nationals 
inonde les spectateurs de 
ces feuilletons dans un but 
pfidagogique. le resultat est 
trfes d&evam. La mentality 
du Jordanien semble au 
contraire se d£grader de 
jour en jour, et loin d’Stre 
attendri ou transform^. ce 
dernier s'tioigne peu ^ pen 
du compottement des marjs 
exemplaires et civilisfe qu ii 
voit b l ecran.B 

S nhail A1 Swets 


Jordanie 



Une delicate normalisation face a la politique d’lsrac 

Deuxfois reportee, lafoire commerciale destinee a protnouvoir des produits israeliens en Jordanie a 
finalement eu lieu cette semaine. Une manifestation qui a provoque une importante campagne de 
protestation en Jordanie, une grande partie de la population rejusant la normalisation des relations, 
avec VEtat hebreu alors qu ’Israel ne respecte pas les accords de paix signes avec les Palestiniens. 


La capitate jorda- 
nienne a connu un debut de se¬ 
maine agitee avec la tenue 
d'une foire exposition destinee 
b protnouvoir les produits is- 
ragfiens en Jordanie. Une mani¬ 
festation qui, malgre un impor¬ 
tant mouvement de 
protestation, a ouvert ses pones 
mercredi dernier a une ving- 
taine de kilometres au sud 
d'Amman. & Maq el Hamam. 

Pius d'un millier de manifes- 
tants s'fiaiem rfiunis pour tent¬ 
er d'empecher llnaugu ration de 
cette foire de quaere jours. Pour 
les contenir, de ires impor- 
tanies forces policieres dtaient 
presentes aux abonls de la foire 
mais aussi sur les routes me- 
nant a Mar/ el Hamam. empe- 
chant certains cars de manifes- 
tants de se rendre sur place. 

Et vendredi. plusieurs mil- 
liers de manifestants etaient 
presents devam le hall 
d'exposition pour prier. 

Au cours des trois demieres 


semaines prcc^dant cede foire. 
de nombreux syndicats et partis 
d'opposition avaient demande 
1 'annulation dc cette mani testa¬ 
tion. Un comity luuant contre 
cene foire avail d'ailleurs vu le 
jour, avec a sa tele Ahmad 
Obeidat. ancien Premier minis- 
tre jordanien. Un coliectif au 
sein duquel on retrouvait beau- 
coup d'opposants a la normali¬ 
sation avec Israel, mais aussi 
certaines personnalil£s qui. 
apres avoir salu<S la signature 

du traite dc paix avec Israel, de- 
mandent aujourd'hui au gou- 
vemement jordanien de gelcr 
ses relations si la politique de 
Benjamin Neianyahou a I'egard 
des Palcstinicns nc change pas. 

La presence parmi les mani- 
fe sun is de representants de 20 
des 23 partis poliliques jordani- 
ens montre a quel point ce 
mouvement de mdcontentement 
est large parmi la population. 
Les syndicats professionnels se 
sont montres eux aussi tres ac- 
tifs pour relayer la grogne de 



Face aux manifestants , les forces de securite chantaient 
des slogans d la gloire du roi Hussein. 


leurs membres. Ainsi. lc syn- 
dicai des ingenieurs. lc plus 
puissant du pays, avail fail 
paraitre ii la une des plus grands 
quotidiens jordaniens des cn- 
carts dlnonfam cette foire: 
«pas dc normalisation avee les 
occupants. La Jordanie nest 
pas lc pont sioniste vers lc 
monde arabe. Non a la foire is- 
rcteliennc d'Amman-. Lc presi¬ 
dent du syndicat des inge- 
nicurs. Leith Chbeilal. qui a etc 
gracte le 14 nnvcmbie dernier 
par le roi Hussein alors qu'il 
purgeait une peine de trois ans 
de prison pour crime de lcse- 
majesld. a publiqucment accuse 
lc Premier mini sire jordanien 
Abdel Karim Kaburili de 
-judaticr Ui Jordanie en lui im- 
posani un programme sio- 

nisic». Lc syndicat des jouma- 
lisles avait lui demand^ a tous 
ses membres de hoveotter cette 
foire en nc couvrani que les ac¬ 
tions de protestation qui 
rcniouraicnt. 

Depuis le debut dc la pole- 
mique. lc gouvernement jorda¬ 
nien s'esi contcntc de declarer 
qu it n'avait legatement pas les 
moyens d'annulcr cene mani¬ 
festation qui emanail d'une ini¬ 
tiative privee. cellc dc I'hommc 
d'affaires Fakhri Nasser, direc- 
teur de la societe d'organisation 
de foires naiionales et intema- 
tionalcs. 

Quelques jours apres la fin 
de cette exposition, la tension 
est largement reiombee dans le 
pays, manifestants et organisa- 
teurs de ccnc foire dressam au¬ 
jourd'hui un bilan. S’il est cer¬ 
tain que cclte manifestation a 
reussi a ouvrir ses pones, cite 
n'a pas connu lc succes cspCre 
Sur les 200 cntrepriscs israe- 
lienncs attendues. unc soixan- 
laine seulement etaient pre¬ 
sents. beaucoup ayant ete 
dissuadees par lc mouvement 
de protestation. Et les visitcurs 


sc faisaient etaient eux aussi as- 
sez rares dans les ullecs de 
I'cxposition. 

L'opposition se montre ellc 
asscz satisl'aite. Elle n'a certes 
pas reussi a annuler 
['organisation de cene foire. 
Mais clle a reussi a mobiliser la 
population ct a organiser une 
manifestation qui dtail la plus 
important depuis cedes que la 
Jordanie a connucs a I'epoque 
dc la guerre du Golfc. •• Pour la 
premiere fois. lc people a ose 
s'expnmer pour protester con¬ 
tre les decisions du gouveme- 
ment el siirtout manifeste con- 
ire I'ohstiiuilion des Israeliens 
a prop, is des ncqociations de 
paix-. a declare Leith Chbeilai. 

Une pression populaire 

Le large mouvement 
d'opposition qui a vu le jour 
pour lutter contre cette manifes¬ 
tation iruduii {'incomprehension 
grandissante entre une partie de 
Fa population et le eouveme- 
mcnl jortljnien. -C'esi une 
campagne politique destinee a 
Inner contre la normalisation 
prcssce du gouvernement ». ex- 
plique Nawaf Zaru. analyste 
politique. - Pnurqnoi leur don- 
tier des cadeaux alors que ion 
ne recoil rien en echnnge?-. se 
demande-t-il. 

Pour lui. -la foire a etc tine 
grande reussite pour 
l'opposition car ellc a montre 
, au.x Israeliens que le gouveme- 
nteni n emit pas le seul a decid- 
' er en Jordanie et que Israel de- 
vait tenir compte de 
l'opposition et du peuple -. 

Si le mouvement dc protesta¬ 
tion a ete si fort, e'est parce que 
cette manifestation est interve- 
nue j un moment ou 
I'optimisme issu de la signature 
du traits de paix isra^lo- 
jordanien semble avoir disparu 
et ou les negociations entre Is- 
ra^liens et Palestiniens restent 


Hebron 


Le roi Hussein joue les mediateurs 

Le roi Hussein de Jordanie a decide dimanche d'alter rencontrer successivement Yasser 
Arafat et Benjamin Netanyahou pour tenter de debloquer les negotiations 
israelo-palestiniennes. La formule de compromis proposee par le souverain hachemite 
a servi de base a la conclusion de l ’accord sur Hebron signe mercredi avant l 'aube. 


On avait pense que 

le Pfere-NogI pouvait offrir le 
cadeau d'un accord isradlo- 
palestinien sur la question 
d'Hfibron l'annfie demifcre. Mais 
ce ne fut malheureusement pas 
le cas. Et I'annde 97 com¬ 
mensal! bien mai avec I'attentat 
du soldat isradlien Noam Fried¬ 
man qui ouvrait le feu sur des 
Palestiniens b Hebron le 2 jan- 
vier. La region connait actuel la¬ 
ment une nouvelle p^riode spi- 
rituelle et tous se demandaient 
si le ramadan pourrait offrir ce 
cadeau tant attendu. La r^ponse 
a 6ti oui, dans la nuit de raardi 

5 mercredi. 

Pour tenter d’accfilfirer les 
n^gociations et d'aboudr enfin 

6 la signature de I'accord sur 
Hgbron. le roi Hussein de Jor¬ 
danie avait d£cid£ dimanche de 
franchir le Jourdain pour ren- 
contrer successivement Yasser 
Arafat puis Benjamin Netanya¬ 
hou. Au delfc des r€sultais im- 
m&iiats de cette visite. 
J'initiative du souverain hach6- 


mite revitait une impor¬ 
tante signification dans les 
relations jordano- 

palestiniennes. Certes. ce 
n’^lait pas la premiere fois 
que Je roi Hussein se ren- 
dait dans les territoires oc¬ 
cupy depuis les accords 
de paix de 1993. Voill 
trois mois, il renconlrait 
Yasser Arafar a Jericho, 

Mais sa visite officieile di¬ 
manche a Gaza, capitate 
provisoire de ('entih5 na- 
tionaie patestinienne, a re- 
pr&entfi pour ies Palestini¬ 
ens un soutien significatif. 
Cette concr£tisation de la 
reconnaissance jonia¬ 
nienne, rgp &6e h plusieurs 
reprises, de 1’ identity pa- 
lestinienne. dissipe tous 
les malentendus et les ru¬ 
men rs d'une soit-disant 
volont6 h€g£monique jor- — 
danienne sur les territoires Ia 
palestiniens. 

Si la venue du roi Hus¬ 
sein n’a pas entrafo£ la signa¬ 
ture immediate de I'accord 



roi Hussein lors de son arrivde dimanche a Gaza 


Hebron enfin signe 

Aux termes de [’accord signfi mercredi avant I’aube. un re- 
trait partiel de I’armde isra^lienne de H£bron doit intervenir 
dans les jours 5 venir. 

Les forces de sgcurit£ israeliennes ont engage dfcs la conclu¬ 
sion de i’accord les preparatifs en vue de Teur reddploiement 
de la ville, baptist «opdration remise des clefs»*. 

Aprfes son reddploiement, I’arm^e isradlienne va maintenir 
des forces dans les enclaves juives, ou vivent 400 personnes 
entour£es par une'population de 120.000 Palestiniens, ainsi 
que dans le Caveau des Patriarches, un lieu saint silu€ en cen¬ 
tre-ville. 

La police palestinienne se deploiera elle dans tous les quar¬ 
ters d’Hdbron. a 1’cxception de ceux habitus par les Juifs. 

Nganmotns. le nouveau pouvoir palestinien exercera son 
contrdie administratif sur I’ensemble de la ville. 

Pour accompagner le red£ploiement des troupes dos£curit£. 
d'importantes forces de police ont &£ envoy^es a Hdbron en 
prevision de manifestations de colons juifs. 

Ce redgploiement de la ville de H6bron suit ceux de Ramal- 
lah, Naplouse. BeUilfem. J^nine. Tulkarem et Qalqylya ainsi 
que d'environ 400 villages environnants.4 


d’ Hebron, son r61e de mddia- 
teur a permis aux ndgociations 
de reprendre et d*alx)Utir 48 
heures plus lard. Avant son ar- 
rivde. le m6Jiateur amdricain 
Denis Ross pr6sent dans la re¬ 
gion depuis trois semaines £tait. 
sur le point de rentrer aux 
Etats-Unis. Or ce demier dt5- 
c/arait h la suite dc la visite du 
roi Hussein que les deux par¬ 
ties •n'a\’aient jamais aussi 

proches* d'un accord. Des pro- 
pos optimistes portages par ie 
premier minisire israelien Ben¬ 
jamin Neianyahou qui parlail a 
1 'issue de son entretien avec le 
roi Hussein de «progrcs consi¬ 
derable» dans les negotiations 
concernam rapfos-H6bron. 

De peur de voir les nego¬ 
tiations stagner, le roi Hussein 
a souhaitl de fa^on impromp- 
tue rencontrer les deux parties 
pour leur proposer une formule 
de compromis qui consiste en 
trois re traits isradliens des 
zones rurales de Cisjordanie. 
commen^ant !e 28 ffivner 1997 
et s’achevant i la mi-1998. al¬ 


ors que les accords de paix pni- 
voyaieni septembre 1997 et que 
M.Netanyahou voulait en re¬ 
tarder Techdance jusqu'en 
1999. 

Suite & un ultime sommet 
mardi soir entre Yasser Arafat 
et Benjamin Netanyahou, les 
deux parties ont enfin boucle 
l‘accord conccrnant Hebron, 
(voir encadrei. Un accord qui 
reprend les propositions du roi 
Hussein puisque Tarmfe israd- 
lienne doit desormais proefider 
£ trois retraits des zones rurales 
de Cisjordanie, des reuxrits qui 
devraient s’dchelonner de mars 
1997 a aout 1998. 

La signature de cet accord 
const itue le premier progrfcs 
concret du processus de paix is- 
ra£lo-palesiinien depuis I’dlec- 
tion de Benjamin Netanyahou 
voitii sept mois ct demi. 

Un accord de bonne augure 
pour les negotiations h venir en 
1997.1 

De Gaza. 

Ffass&n Balawi 
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Les forces de Vordre jordaniennes lenient de disperser le 8 Janvier a i’aide de canons a \ 
eau les manifestants protestant contre Vorganisation d'une foire israelienne h. Amman. 
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dans ( impasse. -Le peuple de 
la region veui bien de ia paix 
avec Israel. Mais il veut une 
pair qui respecte ses droits * 
commente Ghassan el Juniii _ 
professeur de droit interoatie— 
nal et directeor de ddpanemem 
de recherche h llnstitut diplo¬ 
matique. 

-iVayam rien obtenu de 
cene paix. il esi normal de voir 
le peuple protester contre la 
normalisation du goic.'eme- 
ment jordanien avec Israel* 
commente Ghazi Ei Saadi, spd- 
cialisd dans les relations isni6- 
ltvjordaniennes. -La Jordanie 
a signe un accord avec Israel 
Ei elle se sent obligee de re¬ 
specter les articles de I'accord. 


a la difference de son homo- 
logue• explique Ghazi El Saa¬ 
di. « Jusqu'a prisem. elle se 
montre paaenie car elle espere 
que le (enforcement de ses re- 
lotions-avec.Israel va amelior- 
er I'economie du pays et les 
conditions dene des ciloyens. * 

Or. cette position devient de 
plus en plus difficile a tenir 
pour le gouvernement jorda¬ 
nien qui ne peut rester neutre 
dev ant la politique intransi- 
geaote israelienne a I'fgard du 
Liban ou des Palestiniens. 

Largement mobilisfe la se¬ 
maine demiere. la population a 
clairemem raontrfi au gou- 
v erne merit jordanien qu'elle. 
soahaitait que celuf-ti metre 


dfsormais la pression sur jsfafil 
pour infl&hir la polidqu^ qc^l 
tuelle de Benjamin .Neta¬ 
nyahou. Il est en effet difficBe . 
pour la population d'acccptcr la 
normalLsatioh au moment oft 
lsragr nliUdplie les. violaticmS 
des accords de paix sigo£s avec 
Ses Palestiniens. - 

Une des banderoles dfrou- 
16es devam le hall d'exposiUort 
de Maij el Hammam iUustrah 
d'ailleurs ce dfcaJage eh faisant 
allusion & I'attentat comrais par 
un Israelien le 2 janvier demier 
«Un massacre k Hfibron et une 
exposition a Amman»Ji 

Oro ub el Abed 


Societe 

Paroles de ramadan 

Depuis mciintenant une semaine , les musulmans de Jordanie 
et du monde entier sont entres dans le mois de ramadan. 
Plusieurs pratiquants livrent leurs impressions. 


Neuvieme mois du 

calendier musulman, le mois de 
ramadan esi un mois de trans¬ 
formation pour les musulmans 
au cours duquel les Sraes se pu- 
rifienL Par la privation, les 
pri&res et la ggn6ro$it6, les 
fid ties se rapprochent de leur 
Dieu. Ce mois marqu£ par le 
jeflne de l'aube au coucher du 
soleil. iroisiferae piiier de 
1 'islam, bouleverse les habi¬ 
tudes des Jordaniens qui 
s’adaptenc k une vie rythm&e 
par les priferes et les traditions. 
Les musulmans sont appetes k 
prier cinq fois par jour pour 
obtenir le pardon de Dieu. 

Apn&s une jourruie de priva¬ 
tion, les musulmans se retrou- 
vent la plupart du temps en fa- 
mille pour partager Ie repas du 
soir, I’ifiar. Le ramadan est en 
effet une pdriode pendant Ja- 
quelle les liens familiaux et so- 
ciaux se resserrent 6norm6- 
ment. 

Plusieurs praiiquanls livrent 
leurs r£fl6xions sur la significa¬ 
tion de ce mois et de ses rituels. 

Mohammed Shaker. «Le 
mois de ramadan vient briser 
nos habitudes de I’annde. On 
note des changements 
d'auitude chez tout le monde. Il 
y a une vie plus active dans les 
mosquJes, les fiddles lisent plus 
le coran. On remarque aussi 
que plus de JiUes se voilent. • 

Maher Nouffale, tiudianU 
•C'est le meilleur mois de 
Vannie. Les horaires de travail 
sont alUgis et on peut passer 
plus de temps en familie. Les 
repas offerts aux pauvres dans 
les Htosquees au par de nom- 
breuses associations cariiatives 
som des acies de solidarity in¬ 
dispensables qui devmient dur- 
er touie I’annfe». 

Lara, cherdieuse. *Je re- 
grette que ce mots foil devenu 
trap commercial CeYtaines tra¬ 
ditions seperdenl au fil des an¬ 
odes. comme cellt du coup de 
canon le soir ou cede du 


+reveiUcur+ le matin pour le 
premier repas. Ce mois permet 
d'itre plus d 1‘ecoute des 
probBmes des autres et en¬ 
courage le portage et la gertd- 
rositd .* 

Cbeikh Kamal Kamel, 
Imam. * Pendant le ramadan, 
j’appeUe les fiddles d partager. 
On reqoU de nombreux dons de 
nourriture et il faut organiser 
leur distribution. Nous recueil- 
lons les aumdnes jusqu'au den¬ 
ier moment du ramadan, avant 
la priere de l‘aid.» 

Dr Mustapha A1 Sibaj. «Le 
ramadan est un mois de viritd. 
de pardon et de soutien. Un 


mois spiriluel pendant lequel 
on se consacre au travctiL Un 
mois d'obiissance et de disci¬ 
pline envers Dieu.* 

Eissa A1 Najarre. «Je suis 
satisfait de la fermeture des 
bars et des boites de nuit pen¬ 
dant le ramadan car I'alcool 
est interdir. Cela doit itre un 
mois de puretd. Mais les gens 
ont aujourd'hui tendance a exa- 
gerer et a le transformer en 
mois de dip eases, achetani no- 
tanuneht beaucoup pour man- . 
ger le soirv.M 

Ch£did Abdallah 
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Cinema 

Cycle Philippe Noiret 
au Centre culturel 
franqais. 

Le 20 janvier & 20h30, 
«La vie et rien d'autre* 
de Bertrand Tavernier 
(1989). 


Exposition 

•L'Inslitut du monde arabe * , & partir du 20 janvier. Dans 
quelques mois, 1 Institut du monde arabe aocueillera a 
Paris une exposition consacr6e k la Jordanie et ses ri- 
chesses archeologiques. Le centre culturel franyais vous 
propose de d&ouvdr cet endroit cr« pour assurer une 
meiUeure diffusion de la culture arabe en Europe. 

Conference 

* De ^colonisation aux automates de Vinfbrmatum: les ertr 
jeux de lajfnncophonie* par Jean-Marc Mangiante, directeur 
du Bureau de cooperation iinguistique et educative 
dAmman. U 22 janvier h 20h00 au Centre culturel 

rranfais. 
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THE STAR 11 


Activities 


Royal Cultural Centre. 661026/7 

American Centre Library.820101 

British Council.6.16147/8 

French Cultural Centre.617009 

Goethe Institute ...64199^ 

Cavantes institute (Spanish).610858 

Turkish Cultural Centre. 639777 

fbytAmCemre —. 665195 

£wfcz—zzzSIS? 

Darat ai Funun......643252 

Aha Art Gallery. 639301 

B&ladna An Gallery .. 657117 

U’sl! I 1 jy ashini They're 675571 

Naoil & Hisham's Theatre.625155 


677420 
. 099238 
_634144 


Concord Cinema. 

Pla zn Cinema. 

Philadelphia Cinema .......... 

Sports Oubs 

Al Hussein Sports City.667181/5 

Orthodox Club..810491 

Royal Automobile Club.8154)0 

Royal Shooting Club.736572 

• Royal Chess Club.673713 

Royal Racing Club.09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Cluh.. 676990 

Amman Mun. Library ..636111 

Univ. of Jordan Library.843555 

R_S.CN 01*707 I rtJ 7707*7 


AA" --- 

Diplomatic Corps 

Airlines ■ 



Algerian.641271/^ 

Aeroflot. 64t 5 in 

Australian. 67VMA/7 


Austrian.644635 


Bahraini.664148/9 

Brazilian . fcd'Mg-Y 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India .. . 6RR30ir> 

Belgian.675683 


Bulgarian . 818151 


Canadian . 666124 

Chilean . 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech .67ISI3/666I35 

Danish Consulate Gen.60370’ 

Finnish Consulate 824654/S24676 
French . 641273/4 

Alyemda /Air ye men).653691 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 693845/694604 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Midland.694802 

German . 689351 

Cathay Pari fir 6*’R5Q6 

Greek. 671331/2 


Hungarian.815614 


Icelandic Consulate. 6988*? 1 

Indian. 637262 

Delta Air Lines.643661 

Indonesian. 8289II 

Iraqi.639331 

Emirates Airlines.643341 

Gulf Air.653613 

Italian.638185 

Japanese. 672486/7 

Kuwaiti . 675135/8 

Hungarian Airlines. 622275 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iran Air. .. 622826 

Libyan. 693101/3 


Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

New Zealand Consulate .... 636720 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Embassy 644932/4 

Omani. . 686155 

Pakistani.622787 

Palestine.677517 

KLM.622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2 

Lufthansa.601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA.636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

Phillippine Airlines.640200 

PIA . 625981 

People's Rep. of China. 666139 

Philippines . 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Oatari. 68*1666 

Polish Airlines .625981 

Qantas.862288 

Royal Jordanian.678321 

Saudia..639333 

Romanian. 667738 

Russian. 641158 

Saudi Arabian_814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

Sri Lanki.683905/704960 

South Korean. 660745/6 

Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air.. 622147 

United Airlines..641959 

USAir.-.694801/2 

Spanish.614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish . 669177/9 

Swiss. 686416/7 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways . 637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines ...659102 

Syrian . 641076 

Taiwan. 671530 

Tunisian. 674307/8 

Turkish . 641251 

U.A.E. 643347/643341 

United Kingdom. 823100 

United States. 820101 

Yemen. 642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA...:..694351/8 

ICRC. 688645 

Yemenia Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Airport.... (08) 53200 
RJ Flight Info.(08) 53200 


Aqaba Hotels 

Al-Cazar, . 314131 

Aqaba ...1./..314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel..316636 

Aquamarinal.316250 

Coral Beach.313521 

Holiday Inti.312426 

UNDP/WFP . 668171/7 

UNRWA. 607398 

UNICEF.. 629571 

Miramar...-.314340 

UNESCO. 606559 




Government Depts. 


The Prime Ministry. 

.... 641211 


..698186 

Amman Greater Municipality.... 
Agriculture. 

.... 636111 

. 686151 

....666141 

Municipalities & Environment ... 
Parliamentary Affairs. 

....641393 

...641211 

644466 


...636391 


A243fl 1 

Educauon & Higher Education .. 
Energy & Mineral Resources. 

....669181 


... 665131 

.... 815615 


.. 668481 

.... 636321 


673191 


.... 64436! 


60* , I2I 


.... 66319] 


642311 


.... 641467 


... 641461 


. 6631J1 


■ 680100 


.663101 


604701 
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important Numbers 


Emergencies 


Mice. 

Civil Defence H.Q. 

Fire Brigade. 

Ambulance. 

Blood Bank. 

Traffic Police.62 

Traffic Accidents 
Highway Police.. 


. 192/621111 
193/198/199 
... 622090/93 
.199 

775!21 
5943/639703 
.... 89746778 
.787111 


Hospitals 

Afcleh Matcmiiv.642441/2 

AI-AHli. Abdali”.66416476 

AI-Bashir. Ashrafieh....775l 11/26 

Al-Muasher Hospital. 667227/9 

Arnal Hospital.674155 

Army. Marka.891611/15 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

lialian-Al-Muhjjrcen.777101/3 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Khaiedi Maternity. 644281/6 

Malhas. J. Amman.636141 

Palestine. Shmeisani.664171/4 

Queen Alia Hospital.... 602240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital.607431 

The Islamic. Abdali.... 666127/37 
University Hospital. 845845 

General 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints.121 

Prices complaints.666181 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.896390 

Water Complaints.656390/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Post Office Info.750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 
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THE BEST MUSIC STORE 
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FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 
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-Hut 

Vvorid’s No."! Pi22a Chain 

“ Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid’s meal" 

“Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 
nou at Pizza Hu: ” 


Many Villas & A pane men ts 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rent £ Sale 

for more information please 
call 

Aitfoxz :%;£• ' 'Estate 

Tel. 810605- 810609- 
865605. Fax. 810520 
Abdoun. Almouhtascb Center. 



S? Mis -£• 
£j|sj»ii5£r} 

Special offer 

From 1 untO 30 April 
Large Pizza for Medium Charge 
2 Medium Pizza for Large Charge 

Free Home Delivery 

Iviucca ±l_ TeL S52I35 
JBfcfcinrf J2 CenCer 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 


‘ /\ •: !** ' .' 


Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen I 



ALCAZAR 

MOTEL 


True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

Tel:314131V2. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 



Beautv Institute 

V 

O Facials m 

O Body skin sreatmi-ni 
C Make-up 

O European manicures <ii 
pedicures 
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Make Car 
Rental Simple 


Shmeisani 

Tel: 693399 


.,*' '*r' i ■ ■ > \i— ■ : J 

We save you more 
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To Advertise in this 
space, call us at 


Cafe Restaurant 

Different 


EXP 
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Fun ny Bunny Funny B unity 

THF BIGGEST 
THE MOST 
DELICIOUS 
AND CERTAINLY 
THE BEST 
HUMBERCER IN 
TOWN 

Burger. Roast. 
Chicken 

-tlmadioub Umuna»jnih Sit. 

(Sy> 





NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 



T>- 



The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
In Jordan 

I si Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 63896$ 


AQABA GULF HOTEL 


* * * * 


Your first choice in Aqaba 


For reservations call (03) 316636 
Fax (03) 31S246 



Safe wav -Tel: 6S5311 
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The Best PIZZA 
in Jordan 

i IMNV- IN.TAKK \W\Y & IH-UVKKY i 
Mnvii si. Jab'rTrade Center 

. 7 * r o I 


10 

A 3 v £ ruse 

srr^ce. call 
£.* 

652-38G 
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The most deficit) us 

Arabic Sweets 

1 

i 

AU types of Bread 

1 

1 

Cakes & Pastries 

k 






71h circle. Tel. 820099 


pizzas, ss.-.-i-is. c.-.y.zs 

J.- Tj;.. 


Shmeisar.L Tel. 5?9Z-C0 



UBBNTSE FOB KICK SEIR6ES 

*Professional Drycleaning. 

•Shoes Repair 
•Darning 
•Engraving 

*Upholstery & Carpet Cleaning 
,4/ - Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
tv/- 679947& 821656 



The German. Frs A ■; 
Boutiauec Tiarcxic::; V.:—;1 


BjRND BERGER 

willc kms YJM 1 Y 


fW 

CoUtCJlONj 


BIG SIZES _ 

Al - Jaber Shopping Center, Mecca St Rhone: 821656 & 814714 



carriage CARRIAGE 




* Wasfi Al- Tal SL 

^ Tel: 695180 
‘SB2- Fax: 682525 


h" \ J 


RentaCar carriage carriage 


jzTi-fiksh Aj&io Service Center^ 

we offer:- 

* Computerized Engine Check ❖ Electro Mechanical car check r | 

•I- Automatic & Manual car wash services ❖ wheel balance maintenance' \ ^-- j 

^ Oil Change \SakA3SSv?’ 

Wasfi Al-Tal St Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 


i 6 




p Not all “ cafe’s “ are 
ra created equal 
^ A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 


The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From U All 


* T'*■ *•-*.-.- 


V 1 .*i r > • ‘-TA • v. ~ m \i. : V_• r\ nrr ini 

V2*r ^* ! , **-'2i.-» T'fTj ^ ^ i’-,, '• ' r ; 

,' '■.? J.*“; ;; ; ~r3'J \J.yiJ A V; b 


& 


AL Shmeisani, NearAta Ali, Middle East Bank Bldg. Tel: 698005 
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Web continues its march 
across the Middle East 


By K Ha I d pod Tabaza 


THERE IS no doubt that 1996 
was the Year of the Net. 

The ‘Net' proved, by solid 
evidence and experience, that 
if ever there was a single tunc- 
cion for which computers were 
created, this is iL 

The value of the Net lies in 
the fact that it provides com¬ 
puter users everywhere with 
the information they desire 
at any time. This informa¬ 
tion ranges from topics as 
specialized as nuclear tech¬ 
nology to entertainment and < 
coverage of the latest world J 


beginning, all but the ignorant 
saw the potential. Along with 
the rest of the world. Arab com¬ 
puter users started to develop 
standards that fit the unique 
characteristics of our language. 
Many started developing Inter¬ 
net tools in the Arabic lan- 
euaac. At the worldwide level, 
fo embrace the Net- or not to 
embrace it—became a crucially 
important question. Arabs were 


news. , , yt 

Still- the Net is a colossal 
leviathan that needs a con- 
tinuous feed of information j 
and tools. Content is what & 
keeps it alive. With the right 
tools it is destined to rule 
our lives. 

This Net could not be 
contained in labs and under 
euards and security. It was [•= 
bom in such places, but then 
it was discovered that it also 
lives bv being shared and 
expanded. Soon alter this was 
realized, and almost overnight, 
the whole world woke up to 
witness the rise of a new sun. a 
new universe. We called it 
Cyberspace, or the Information 
super highway. 

For the Middle East, the rise 
of the Internet offered new 
opportunities and hopes. 

Access to the Internet con¬ 
tent dealing with all fields of 
human experiences gives us. 
for ihe first lime, the hope and 
the opportunity ot catching up 
with the “developed world. 
We have the opportunity to add 
our unique touch to the new 
Net culture, and to become 
equal “netizens’ along with the 
rest of the world. From the 






still struggling with the tradi¬ 
tional questions of copyright 
laws, and unilying standards. 
Suddenlv. nearly everyone 
decided" that we have more 
important things to take care of. 
So. we witnessed the increasing 
implementation of copyright 
laws in many places in the Arab 
world. 

Then, all seemed io agree on 
basing standards on whatever is 
available. Arab software mar¬ 
kets. who struggled for years to 
master the use of word proces¬ 
sors and accounting programs, 
were hit by the new realities 
that the Net imposed. A change 
in direction was necessary and 
Arab software companies 
started adjusting and working 
on embedding Net capabilities 
in their programs. 


Since the beginning of this 
new aae. it was discovered that 
more Ilian a mere increase in 
equipment will be required to 
root the elemcnis of this new 
world order in the Middle East. 

Machines and equipment are 
useless without the software to 
process and analyze. Thus, 
investment in the Arab knowl- 
edec pool becomes very neces¬ 
sary. to nourish the minds ot 
iiiur proenams. and help those 
who are already in college to 
"1 prepare for the Future chal- 
I lenges. Thanks to the Ncl and 
I its resources, this hope seems 
i closer to reality than ever 

B ' before. I 

•1 On the Net. things develop t. 
I ai an incredible speed. It is 
^ trulv the world of the last, 
fluid and flexible. Old ideas 
Sr do not hane around very 
J tone. The slow, stubborn, and 
5 stupid wither and die. 

£ The challenges posed by 
^ the Net are larger than any 
classification. They arc not 
— on iv of an economic nature, 
they are also cultural, politi¬ 
cal. and educational. 

As the use of the Internet 
increases in this region, govern¬ 
ments will discover that old 
macroeconomic fiscal policies 
do not apply to the new sectors 
that are-based on producing and 
proccssinc digital content. So 
far. high" taxes, bureaucracy, 
lack ofan adequate legal struc¬ 
ture. and a fragile telecommuni¬ 
cations infrastructure, have 
. been an impediment to the 
progress of computer software 
companies. 

A look at how the Internet 
1 started in the West will give us 
\ a better model to emulate if we 
desire to have our own success 
I storv. The Internet started out 
■ as a Government project. The 
main result of that was a mas- 


PROGRESSSOFT. A Jonian- 
based software company, is 
making its presence felt in the 
region, following many years 

of"hard work that have_ 

produced outstanding 
products and innova- 
tions. Ml 

An experienced team 
of engineers, who first '1 

started out delivering 
Information Technolo- L. ~' - 
ay solutions, were led 
by market developments to in¬ 
corporate their knowledge into 
software-based solutions. 

The result has been a host ot 
impressive products such as 
PS-Term. PS-Sig. PS-lmage. 
PS-Forms and more. 

PS-Term is a terminal emu¬ 
lation software that offers mul- 
ti-lineual functionality and pro¬ 
vides" a variety of features, that 
position it among the best 
packages of its type. Terminal 
emulation is a software tech¬ 
nology that offers complete ter¬ 
minal functionality, on a per¬ 
sonal computer platform, 
therefore doing away with the 
proprietary dummy terminals 
normallv used in large corpora¬ 
tions. As part of a terminal em¬ 
ulation technology, these per¬ 
sonal computers are effectively 
linked to all sorts of maintrame 
and minicomupier systems. 

Providing complete Arabiza¬ 
tion. PS-Term offers Arabic 


Arabic printing facilities. 

"PS-Term has been a success 
with installations in key banks 
in Jordan and the Palestinian 
Authority, in addition to other 
maior commercial sites in 


r. 

K ProgressSoft 


Yemen. Lebanon. Saudi Ara¬ 
bia. Qatar. UAE, Iraq and other 
countries." said Mr Michael 
Wakileh. executive manager at 
ProgressSoft. 

“We have found that there is 
much appreciation for the inno¬ 
vations that PS-Term and^our 
products offer in general, he 
added. “This presents definite 
proof that software developers 
based in Jordan have much to 
offer in the region's leading 
markets, and possibly even be¬ 
yond." .... , 

PS-Term is available for 
Windows 3.x. Windows 95. 
Windows NT and DOS. The 
DOS version incorporates a 
oraphical user interface (GUI), 
putting it ahead of its competi¬ 
tors. J _ 

Another major product from 
ProaressSofi is PS-Sig. a Sig¬ 
nature Verification system pri¬ 
marily rareeted at the banking 
sector. PS-Sig has given Pro- 


owing to die fact that is a plat¬ 
form and database independrai 
system. Here lies one of PS- 
Sig’s main strengths, as it can 
run with any operating system, 
under any platform. 

-“PS-Sig is attracting 

a lot of attention, and 
we’ve got major clients 
all over the region al- 
f \ ready benefiting from 

I its flexibility,” com- 

-■—» mented Mr Wakileh. 

- Other products from 

ProgressSoft Include PS-lmage. 
an Arabic/Latin document ar¬ 
chiving and management sys¬ 
tem, and PS-Forms. an Arabic/ 
Latin forms processing soft- 


making us ‘dumber 






brain-power 

HAVE YOU ever got 

long letters or essays* using1?®** computed •“.. - * a £: ^ 

Sre used to doe to the _ 


ware 

All in all, ProgressSoft’s 
commitment to provide quality 
pro duos, in crucial categories 
has earned the company a re¬ 
spectable position in many 
parts of the Middle East Now, 
ProgressSoft look towards 
more aggressive maAenng m 
rhe Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states, and plans are un¬ 
derway to take on major.pro¬ 
jects in countries like Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 

Emirates. _ 

For more information on 
ProgressSoft. contact Mr Mi¬ 
chael Wakileh on telephone 
number (962 6) 703820. fax 
,%2 6) 690564 or email 
ps@go.com.jo. U 




sivc network where economies 
of scale abound. Thus, cheaper 
prices were possible when com¬ 
mercial use was allowed. With 
the potentially massive markets 
of the Arab world. i» is very 
possible that a pan-Arah private 
initiative, backed by govern¬ 
ments. would produce the same 
results. That support is not nec¬ 
essarily. or exclusively, finan¬ 
cial. Support could be in the 
form of easing bureaucratic 
pressures, providing deregula¬ 
tion and privatization o! the tel¬ 
ecommunications sector, and 
increasing the awareness of the 
Arab population at large. 

The censorship issue has 
been a tough one almost since 
the inception of the Net. 

In the Middle East, known 
for its conservative moral struc- 
lure and ethical standards, this 
issue hits \cry close to home. 
Manv have concluded that the 
Internet needs to be censored, 
limited, and curbed. But as was 
proven, the Net cannot be con¬ 
tained. The efforts to limit it are 
doomed to fall. Instead, the 
Internet needs to be sustained, u 
should he used to promote our 


culture and morals. 

Adequate investment by 
governments in our telecom¬ 
munications infrastructures, 
dcreaulation. and privatization 
would easily permit more 
underprivileged students to 
access the Web and use ns 
resources. This is the only way 
to encourage economies of 
scale: only the governments 
have the resources to invest in 
such an undertaking. When 
considering the previous fac¬ 
tor x. we need to also realize 
that the average per capita 
income in many of the region s 


countries is one third of the per 
capita income in the United 

States. . . , 

Again, the Western model 
would serve us very well in this 
respect. The Internet is a very 
powerful embodiment of the 
law of nature. The rapid pace 
bv which information on it is 
exchanged threatens the very 
structure of societies and econ¬ 
omies that fail to adjust to n. 
The Net has erased any feel¬ 
ings of isolation among eco¬ 
nomic or political entities and 
the world is becoming one big 
sublunary village. ■ 
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16-Speed CD-ROM 
drive from Hitachi 


HITACHI HAS announced that it 1 ^ .... . 

will launch the fastest CD-ROM 
drive ever, providing 16 times 

speed. Compared to the standard _ - 

Jhe drive will appear in the first hajfofl997.m_ , 
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British teams’ new lure 
for fans: Shares of stock 


_ _ :rzr. xsxnes ..■ “ 


Hingis is lauded 
for her normalcy 


By Fred Barbash 

LA Times-Washingion Post 
News Service 


LONDON—When one of Brit¬ 
ain’s most beloved soccer man¬ 
agers abruptly resigned 
Wednesday, it was easily the 
biggest story of the day in Brit¬ 
ain—the stuff of news flashes 
on television and front-page 
stories in every national paper. 

The man is worshiped. 

More intriguingly, the resig¬ 
nation of Kevin Keegan from 
"Newcastle United was also the 
biggest story in the City— 
London's equivalent of Wall 
Street—and there was nearly as 
much armchair commentary 
from stock market analysts as 
from sportswriters.. 

it highlighted the honest 
trend in the business of sports 
here and one of the hottest in 
investing: soccer teams going 
public, taking their place and 
their chances on the stock mar¬ 
ket—a rare phenomenon 
among sports teams in the . 
United States. As a result, ^ 
while most people who follow ^ 
Britain’s most popular sport 
still want to know whether their * 
team won. increasing numbers t 
also want to know if the team is { 
outperforming the market. . 

Newcastle United, following ( 
the example of 10 other big- 
time teams, is scheduled to 
begin selling slock this spring. 
And while some people wonted 
to know how Keegan's depar¬ 
ture might affect the team’s 
play, others were equally con¬ 
cerned about its impact on the 
potential share price. 

As a matter or fact, the listed 
teams are doing considerably 
better than the rest of the mar¬ 
ket here, and that feeds the 
investment fever. By some 

reckonings, the value of an 
average share in a soccer team 
rose by 189 percent last year, 
compared with 11 percent for 
the market as a whole. Last 
year, the Financial Times 
reported recently, "will go 
down as the year the City fell in 
love with football—not as a 
sport, but as an investment.” 

The trend is a sharp depar¬ 
ture from the long traditions of 
soccer here—where, as in most 
of the world, it is known as 
football. Like professional 
[earns in the United States, 
many British soccer teams were 









By Julie Cart 

LA Times Washington-Post 
News Service 




once the playthings of wealthy I 

and sometimes flamboyant 1 

businessmen or were main¬ 
tained by loyal local boosters. 
Most of the country’s 90-odd 
professional teams still are. 

But at the top of the heap— 
the Premier League of the 
nation's 20 best reamsr-public 
ownership is all the rage. The 
reason, as with all market- 
related matters, is money. A 
team can raise lens of millions 
of dollars by selling shares to 
an eager public, money that 
owners would otherwise have 
to take out of their own pockets 
or borrow or raise privately 
from other rich people. _ln 
recent years, the skyrocketing 
price of players and the desire 
for fancy new stadiums have 
increased drastically the 
amounts that owners must 
invest Newcastle United, 
which recently paid a record 
$22 million for a single player, 
hopes to raise roughly S250 
million by selling stock. 

In the Premier League, there 
is also more money to be made 
than ever before, thanks in no 
i small measure to the same man 
i who purchased much of the tel¬ 
evision rights to the National 
■ Football League, media mag- 
f nate Rupert Murdoch. His Sky 
t Sports network has bought the 
s rights to televise Premier 
J League soccer, pumping new 
». millions into the sport. Pay- 
e per-view games also are likely 


to debut in Britain soon, cour¬ 
tesy of Murdoch, and are 
expected to produce even more 
revenue for the teams, as will 
promotional deals with sport¬ 
ing goods companies, the bev¬ 
erage industry and other busi¬ 
nesses seeking to identify with 
Britain’5 most watched game. 

The kick that soccer is giv¬ 
ing the slock market began 
quietly in 1983, when Lon¬ 
don’s Tottenham Hotspur went 
public. In the last two years, it 
became a craze, with teams 
from Liverpool, Manchester, 
and other places joining 
the pack. Five or six other 
teams, including Newcastle, 
are planning stock sales, and 
new sports investment groups 
are cropping up. ’The other 
teams are waking up, said 
Guy Feld, a football analyst at 
the UBS investment firm. 

Feld wondered if investor- 
owned teams would be as suc¬ 
cessful in the United States, 
where fans’ interests and loyal¬ 
ties are divided among several 
big-league sports. The risk may 
be greater here. Soccer teams 
drop in and out of the Premier 
League, depending on their 
performance, ff they do badly, 
they are relegated to lower- 
leveL and less lucrative, divi¬ 
sions, while another team is 
elevated. The worst thing that 
could happen to a soccer stock, 
Feld said, would be such rele- 
- gation—which would drasti¬ 


cally reduce television revenue. 

In the United States, few 
teams are publicly traded. 
Shares in the Florida Panthers 
hockey team and the Boston 
Celtics in basketball are bought 
and sold on the stock market. A 
few other teams are publicly 
traded as part of the larger cor¬ 
porations that own them, such 
as the Mighty Ducks, a hockey 
team owned bv the Wall Dis¬ 
ney Co., and the California 
Angels, a baseball team that 
Disney controls and has a 25 
percent interest in. The 
National Football League does 
not permit teams to issue stock. 

What impact going public 
will have on the Field of play has 
yet to be determined, although 
some reports here say that Kee¬ 
gan’s resignation is one ot the 
first effects. The Tunes of Lon¬ 
don reported that Keegan had 
planned on quitting for some 
time to pursue other interests, 
and bankers advising the team 
on its stock issue recently 
advised the club that there was 
legal danger in failing to dis¬ 
close Keegan's plans »n the 
coming prospectus—the infor¬ 
mational statement required 
when a company goes public. 

If he intended fo step down, 
he had to do so now. they 
reportedly told Keegan. He 
went—with no public explana- 


UNEXPECTED SURPRISES on die 
women's tennis tour usuaUy J 

unearthed arrest records or the publication 
of compromising photographs. It is in this j 
context that the blossoming of Marona 
Hingis as the sport's next star has been 
greeted with a collective sigh from ten- 
nis executives. At last, a well adjusted 
tennis player. . 

Hingis, who just turned 16, is news¬ 
worthy not only for her remarkable 
rise in (he rankings—starting 1996 at 
No 20 and ending at No 4—but also 
because she’s an adolescent who's so 
relentlessly normal. 

Teenage burnout is an established 
pattern in women's tennis, and so far. 
despite an ambitious schedule, tne 
Swiss player has avoided it. A more 
accurate test of Hingis mental and 
physical durability began Monday, 
with the start of another tennis season 
at the Australian Open. 

In October 1994. Hingis and former 
Californian Venus Williams took 
advantage of a closing window or 
opportunity to turn pro aL 14, causing a 

I iighiy backlash and a torrent of cra- 
le-robbing criticism. ... 

The tour cringed, already sensitive 
5 the charge and familiar with the pat- 
-m. Women's tennis launches its 
eenagers professionally, then observes 
heir progress from behind spread fin- 
>ers. Even the most optimistic waited 
br the inevitable embarrassmenL 
It didn’t come from the youngsters, 
hough. In fact. Hingis was voted most 
impressive newcomer her first year on 
tour. Then Iasi season, she punctuated her 
rise by taking Steffi Graf to five sets 
before losing in the final of the Chase 
Championships in New York. She also 
became the youngest tennis player, male or 
female, to earn S1 million in prize money. 

Hingis' is not a success story measured 
by accomplishments, so much as by what 
she has not done. She hasn t blown up. 

Hingis' arrival as a pro set off all the 
usual alarm bells, because not only was she 
an accomplished junior player with an sur¬ 
prisingly mature game, but she was also 
coached by her mother. A “tennis parent, 
observers hissed, as if a truly well balanced 
tennis player could only spring immacu¬ 
lately conceived from a Florida academy. 

In the weird reasoning of teen tennis, a 
prodigy's projected success is gauged in 
inverse proportion to the profile held oy 
the child's parents. From the first moment 
that Jim Pierce bellowed instructions to ms 
daughter to “kill” her opponent—it was 
understood that he wasn't kidding—Mary 
Pierce’s career has been speeding headlong 
into a blind curve. 

In the same way, the fact that few on 


tour have ever met Lindsay Davenport s 
parents is seen as assurance that whatever 
her on-court fortunes, she will at least 

remain a “normal human” off il 

Melanie Hingis Zogg put a tenmsracket 
in her daughter’s hand when the gm was 
onlv 2. and put her in tournaments at 0 . 
Although now a Swiss citizen. Mafoiuj 
was bom in Kosice, in whm was that 
Czechoslovakia, and her future was 









ordained when she was named—even 
before she was bom-afrer another famous 
Czech tennis star. Martina Navratilova. 

After she turned pro, the tennis world 
waited for the horror stories to. seep out 
about parental abuse, but none did. Hingis 
appeared to be well brought up and wel 
coached. There was minor criticism abouL 
Hingis’ powder puff first serve, but MpJ® - 
2e Zogg defused it by sayinghertaughter 
was tooyoung to begin a weightlifting pro¬ 
gram to develop her shoulder. t 

If Hingis bridles under her mother s 
tutelage, there is no outward evidence of it. 
They are inseparable on tour Martina cus- 
lomarily refers to her motiier as My 
coach, my mother and my test friend. 

Melanie Zogg has a simple philosophy. 

"Yes, l am Martina's coach, but l am 
also her mother,” she says. “There is only 
one way 1 1 am always with her for as long 
as she is young, trying to keep everything 

00 A^ 3 accomplished junior player herself, 
Zom alone coaches her daughter. Hingis 
worked briefly with Brad Gilbert at the end 
of last year. The sport's newest guru was 
helpful, Hingis said, but his suggestions 
only served to reinforce her belief in the 
correctness of her mother’s teachings. 


“Everything he said, she has already told , . 
me.” Hingis said ‘T ? 31 tells me^my 

mother is a good coach.” . . ^ “ 

Even with the physical maturation sue . • . 

has undergone in her two years on_tour, . 

Hingis still does not lift .weights and trains 

only 1 1/2 hours a day. She is encouraged . ^ 

to participate in other sports, and she skis,- - ^ 

plays soccer and basketball and runs with 

her German shepherd. w : 

Her game is developing into a fascinai- • - 

ina blend of baseline prowess and spins, .* 

slices and a deadly drop shot Hingis is tac- - 
tically years ahead of her peers, fearless on ./ 
court and moves with the light feet of a 

dS Hirigis. on the other hand, is still a kid 
just out of braces. Perhaps it is her age that. - 

has brought out the big-sister benevolence 

rarely seen on lout. Hingis has been tne -- - 
object of an unusual number or com- 
pliments. And die players offering ^ ^ V 
them appear to be sincere. • - }\ 

Graf, from whom compliments \ \U'-: 
seldom flow, has been generous ;;' s*£ : \ 
about Hingis’ future. -. - r ' 

“It’s a very talented, intelligent ,r; 
game she's playing out there,” Graf . i 
said. “She knows exactly what to do. .. =t- 
She is very quick, takes the pace for . 
the opponent, plays sharp angles. No 7 - . 

matter how hard you play her, she 
lakes your speed and hits with jA 1 .',:' 
incredible depth. Her down-the-lines r 

are probably the best in tennis. You - :J..p 
don’t see a lot of players play that _ 
kind of game. . ^ 

Monica Seles, who suffered her ; 
worst professional toss at the hands 
of Hingis in the final at Oakland. - " 

Calif., last November, said; ^he 
an unbelievable sense of the court, 
and she is very mature. There’s no: - _ 

doubt about it, she’s going to be av..:': 
force in women's tennis." “ vv:' 

' Hingis has already experienced 
the dizzying arc that can be traced 
by a career in the public eye: ExpJo- v!" ;■ 

ration of her private life has also.'• 
gone from the hackneyed Swiss-miss : : ':y.r 
puff pieces to the more probing sort ' 

Stories are emerging about her father, 
about whom little is known. Swiss newspa- .' 

pens recently reported Karol Hingis is liy- vy¬ 
ing in near poverty in Slovakia, earning ^ Ji f 
$200 a month as the caretaker of a tennis ? 
facility. Melanie Hingis Zogg reportedly .;.^m ’■ * 
recently sent a letter to her ex-husband, r 7 >• 
informing him that his child support- ‘- ' jv 

checks would no longer be needed. ;. y ; v:v- ,i ,.. i 

There are reports too, that the mairiage.V. 
between Melanie Hingis and the rare^.-v^ rcrV! 
seen Swiss computer specialist Andreas -._, -' ; : 
Zogg is all but finished. She has been trav- v' v- 
eling in the company of a Swiss sports—.; - ^ \ 
f writer, who has told colleagues that he’s ,a“ 
considering quitting his newspaper job to yy-/ 
x manage Hingis' career. Denials to the oonV;v :]Z - 
. trary, the journalist is a fixture in the: ;v 
, friends’ box when Hingis plays, sitting-: 
g behind Melanie Zogg, furiously ratfhff ; ;X 
notes. 

f. As scandals go, Hingis herself is stiU s .7 : ■ 

s lightweight The worst about her at’ foe 
d moment is that she’s gaining a reputation 
is as a thrower of both rackets and tantwtn& 
is How she manages to behave with such pet- ; 
ie ulance and still remain so likable is part of v ; 
her appeal. ■ - f. -iv'.j 
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